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An important message on rising food prices
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By Zak Miller
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I often share how I first got outside my 
fencerows as a young farmer after 
complaining to my dad about all the 

problems I was facing in the dairy busi-
ness. 

He took me to a Farm Bureau meeting 
where the members elected me to chair my 
county Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers and 
Ranchers Committee. I wasn’t quite sure 
what I had gotten into, but that meeting 
was a pivotal moment in my life.

As a member of our YF&R Committee, 
I was immersed in training, conferences 

and networking opportunities all over the 
country. 

As a young farmer, I never would have 
imagined that I would one day be the pres-
ident of the American Farm Bureau. And I 
wouldn’t be if it weren’t for the leadership 
development programs and opportunities 
at every level of Farm Bureau. 

These programs can introduce young 
people to other Farm Bureau members 
from around the country and help them 
develop leadership skills to use in the 

See DUVALL, page 6

Virtually everyone around the world 
is greatly concerned with rapidly 
rising food prices and rumors of 

looming shortages. 
So are farmers.
Some recent headlines about skyrocket-

ing food prices and alleged coming short-
ages can be downright scary. 

Farmers and ranchers, of course, are at 
the forefront of this nation’s and world’s 
food supply system and I believe we owe 
the general populace a response to these 
questions. 

No one knows exactly what the fu-
ture holds but what Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation, the state’s largest general farm 
organization, can tell you is this: Yes, food 
prices are up significantly and, yes, it does 
appear they will continue to rise at least in 
the near term.

How much they will rise, nobody knows 
for sure. 

Will there be global food shortages? We 
sure hope not. But we can tell you this 
with confidence: Idaho farmers and 

See SEARLE, page 6

Over a month ago, my brother, 
who manages and operates our 
family farm and ranch, asked me 

for some help on the ranch for the week 
of March 1, the week that calving season 
begins for us. 

I believe some of the most profitable 
work that can be done on a farm is to 
leave it for a time to advocate on behalf of 
agriculture. 

My brother needed to travel for the week 
to advocate for the potato industry. Of 
course, I had to do what I could to help.

Much has been written about the trials 
and challenges of working the land. There 
are stories of challenge and triumph, such 
as the thrill of delivering a backward calf 
just in time and despair when the fight is 
lost for another. 

Ranchers and farmers both know what 
it is like to be alone on the land in the 
pre-dawn mornings and the after-sunset 
evenings. The demands of the land never 
really rest. 

With such a persistent and, at times,

See MILLER, page 7
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COVER: Farm fields are shown in this photo taken last year 
in Cassia County. See page 8 for a story on rising food and 
farm production costs. (Photo by Joel Benson)
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Idaho Farm Bureau

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – A new study shows that Idaho’s barley industry 
has a sizable impact on Idaho’s overall economy. 

The study by Timothy Nadreau and Steven Peterson, 
economists with ties to University of Idaho and Washington 
State University, was funded by the Idaho Barley Commis-
sion and shows the state’s barley industry contributes, on 
average based on the past 10 years, $274 million to Idaho’s 
total gross state product.

The study also shows the state’s barley industry supports 
2,698 jobs in Idaho and is responsible for an average of $551 
million in total sales each year in Idaho.

Barley’s contribution to the state’s GSP last year was 
“only” $216 million and the barley industry was “only” 
responsible for $434 million in total sales in 2021, but that 
was because the severe drought conditions in Idaho last 
year resulted in total barley production being down 21 per-
cent compared with 2020. 

“The 2021 contributions were still substantial and noth-
ing to shake a stick at,” Nadreau, president of Recon Insight 
Group, told members of the Idaho Barley Commission 

See BARLEY, page 15

Idaho barley industry has 
large impact on Idaho 

economy

Photo by Sean Ellis
A new study shows Idaho’s barley industry has a sizable impact on the 
state’s overall economy.
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – Five Idahoans received gov-
ernor’s awards for their contributions 
to the state’s agricultural industry Feb. 
22 during the Larry Branen Idaho Ag 
Summit. 

Governor’s Excellence in Agricul-
ture awards are presented during the 
annual event to people who have made 
outstanding contributions to Idaho’s 
farm and ranch industry. 

“Every one of these people is a fab-
ulous, fabulous, fabulous ambassador 
for those of us in agriculture,” Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture Direc-

Five receive governor’s awards for 
excellence in agriculture

tor Celia Gould said about this year’s 
award recipients.

Lifetime Achievement
Bob Naerebout, former executive di-

rector of the Idaho Dairymen’s Associ-
ation, received a lifetime achievement 
award. Dairy is the state’s top agricul-
tural commodity in terms of farm-gate 
revenue. 

“Bob Naerebout has spent his entire 
career advocating for the dairy indus-
try,” his award bio states. 

While serving as IDA director, it 
adds, “Bob represented dairy farmer 
interests in public policy and regula-
tory discussions, navigated through 
challenging legal situations and created 

an innovative agricultural association, 
which earned him renowned credibil-
ity locally, regionally and nationally. 
Bob has worked on and successfully 
passed countless pieces of legislation 
during his time with IDA.”

“Bob is a well-respected member of 
communities throughout Idaho as they 
related to agriculture and the environ-
ment,” the award bio states.

Technical Innovation
Gary Fornshell, who has been in-

volved in aquaculture education his 
entire professional career, received an 
award for technical innovation. He has 
served as a University of Idaho aqua-
culture Extension specialist in Twin 

Photos by Sean Ellis
About 200 people involved in Idaho’s agricultural industry attended the annual Larry Branen Idaho Ag Summit, which was held in Boise Feb. 22. 
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Idaho State Department of Agriculture Director Celia Gould presents Bob Naerebout with a Gov-
ernor’s Excellence in Agriculture award Feb. 22 during the Larry Branen Idaho Ag Summit. 

Falls for the past 28 years.
According to his award bio, Forn-

shell has “represented the aquaculture 
industry as a credible voice before … 
Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality and media and consumers.”

“He has digested sometimes difficult 
research results into language produc-
ers and processors could understand 
and apply,” his award bio adds. “Gary 
has been a vocal advocate for Ida-
ho aquaculture not only locally, but 
regionally and nationally as well … 
Gary’s leadership, expertise and eager-
ness to take on and complete projects 
has had a huge impact on aquaculture 
throughout the nation.”

Marketing Innovation
Tom Iverson, who farms in Bonners 

Ferry, received an award for market-
ing innovation. He and his son, Ty, 
run T&T Farms, which grows wheat, 
barley, canola and hay.

“In his years farming, Tom has 
nearly doubled the size of the family 
farm and expanded the operation to 
include more diverse crops and custom 
farming,” his award bio states. 

It adds that Iverson was one of the 
first farmers in the area to adopt con-
servation practices on the farm. 

While serving as director for the 
former Idaho Wheat Growers Associ-
ation (now the Idaho Grain Producers 
Association), he also recognized the 
need to create an advocacy group for 
barley – the Idaho Barley Commission 
– to support this major cereal crop in 
Idaho.  
He was also instrumental in the 
establishment of the National Barley 
Growers Association.

“Tom has been instrumental in the 
development of the grain industry in 
Idaho,” his award bio states.

Environmental Stewardship
Genesee farmer Russ Zenner, who 

has farmed in the Palouse region of 
Idaho for more than 40 years, received 
an award for environmental steward-
ship.  
“Russ has spent his entire farming 
career trying to improve the farming 
methods used on the Palouse,” his 
award bio states. 

According to the bio, the rolling hills 
of the Palouse have been seriously 
degraded and eroded from years of 
intensive tillage, short rotations and 
poor management of residues. 

“A tireless advocate for the environ-
mental benefits of seeding directly 
into standing stubble and minimal soil 
disturbance, Russ has influenced many 
farmers in the region,” his award bio 
states. “Russ also pioneered diversity 
in rotations, extending typical two-
year wheat-pea rotations to include 
spring cereals, pulses and oilseeds.”

Education and Advocacy
Mark and Wendy Pratt, who operate 

a cow-calf operation near Blackfoot, 
received an award for education and 
advocacy.

Mark has served as the agricultural 
education teacher at Firth High School 
and then as a farm business instructor 
at Idaho State University. In addition 
to feeding the cattle during the winter 
and calving season, Wendy also assist-
ed with irrigating, cutting and hauling 
hay, sorting cattle and moving cattle.

Even though the ranch keeps them 
busy, both are actively involved in 
various organizations, their award bio 
states. 

“Mark and Wendy, both fourth-gen-
eration Idahoans, recognize the 
importance of educating the general 
public about agriculture and take every 

opportunity to do so,” the bio states. 
Pat Takasugi Leadership Award

During the summit, Blackfoot bee-
keeper Jay Miller was presented with 
the Pat Takasugi Leadership Award, 
which is named after the late direc-
tor of the Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture and given to someone who 
has shown strong leadership for Idaho 
agriculture.

Miller has served as president and 
commissioner of the Idaho Honey 
Industry Association and currently 
serves as vice president of the Ameri-
can Beekeeping Federation. 

Tell Agriculture’s Story
The couple hundred people who 

attended the 2022 Idaho Ag Summit, 
which is presented by the Leadership 
Idaho Agriculture Foundation, were 
encouraged by a keynote speaker to 
tell the stories of the many creative and 
innovative things happening on the 
farm and ranch. 

As farmers, ranchers and ag-related 
businesses, “You are the keeper of the 
(stories),” said Jenny Mesirow, senior 
vice president of government affairs 
for the Farm Credit Council, the na-
tional trade association that represents 
Farm Credit institutions at the nation-
al level. “Start telling them. If we don’t 
tell our story as American agriculture 
… then we will get lost in the conver-
sation.”  
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DUVALL

SEARLE

Continued from page 2

organization and their communities.
Long before I was a member of 

Farm Bureau, and in the decades since 
that first meeting, our organization 
has continued to invest in our young 
members because they are the future 
of farming and ranching. 

We should always leave something 
in better shape than we found it, and 
I want to leave this organization in 
a better position for the future than 
when I was elected in 2016. 

Investing in our young farmers and 
ranchers is time and resources well 
spent, which is why I want to make 
sure that our YF&R committees at 
every level have all they need to be 
successful and pursue their goals both 
on and off the farm.

Around 800 young farmers and 
ranchers gathered in Louisville recent-
ly for the national Young Farmers & 
Ranchers Leadership Conference. 

There they worked on building their 
leadership skills and being better farm-

ers. But most importantly, they were 
building relationships with each other. 

I shared with these young people 
how we can’t overcome challenges on 
our own. We all need help at different 
times throughout our lives. 

And every successful person has had 
someone lifting them up when they are 
struggling or encouraging them when 
they feel like giving up.

These young farmers are helping 
to lift up their communities, too. Last 
year, young farmers from across the 
country collected enough food and 
funds to provide 30.5 million meals to 
those in need as part of our Harvest 
for All program. 

And many county and state commit-
tees work in their communities to raise 

‘Investing in our young farmers 
and ranchers is time and

resources well spent.’
funds for scholarships, support local 
organizations and step up to help com-
munity members after disasters. 

These men and women are shining 
examples of how Farm Bureau is com-
mitted to strengthening farmers and 
ranchers and our rural communities.

I’m proud of the work all our grass-
roots members are doing across the 
country. You all are helping make rural 
America an even better place to live 
and start a family. 

And just as we work together to 
invest in our communities for a better 
future, we can ensure a bright future 
for American agriculture by creating 
opportunities for the next generation 
of farmers and ranchers and giving 
them the tools they need to succeed. 

Continued from page 2

ranchers and agricultural producers 
around the country are plowing ahead 
with their annual plans to produce 
food and lots of it. 

As I write this, plenty of farmers are 
still putting pencil to paper to try to 
figure out how to balance their input 
costs in a way that makes financial 
sense for their farm and will result 
in them at least making some kind of 
profit this year.

But they 100 percent plan to plan 
and harvest crops in 2022.

How the world’s food production sit-
uation will ultimately pan out this year 
will not be known for several months 
but know this: farmers everywhere 
across the state and nation are planting 
or very soon will be planting. 

Food production in Idaho and the 

U.S. is forging ahead and American 
farmers will do their part to the best of 
their ability to ensure this nation once 
again produces an abundant supply of 
food.    

To help people better understand 
what is happening right now with in-
creased food costs, consider this recent 
headline, which I believe does a great 
job of capturing, in one sentence, what 
is happening with food right now: 
“Farmers hit hard by price increases as 
food price spike looms.”

The cost of farming and ranching 
rose significantly last year and is rising 
at least as fast this year. That almost by 
default means higher food costs. 

Keep in mind that higher food costs 
at the grocery store are a result of 
higher costs at every level of the food 
supply system: farm, processing, pack-
aging, transportation, retail, etc. 

I urge people not to blame the farm-
er and rancher when your grocery bill 
goes up. Farmers are price takers, not 
price makers, and are near the bottom 
of the price pole when it comes to the 
food supply system. 

The cost of literally every farm in-
put, from fuel to fertilizer to labor and 
seed, pesticides, herbicides and equip-
ment, has risen and in some cases has 
risen dramatically. 

Fertilizer prices, in particular, have 
soared, as much as 400 percent in 

‘Farmers are price takers, 
not price makers, and are 

near the bottom of the 
price pole when it comes to 

the food supply system.’
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MILLER

some areas of the nation.
[See page 8 for a story on rising food 

and farm production costs.]
In general, we are hearing from 

farmers that their total production 
costs rose in the 15-20 percent range 
last year and that they will rise at least 
as much this year. 

Food and farm production costs 
were already on the rise when the war 
in Ukraine broke out and that conflict 
has added great uncertainty to the 
world’s food supply outlook. 

The region around Russia and 
Ukraine is known as the world’s bread-
basket and Russia is also one of the 
world’s major exporter of fertilizers. 

The ultimate impacts that this war 
will have on global food production 
and price are unknown but there is 
great concern about what they will be. 

Again, what the future holds is not 
known by any person. 

But I think it’s important to re-em-
phasize that Idaho farmers and ranch-
ers are pushing ahead with their usual 

food production plans. 
If fields were being left unplanted on 

a large scale, we would know about it 
and it would be our duty to report it to 
you, but that is not happening. 

As the nation and world heads into 
a time of great uncertainty, know 
that farmers and ranchers are head-
ing there right with you and we are 
not shirking from our responsibility 
to produce food for the nation and 
world.  

Continued from page 2

harsh partner as the land, a very le-
gitimate question can be asked: What 
is it that ties farmers and rancher so 
fiercely to the land?

In the early 20th century, Antarctic 
explorer Ernest Shackleton is said to 
have published the following adver-
tisement:

“Men wanted for hazardous journey, 
small wages, bitter cold, long months 
of complete darkness, constant dan-
ger, safer return doubtful, honor and 
recognition in case of success.”

The story goes that over 5,000 men 
responded to that ad. 

Those who choose to spend their 
lives working the land may find honor 
and glory. I love to see farmers and 
ranchers recognized for a lifetime of 
effort. 

They may find riches. I wish that 
every honest rancher or farmer would 
find wealth. 

They are all undoubtedly brave, 
as they regularly face danger, bitter 
weather, and many forms of isolation. 

But the question continues, why 
bind oneself to the land?

Working the land offers time to re-
flect upon the responsibility of caring 
for nature’s resources and provides 
one with an appreciation for nature’s 
awesomeness. Few people understand 
just how fragile and yet resilient life 
can be. Working the land helps teach a 
person that.

The tenderness and grace that goes 

into rearing animals and crops re-
quires an alignment, humility, and 
respect for elements outside of one’s 
control that few can truly appreciate.

Profitability is seldom the primary 
motivator for farmers and ranchers, 
but it does come as the land is main-
tained and cared for. 

I have heard few 
farmers brag about 
their wealth. It is 
not our way. How-
ever, many willingly 
boast of the progress 
and improvements 
to their land and 
animals.

Society should 
realize its desire for 
sustainability aligns 
with what those who 
work that land have 
always pursued: 
The unrelenting 
and straightforward 
desire to take the 
natural resources in 
our charge and leave 
them better than how 
we found them. That 
truly is what sustain-
ability means to me. 

I was reminded of 
this recently during 
the early mornings 
and long days spent 
helping on my family 
ranch. What binds 
me to the land is the 

Isn't it time toIsn't it time to  
put your moneyput your money  
to work for you?to work for you?
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Minimum investment of $50.00Minimum investment of $50.00
You choose the term one month to 60 monthsYou choose the term one month to 60 months
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love of the land and my belief that I 
can be a steward of it for my heritage, 
my children, and the people I feed. 

I will face danger, bitter weather, 
long times alone and gladly do it if 
only for the honor of being counted as 
one of the few who works and cares for 
the land. 
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Food costs have 
increased substantially over the past year 
and are expected to continue to rise in 
2022. At the same time, farm production 
costs are also increasing, sometimes 
dramatically.

“Farmers are getting hit by higher costs 
every which way,” said Hammett farmer 

Food, farm production 
costs on the rise

Photo by Sean Ellis
Farm production costs were up significantly last year and are expected to be up again substantially this year. 

Nick Blanksma, who estimates his overall 
farm production costs are up at least 30 
percent over the past year. 

Rising farm production costs are at 
the top of farmers’ minds right now, said 
Meridian farmer Neil Durrant, president 
of Ada County Farm Bureau. 

“All of our prices are way up,” he said. 
“Our costs are up on every input we have.”

Food prices were already rising signifi-
cantly before the war in Ukraine and that 

conflict has exacerbated things, said Andy 
Harig, vice president of tax, trade and 
policy development for The Food Industry 
Association, which represents large and 
small food retailers and food manufactur-
ers, including Walmart and Amazon.  

The Russia-Ukraine situation “just threw 
a monkey wrench in things,” he said.

According to the U.S. Department of La-
bor, overall food prices in the United States 
were up 8 percent in February compared 



April 2022  |   9

with a year ago. 
The price of many animal proteins 

increased by double digits while other food 
products, including produce, were also up 
significantly compared to the same time 
last year. 

A report by the United Nations’ Food 
and Agriculture Organization claimed 
global food prices increased by 21 percent 
in February compared with a year ago. 
That report was based on data compiled 
before the Ukraine war. 

Ukraine and Russia together account for 
a large portion of total global food exports, 
particularly wheat, and Russia is also a 
major world exporter of fertilizer.  

Rising fertilizer prices were among U.S. 
farmers’ main concerns heading into 2022 
and global fertilizer markets were already 
seriously challenged before the war in 
Ukraine broke out. Now, that conflict com-
plicates issues in the fertilizer market. 

Many people are concerned about how 
high food prices will go and whether there 
will be shortages. A look at recent head-
lines since conflict broke out in Ukraine 
don’t allay those fears.

“Record food prices could leap 22 per-
cent more on Ukraine War,” a March 11 
headline read. “Ukraine war ‘catastrophic 
for global food,’” read another. 

One U.S. congressman has even asked 
the Pentagon to look into what kind of po-
tential conflict could result from a global 
food supply reduction of 5 percent.

“I think globally there is a lot of concern 
about” potential food shortages, Harig 
said. 

But that’s not the case in the United 
States, he added, although there likely will 
continue to be spot shortages of certain 
food products due to ongoing supply chain 
issues. 

“That’s not a huge concern in the U.S.,” 
he said about the possibility of food short-
ages. “The U.S. food system has been really 
resilient through all of this.”

But food prices likely will continue to 
increase this year, Harig added. 

“Prices, we think, are going to keep 
going up,” he said. 

How high?
“That’s the million-dollar question,” said 

Darren Krzesnik, production manager for 
Treasure Valley Seed Co. in Homedale, 
which specializes in dry bean seed. 

One thing that is known, he said, is that 
production costs for farmers and ranch-
ers are continuing to rise rapidly. A lot of 
farmers right now are trying to figure out 
equations that work for their operation 
financially, he adds. 

“It’s just stuff nobody had even envi-
sioned,” he said about rising farm costs. “I 
don’t think anybody foresaw the jumps in 
costs that we’ve had in farm country. The 
equations are tough for these growers right 
now.”

Overall production costs for Idaho po-
tato growers 
rose by 15-
18 percent 
last year, said 
Ben Eborn, 
president 
of North 
American 
Potato 

Market News. Those costs are expected to 
increase by about another 18 percent in 
2022, he adds. 

“That’s if things stay where they are 
now,” Eborn said in mid-March. “We hav-
en’t even planted yet.”

North Idaho farmer Bill Flory said some 
farm inputs, such as fertilizer, are double 
in cost what they were last year and other 
inputs such as insecticides and herbicides 
are up between 5-50 percent.

“We are facing a lot higher input costs,” 
he said. 

Availability of some important inputs, 
such as fertilizer and other chemicals, is 
a major concern for a lot of farmers, he 
added. 

While Flory has all of his farm inputs 
wrapped up for the 2022 growing season, 
he is worried about the impact ongoing 
supply chain disruptions could have on 
the availability of some inputs for the 2023 
season. 

He said he used to ask suppliers about 
price and availability, in that order. “Now 
I ask availability and price. If they’re not 
available, price doesn’t mean anything.”

Michael Williamson, manager of Wil-
liamson Orchards and Vineyards in the 
Sunny Slope area of Caldwell, said labor 
is where his operation is feeling the cost 

Photo by Michaela Andrus
Food costs were on the rise before the Ukraine-Russia conflict and they are expected to continue 
to rise this year.

“We’re watching our expenses real closely. We’re 
reducing inputs wherever we can, trying to find 
out what is absolutely essential to operate while 

still being able to produce a quality crop.”
- Michael Williamson, Williamson Orchards and Vineyards
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pinch the most but every other input cost 
is up as well, particularly fuel and fertilizer.

“We’re watching our expenses real 
closely,” he said. “We’re reducing inputs 
wherever we can, trying to find out what 
is absolutely essential to operate while still 
being able to produce a quality crop.”

Ranchers and dairy operations are also 
facing substantially higher operating costs, 
largely due to the rising cost of feed. 

Dairy is Idaho’s main agricultural 
commodity when it comes to total farm-
gate revenue and most of the state’s dairy 
operations are above the break-even point 
right now but barely and only because of 
high farm-level milk prices. 

Two years ago, Idaho dairy operations 
had to make about $16.50 for every 
hundred pounds of milk they produced to 
break even. Today, that break-even point is 
closer to $19, said Idaho Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation Executive Director Rick Naerebout.

“We’re above break-even but we have to 
hold at historically high milk prices just to 
break even right now,” he said.

The commodity prices that farmers and 
ranchers receive are on the rise and in 
some cases, such as wheat, they are up sub-
stantially. But they might not be up enough 
to keep pace with the rising production 
costs those producers are facing.

According to a recent Market Intel arti-
cle by American Farm Bureau Federation, 
“Production costs are rising faster than 
commodity prices, making it harder to just 
break even.”

“Heading into the 2022 growing season, 
farmers are facing supply chain challenges 
like never before and that’s why it’s hitting 
their wallets like never before, too,” the 
Market Intel article said. 

“While crop revenues may be up this 
year, as projected by USDA, crop produc-
tion expenses are rising just as quickly and 
could potentially outpace revenues,” the 
AFBF article states. “This is leaving many 
farmers to question their ability to just 
break even this year, despite high crop and 
livestock prices.”

In Idaho, the prospect of a potential 
second consecutive year of severe drought 
conditions is also weighing on producers’ 
minds. 

Durrant said many Gem State farmers 
are wondering, “How much water are we 

Photo by Sean Ellis
Idaho’s livestock industry, as well as the state’s crop industry, is being challenged by significantly 
higher input costs.
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If there’s any good news, it’s 
that Idaho and U.S. farm-
ers are plowing ahead with 
their annual food produc-
tion plans, despite the great 

uncertainty.
- Bryan Searle, IFBF President

going to have this year to grow anything?”
According to the AFBF Market Intel 

report, the Ukraine war has significantly 
increased the uncertainty of agricultural 
supply and demand conditions in that 
region and beyond. 

What that ultimately means for food 
prices and agricultural producers is un-
known at the moment and it’s causing a 
great deal of concern among the nation’s 
agricultural and food industry. 

“There is so much uncertainty com-
ing from the situation in Ukraine,” said 
Blanksma, president of Elmore County 
Farm Bureau. 

Russia and Ukraine are major suppliers 
of food products – they together account 
for about 29 percent of global wheat 
exports – and Russia is a major global 
supplier of fertilizer. 

According to a fact sheet on the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict by The Food Industry 
Association (FMI), “Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine will likely have significant impacts 
on the food and agriculture sector.”

“While U.S. food imports from Russia 
and Ukraine are small, the pressure this 
geopolitical situation has on other nations 
could have a ripple effect on prices at the 
grocery store in America,” the FMI fact 
sheet states. “The conflict could tempo-
rarily drive prices for raw materials and 

finished goods even higher at a time when 
the U.S. is already experiencing significant 
inflation.”

The rising price of fuel in particular 
could have a big impact on farm produc-
tion and food prices, FMI said. “Agricul-
ture and food production are energy inten-
sive. Changes to the price of oil and energy 
have broad ripple effects throughout every 

step of the supply chain … The rise of 
energy prices could impact the cost 
of food in both the short and long 
term.”

If there’s any good news, it’s that 
Idaho and U.S. farmers are plow-
ing ahead with their annual food 
production plans, despite the great 
uncertainty, said Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation President Bryan Searle, a 
potato farmer from Shelley.

“While increasing food costs are 
concerning, fallow farm fields on a 
large scale would be frightening, but 
we are not seeing that happening,” he 
said. “While many farmers are recon-
sidering their usual crop mixes, they 
are pushing ahead with their annual 
planting plans.”  

Photo by Michaela Andrus
Food prices are expected to continue to rise this year.

Photo by Sean Ellis
Farm input costs rose significantly last year and are expected to rise substantially again in 2022.
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO –Idaho farmers will grow the state’s 
first-ever hemp crop in 2022 but it will be a very small one. 

No one knows exactly what to expect from this year’s 
hemp crop because it’s never been grown in Idaho, which 
was the last state in the nation to allow hemp production.

People interested in the state’s nascent hemp industry 
were reminded recently that they are the trailblazers for 
this new crop and it will take time for hemp to take hold in 
Idaho.

“It starts with you guys,” Morgan Tweet, chief operat-
ing officer and co-founder of IND Hemp, told people who 
attended an informational meeting on hemp Feb. 4 at 1000 
Springs Mill in Buhl.

More than 100 people attended the meeting, including 
farmers, processors and other interested individuals. 

Tweet said hemp production is a marathon, not a sprint, 
and she counseled people interested in growing or process-
ing hemp in Idaho to pace themselves.

“There are a lot of learning curves we have to (go 
through),” she said. But, she added, “I think it has so much 
potential here in Idaho.”

IND Hemp is an industrial hemp fiber and oilseed pro-
cessor based in Montana. 

The company was invited to address Idahoans interested 
in hemp by Tim Cornie, owner of 1000 Springs Mill, a food 
company that contracts with growers in the area. 

IND Hemp has contracted with Montana farmers to grow 
hemp since 2019 and the company is looking to contract 
with Idaho growers as well, Cornie said. 

“They have the knowledge and experience with hemp, so 
we wanted to bring them here to educate growers in Idaho,” 
he said. 

Tweet said IND Hemp is interested in helping Idaho’s 
hemp industry get off the ground. 

“We want to have a grower network of producers here in 
this region,” she said. 

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture in Novem-
ber began accepting applications from people interested in 
growing or processing industrial hemp this year. 

Industrial hemp, by federal law, must not exceed 0.3 per-
cent of THC, the psychoactive compound that gets a user of 
marijuana high. According to experts, it is impossible to get 
high from industrial hemp.

Idaho’s first hemp crop is 
months away

National Hemp Association photo
A hemp plant is shown in this submitted photo. Idaho will have its first 
hemp crop this year and so far, it looks like about 270 acres of hemp will 
be grown in the state during 2022.
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Idaho’s hemp program, as required 
by federal law, has safeguard to ensure 
hemp grown in the state does not ex-
ceed that 0.3 percent THC threshold.

Industrial hemp products have 
always been sold legally in the United 
States but not until the 2018 farm bill 
was passed was it legal to grow and 
process hemp commercially in the U.S. 

The hemp products sold in the U.S. 
previously came from other countries.

Idaho became the last state in the 
nation to legalize the production and 
processing of industrial hemp when 
Gov. Brad Little signed House Bill 126 

Photo by Sean Ellis
More than 100 people attended an informational hemp meeting Feb. 4 at 1000 Springs Mill in Buhl. 

into law last April.  
The bill passed in the Senate by a 

vote of 30-5 and in the House by a vote 
of 44-26.

The legislation is a narrow bill and 
only allows for people to grow and 
process industrial hemp if they obtain 
a license from the ISDA. People can 
also transport it on behalf of someone 
with a license. 

According to Casey Monn, the ISDA 
bureau chief for hemp, 22 hemp appli-
cations have officially been submitted 
to the ag department for review.

A total of 81 total hemp applications 
have been started but only 22 of those 
have officially been submitted to ISDA 
for review.

Of those 22 applications, 10 are 
from hemp handlers or processors 
and 12 are from farmers who seek to 
grow a combined 270 acres of hemp in 
Idaho this year.  

That’s more than the 0 acres grown 
in the state in previous years but it 
pales in comparison to many other 
crops grown in the state. 

For example, Idaho farmers grow 
about 1 million acres of wheat, 500,000 
acres of barley, 350,000 acres of corn 
and more than 300,000 acres of pota-
toes each year.

Cornie said it will take time for 
hemp to catch on as a crop of any sig-
nificance in Idaho and it’s likely a lot 
of farmers who have some interest in 
the crop are waiting to see how other 
farmers fare with it before trying it 
themselves.

“Some people are going to watch 
their neighbor play with hemp,” he 
said. “It’s just people putting their toe 
in the water right now.”

One of those is Twin Falls County 
farmer Rick Brune, a member of the 
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation board 

“I think it will happen 
in phases. It will be a 

process. I do think it will 
take time to mature.”

- Mattie Mead, Owner, Hempitecture
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of directors. 
Brune attended the Feb. 4 hemp 

meeting in Buhl and said he learned a 
lot from it: “It definitely helped fill me 
in on what’s going on with hemp.”

But, he added, “I’d prefer to sit and 
watch it for a while and see how it 
goes.”

Based on information on crop prices 
and what it would cost the grower to 
transport hemp to Montana provided 
by IND Hemp officials during the Feb. 
4 meeting, Brune said hemp wouldn’t 
pencil out for his farm at this time. 

“If you’re shipping it locally, it would 
work but if you’re shipping it to Mon-
tana, it doesn’t work for me,” he said. 

For now, farmers plan to grow hemp 
on a small scale in Idaho but Cornie, 
who plans to grow 10 acres this year, 
and others believe the potential is 
there for it play a much bigger role in 
Idaho in the future.

“I think it’s a viable commodity and 
I think it’s going to work,” he said. 

Hempitecture is a company based in 
Ketchum that specializes in building 
materials derived from hemp biomass. 

The company last year received a 
$207,000 Idaho Global Entrepreneurial 
Mission grant from the state to partner 
with University of Idaho on research 
and development of a natural fiber 
insulation product Hempitecture pro-
duces for the building industry.  

For now, Hempitecture uses hemp 
imported from other areas, but Mat-
tie Mead, the company’s owner and 
founder, looks forward to the day 
Idaho farmers can produce hemp for 
the company’s manufacturing plant in 
Idaho. 

For now, Hempitecture plans to 
bring most of the hemp fiber it needs 
to Idaho from IND Hemp.

“We do see 
the possibility 
of having hemp 
as an agricultur-
al opportunity 
in Idaho” in the 
future, Mead 
said. 

“We don’t 
expect everyone 
to rush into 
it,” he added. 
“I think it will 
happen in 
phases. It will 
be a process. I 
do think it will 
take time to 
mature.”

Photo by Sean Elllis
Hemp products were on display at an informational hemp meeting Feb. 4 at 1000 Springs Mill in 
Buhl. More than 100 people attended the meeting.

Ben Brimlow, an IND Hemp agron-
omist, told people during the Feb. 4 
hemp informational meeting that the 
company believes hemp would fare 
well in Idaho’s climate and because the 
state has a reliable source of irrigation 
water. 

“Fiber hemp loves heat and it loves 
water,” he said. “It would prefer the 
Idaho environment.”

In Idaho, hemp grown for fiber 
would be planted in mid-April into 
May and cut in mid-August. 

Fiber hemp grown in Idaho would 
likely reach up to 15-20 feet tall, Brim-
low said. 

“If you do choose to grow this, so 
many people will stop by and take a 
picture,” he said. 

Grain hemp grown in Idaho doesn’t 
need to be planted early and could be 
planted in May. There is a wide win-
dow to harvest grain hemp, Brimlow 
said. 

He said hemp is grown and harvest-
ed using standard farming equipment.

“If you can plant wheat, you can 
plant hemp. If you can combine wheat, 
you can combine hemp,” he said. 

Photo by Sean Elllis
Ben Brimlow, an agronomist with Montana-based IND Hemp, addresses 
some basic agronomic questions Feb. 4 during an informational hemp 
meeting at 1000 Springs Mill in Buhl.
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Submitted photo

Twin Falls County 
Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Larry Hollifield 
presents Samantha 
Doty, a chairwom-
an with Twin Falls 
County 4-H, with a 
$10,000 check that 
will be used to re-
place the 4-H swine 
pens at the Twin 
Falls County Fair. 

Continued from page 3

Feb. 24 during the IBC’s regular meet-
ing. 

He pointed out that Idaho barley 
growers produce more than one com-
modity and “if you take production 
agriculture together as a whole, it is 
contributing a huge amount to Idaho’s 
overall economy.”

“This is really good, applicable 
information,” said IBC Commissioner 
Wes Hubbard, a barley producer from 
Bonners Ferry.

This is the first study that shows the 
impact barley has on Idaho’s economy, 
said IBC Executive Director Laura 
Wilder.

“For the first time, we have accurate 
information that shows the relevance 
of the industry to the state,” she said.

She said the information contained 
in the study will be very useful when 
speaking with state legislators and 
other elected officials.

BARLEY
“This is what legislators want to 

know; what the economic impact of 
the barley industry is in the state,” 
Wilder said. “Those are big numbers. 
It’s a big contribution to the state.”

The study points out that Idaho’s 
total barley acreage and production 
is normally very stable, especially 
compared with the other major barley 
producing states. 

It shows that North Dakota dominat-
ed U.S. barley production until Idaho 
took over the No. 1 spot in 2011. 

“Since then, it has been Idaho,” 
Nadreau said. “Idaho’s barley output 
is very stable. We have a very mild 
to upward trajectory (in total barley 
production).”

In 2003, North Dakota produced 43 
percent of the nation’s barley, Idaho 
produced 17 percent and Montana 
produced 12 percent. 

Over the past several years, total 
barley acreage in Idaho has remained 
about 500,000 while average yields 

per acre have risen steadily, reaching a 
record 110 bushels per acre in 2020. 

In 2020, Idaho produced 32 percent 
of the nation’s total barley supply, 
Montana produced 29 percent and 
North Dakota produced 17 percent.

Despite last year’s severe drought 
conditions in Idaho, the state produced 
37 percent of the nation’s barley sup-
ply, Montana produced 20 percent and 
North Dakota 19 percent. 

About 80 percent of the barley pro-
duced in Idaho is malt barley that is 
used for beer brewing and the rest is 
used for human food or animal feed. 

Idaho farmers typically produce 
enough malt from barley each year to 
produce 12 million barrels of beer or 
4.1 billion 12-ounce bottles of beer. 

Most of the malt barley produced 
in Idaho is purchased by major beer 
companies and maltsters, including 
Anheuser-Busch, Molson Coors and 
Great Western Malting.  
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Get

IF YOU WIN OUR 

QUARTERLY DRAWING* 
$500

Get

WHEN A FRIEND YOU 
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POLICY FROM US

$25

*You’re automatically entered into our $500 drawing when you refer a friend, even if they don’t purchase a policy. 
Visit: idahofarmbureauinsurance.com/refer-a-friend-get-a-gift for complete rules and restrictions. Above left: 

David Henslee (center) of Bonners Ferry, the winner of our third quarter Refer A Friend, Get A Gift $500 drawing. 

David’s

Alfalfa Seed
Western Favorites
Surpass

Long-term yielding variety

Treasure Valley Blend

(Surpass-Perry-Vernema)

Perry

When drought stress is of

consideration

Grass Seed
Pasture Mixes
Grass Pasture

University Pasture

Rangeland

Horse Pasture

Climax Timothy

Hardy Varieties
Wrangler

Variety for tough climates,

forage quality similar to Vernal

Home Yards & Lawns
Lawn Mix

Kentucky Bluegrass

Creeping Red Fescue

Drought Tolerant
Ladak

Tough, winter hardy, drought

tolerant

Also Available
Clover

Dryland Grass

Misc. Legumes

*All bags are 50 LBS
Prices subject to change
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Idaho Farm Bureau Federation graphic
The Idaho State Department of Agriculture has 
awarded a total of $1.85 million in grant money 
to 15 projects designed to benefit specialty crop 
growers in Idaho.

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Several farm com-
missions and other organizations were 
awarded $1.85 million in grant money 
through the Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture's 2021 specialty crop block 
grant program. The money will be 
used for research, promotion activities, 
and other projects designed to benefit 
specialty crop growers in Idaho.

ISDA awards money each year 
through its specialty crop block grant 
program, which is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

The program is designed to solely 
benefit specialty crops, which include 
vegetables, fruits, tree nuts, dried 
fruits, nursery and horticulture 
crops. 

Fifteen projects were 
awarded grant money 
this year.

Since it was created 
in 2009, the ISDA 
program has award-
ed a total of $16.5 
million to 165 
projects.

That money has proved especially 
important for some of Idaho’s smaller 
farm commissions, which are funded 
by growers and have limited budgets. 
For example, the money has enabled 
the Idaho Bean Commission to fund 
several research projects that have 
paid dividends for the state’s dry bean 
farmers.

“Those research dollars are a huge 
benefit for small ag commissions like 
ours and allow us to do research proj-
ects that we wouldn’t otherwise be able 
to afford to do,” said IBC Administra-
tor Andi Woolf-Weibye.

The bean commission this year was 
awarded a $133,000 grant to help fund 
a project led by University 

of Idaho researchers that will develop 
advanced diagnostic and detection 
methods to try to safeguard the health 
of bean plants in Idaho.

Idaho is the nation’s top bean seed 
producing state because of a statewide 
certification program that ensures 
bean seed grown here is 100 percent 
disease-free.

This project will help ensure Idaho 
uses the latest technology to help keep 
its reputation as the premier bean seed 
state in the nation, Woolf-Weibye said.

ISDA also awarded a $125,000 grant 
to a project by researchers from U of 
I, Boise State University and McCain 
Foods to study the impact of smoke on 
the storage and profitability of three 
common Russet potato varieties: Al-
pine, Burbank and Clearwater. 

BSU researchers received a $165,000 
grant to demonstrate the potential of 
using “pulsed electric field” technology 
to improve the quality of wine pro-
duced from grapes grown in Idaho. 

According to the project applica-
tion, “the implementation of (PEF) 
technology following grape harvest 
and prior to wine production has 
been demonstrated to amplify the 
quality of the wine product….”

The Idaho Apple Commission 
received a $175,000 grant to fund an 

ongoing research project by 
U of I’s pomology 

program that is 
studying the 

Idaho ag department 
awards $1.85 million in grants
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importers, retailers and foodservice 
operators.

The Idaho Preferred program, a 
marketing development division with-
in the ISDA, will get a $222,000 grant 
to promote Idaho specialty crops. 
According to the grant application for 
that project, “Consumer interest in 
purchasing local products has been 
very strong and the COVID pandemic 
accelerated the local trend even more.”

ISDA awarded the Idaho Wine Com-
mission an $89,000 grant to help fund 
a marketing campaign that targets 
journalists and social media influenc-
ers. 

Through targeted efforts, “the IWC 
hopes to strengthen consumer and 
media knowledge of the Idaho wine 
industry and expand sales and pro-
duction within the region,” the project 
application states.

The wine commission also received 
a $124,000 grant to improve weather 
and data-driven decision tools for Ida-
ho wine grape vineyards. According to 
the project application, the project is 
designed to “develop and provide tools 
that enhance and support decision 
making efforts for disease control, as 
well as improving irrigation efficiency.”

The Robotics Vision Lab at North-
west Nazarene University in Nampa 
received a $68,000 grant to develop 
an app for mobile devices that esti-
mates early fruit yields in orchards. 
According to the grant application, an 
algorithm will be implemented in a 

impact of different fruit wall and tree 
training configurations on tree growth, 
yield and fruit quality attributes of Fuji 
apples. 

The Idaho-Eastern Oregon Onion 
Committee was awarded a $140,000 
grant to fund a project that is inves-
tigating the emergence of two onion 
plant diseases in the region: onion 
leaf blight and bacterial bulb 
rot. 

The Treasure Valley of 
Idaho and Eastern Oregon 
produces almost a third of the nation’s 
dry bulb onion supply and production 
costs for farmers can be significant, 
reaching up to $5,000 per acre. These 
two diseases “are potential threats to 
yield and profit for onion producers,” 
the project application states. 

The Idaho Hop Commission re-
ceived a $30,000 grant to help fund a 
project led by U of I researchers that 
seeks to validate real-time diagnostic 
tests for four key diseases that affect 
hop foliage and can limit hop yield 
and quality. This project also seeks to 
determine the status of an emerging 
hop pathogen in Idaho and gain pre-
liminary data on the use of spore traps 
for disease prediction. 

ISDA awarded a $91,000 grant to the 
Idaho Nursey and Landscape Associa-
tion for a project that looks to multiply 
species of astragalus, which are eco-
nomically and ecologically important 
plants for medicinal purposes, animal 
forage, habitat restoration and land-
scaping. 

This will be done through micro-
propagation, which refers to a process 
where plant material is regenerated 
to produce thousands or millions of 
plants that can be transferred to the 
field. 

According to the project application, 
micropropagation of astragalus “will 
benefit Idaho nurseries, conservation-
ists and ethnobotanists.”

The Idaho Potato Commission 
received a $100,000 grant to continue 
a marketing program in Taiwan that 
seeks to give Idaho farmers a com-
petitive advantage in that market by 
developing awareness programs for 

farmer-friendly app for mobile devices 
that have an integrated camera and 
computer in one unit. 

According to the application, “The 
goal is to equip fruit growers with a 
tool that can support orchard manage-
ment in a simple but functional app.”

U of I researchers received a 
$129,000 grant to develop a new tool 
known as “direct tuber testing” that 
could drastically shorten the period 
of decision-making for sales of seed 
potato lots. The researchers propose 
to develop a methodology to conduct 
post-harvest tests in dormant tubers 
almost immediately after harvest. 

This new methodology could replace 
the winter grow-out test and enhance 
the marketing potential of Idaho seed 
potatoes.

The U of I received a $120,000 grant 
to develop a specialty crop seed health 
center of excellence. The project aims 
to provide a world-leading resource 
for growers and seed organizations in 
Idaho and the United States.

ISDA awarded U of I’s pomology 
program a $135,000 grant to contin-
ue research trials aimed at proving 
whether almonds and walnuts can be 
grown profitably in Idaho. This project 
is looking at growth, quality, bloom 
and maturity dates, cold tolerance and 
oil profiles of fully mature almonds 
and walnuts.  
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Thistles 
and the 

Northwest
By Tim Prather
University of Idaho

Our most famous thistle in the Northwest must be 
Cynara scolymus. It is one of the larger thistles you would 
encounter and probably the best tasting.  

It is a thistle commonly known as artichoke.  Other this-
tles we are familiar with are for other reasons and include 
bull thistle and Canada thistle. We often encounter these 
two in forested areas and they tend to increase after tree 
harvest.  

We have many options for site preparation that will con-
trol these species and after planting, we still have herbi-
cides containing clopyralid that are effective when applied 
during dormant season.  

The Pacific Northwest Weed Management Handbook 
(https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed) had a major update this 
year so be sure to consult it for managing thistles.

We have other thistles that are weedy that you may 
encounter including Scotch thistle, musk thistle, plume-
less thistle and Italian thistle. Most of these species can be 

found in “Idaho’s Noxious Weed” handbook, except Italian 
thistle.  

There are several thistles that are similar to Italian thistle 
including slenderflower thistle in neighboring Oregon and 
Washington. Slenderflower thistle currently is known to 
occur in western Oregon and Washington.  

These thistles tend to be found in drier areas but plume-
less thistle, Italian thistle and slenderflower thistle are 
found along rivers and mountain slopes from California to 
Washington.  

The location information suggests these thistles are also 
adapted to our forest systems and we should be on the 
lookout for them.

There will be a new addition to the University of Idaho 
bulletin on noxious weeds this year because of new addi-
tions to the noxious weed list. 

There is a new thistle added and it is closely related to 
Italian thistle and slenderflower thistle. It is called Turkish 
thistle and its scientific name is Carduus cinereus. 

The reason for talking about how related they are is that 
in some parts of the world all three – Italian thistle, slen-
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Thistles 
and the 

Northwest

ish thistle, we need to consider it may be located farther 
from the Snake River and tributaries of the Snake River.  

One function of an herbarium like Stillinger Herbarium is 
to maintain a historic record of plant distribution through 
its collection of plant mounts.  Those plant mounts then 
can always be reexamined as we have new information.  

In our present case, we know Turkish has been here at 
least since 1982 because we have Stillinger Herbarium. In 
addition, curators can be great resources to create helpful 
guides to plant distribution and plant identification.  

Prior to Legler leaving University of Idaho, he created 
a draft of a document called Thistles of the Inland Pacific 
Northwest. He and I will continue to work on the document 
and get it published through Idaho’s extension publication 
system. 

Herbaria across the Pacific Northwest have worked to-
gether to allow anyone to access herbarium collections from 
their own computers. Any of us can access www.pnwherbar-
ia.org to see any herbarium specimen in the collection.  

These are high-resolution pictures and the pictures also 
include the information on when and where a plant was 
collected. While there is great interest in maintaining the 
Stillinger Herbarium as a resource for Idaho, funding at 
universities is tight, so staffing and maintenance is a chal-
lenge and there are efforts to bolster financial support for 
the herbarium. 

Another factor to consider as we search for these weedy 
thistles is that we do have native thistles and we need to be 
sure we don’t allocate resources to their control.  

The Thistles of the Inland Pacific Northwest will include 
native thistles, so we know when we encounter a native 
thistle we don’t have to worry about. Native thistles, like 
many of the weedy thistles, are beautiful to look at and not 
so comfortable to hold.

Plant species around the globe move with our activity. 
Learning identification of these new plant species is essen-
tial so that we can limit their potential impact when they 
end up in the Pacific Northwest.  

Currently, our weedy thistles, Canada thistle and bull 
thistle, in forest systems cause us problems and we don’t 

want to expand the number of species we have to man-
age between harvest and early growth of new trees.  

So please be on the lookout for these closely related 
thistles because they do have characteristics that would 
allow them to move into forest systems after harvest.  

If you find a thistle you suspect might be a weedy 
thistle, you can send pictures of the plant to erickson-
weedid@uidaho.edu. The identification process is free to 
those who submit plants and you receive an identifica-
tion within a few days.

Tim Prather is a professor in the Department of Plant 
Sciences and is Senior Associate Director of the University 
of Idaho Rangeland Center.  

derflower thistle and Turkish thistle – are considered the 
same species, just different subspecies.  

So, for Italian thistle it is Carduus pycnocephalous and 
slenderflower thistle is Carduus pycnocephalous subsp 
tenuiflorus.  Turkish thistle then can be called Carduus 
pycnocephalous subsp cinereus.  

Some readers may say, “So what?” Yet one of the chal-
lenges can be telling the difference among the three species. 
All three have multiple flower heads all close together and 
all have spines on leaves and stems. Of the three, Turkish 
thistle has a short stem attached to each flower head despite 
being clustered.  

When we try to determine how long these species have 
been present, our historic records become very important. 
Just in the past few years some plants were thought to be 
Italian thistle but the short stems below the flower heads 
presented problems and botanists in Oregon pursued 
identification and with the help of John Gaskin, a USDA 
researcher in Montana, they determined they were actually 
looking at Turkish thistle and not Italian thistle.  

Turkish thistle was not known to be 
found in North America!  

Our former curator, Ben Legler at the 
Stillinger Herbarium on the University of 
Idaho campus, went through collections at 
Stillinger and found something interesting. 

One herbarium sheet collected in 1982 
along the Snake River at Pine Bar was 

identified as Italian thistle but Legler 
could tell it was Turkish thistle.  

So, we now know that while the 
discovery is recent, the 
species has been hiding in 
plain sight in Idaho and in 
Oregon.  

Rather than a small radius 
of plant survey to deter-

mine the extent of the 
distribution of Turk-

OPPOSITE PAGE: Bull thistle, next to stump, often colonizes early after 
tree harvest. (Photo by Joe DiTomaso)
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – Total federal govern-
ment payments to Idaho farmers and 
ranchers dropped 41 percent in 2021 
compared with 2020. 

Government payments to U.S. 
farmers and ranchers increased sub-
stantially in 2020 due to the financial 
assistance provided to agricultural 
producers through USDA’s Coronavi-
rus Food Assistance Program. 

That money was approved by Con-
gress to assist farmers and ranchers 
that were impacted financially by the 
government-ordered shutdowns due to 
COVID-19.

Some of those payments carried over 
into the 2021 calendar year but for the 
most part, they decreased substan-
tially last year compared with 2020. 
As a result, total federal government 
payments to ag producers around the 
nation decreased substantially last 
year.  

CFAP payments to Idaho ag produc-

Federal payments to Idaho farmers down 41 percent 
ers totaled $337 million in 2021, which 
was half of what they were the previ-
ous year.  

Total federal government payments 
to Idaho farmers and ranchers in 2021 
are estimated at $488 million, which is 
41 percent lower than what they were 
in 2020. 

Those estimates are provided in Uni-
versity of Idaho’s “Financial Condition 
of Idaho Agriculture: 2021” report, 
which was released to state lawmakers 
Jan. 6. 

The CFAP payments were an anom-
aly and in a typical year, Idaho farmers 
and ranchers get a very small percent-
age – from 1 to 2 percent – of their 
total farm income from federal govern-
ment payments. 

For example, in 2018 and 2019, 
according to the Financial Condition 
of Idaho Agriculture reports for those 
calendar years, government payments 
to Idaho ag producers totaled about 
$180 million, and in 2014 and 2015, 
they totaled about $90 million. 

On average, U.S. farmers and ranch-

ers get a much higher percentage of 
their overall farm income from federal 
government payments. 

“Idaho farmers don’t farm the gov-
ernment,” U of I Agricultural Econo-
mist Garth Taylor regularly reminds 
Idaho lawmakers when he presents the 
Financial Condition of Idaho Agricul-
ture report each year. 

This year’s report estimated Idaho 
farmers and ranchers received 0.7 
percent of total federal government 
payments to U.S. ag producers in 2021. 

CFAP payments accounted for 69 
percent of total federal government 
payments to Idaho ag producers in 
2021. 

Grain commodity program pay-
ments to Idaho farmers and ranchers 
in 2021 are estimated at $96 million by 
U of I economists, while conservation 
program payments are estimated at 
$29 million. 

Disaster program payments to Idaho 
ag producers are estimated at $26 
million in 2021, the highest total in the 
past decade.  

Photo by Sean Ellis
Potatoes are harvested in an East Idaho field in this Idaho Farm Bureau Federation file photo. Total federal government payments to Idaho farmers 
and ranchers dropped 41 percent in 2021 compared with 2020. 
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Idaho agriculture is big and growing
By Sean Ellis

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – When it comes to total revenue 
and economic output, Idaho’s agriculture 
industry is big and it’s getting bigger.

“We’re not only big but we’re also 
growing,” University of Idaho Agricultural 
Economist Garth Taylor told lawmakers 
Jan. 6. “Idaho is a very small state econom-
ically but we have big agriculture.”

While total net farm income in Idaho 
declined 8 percent in 2021 compared with 
2020 because farm production expenses 
reached a record level, total gross farm-
gate revenue in the state increased 9 
percent to a record $8.9 billion.

According to U of I’s annual Financial 
Condition of Idaho Agriculture report, 
farm-gate receipts for Idaho farmers and 
ranchers increased by almost $780 million 
in 2021.

A separate University of Idaho report 
released in January shows the state’s ag-
riculture industry directly and indirectly 
accounts for 17 percent of Idaho’s total 
economic output, 12.5 percent of Idaho’s 
total gross domestic product and one of 
every eight jobs in the state. 

According to Taylor, Idaho is the fifth 
largest agriculture state in the nation 
when it comes to gross domestic product 
generated by agriculture as a percentage of 
a state’s total GDP.

And the impact that agriculture has 
within Idaho’s economy continues to grow, 
significantly, he said.

Over the past two decades, Idaho 
agriculture is growing at a faster rate than 
the state economy as a whole and also the 
national farm economy as a whole, Taylor 
told lawmakers.

From 1997-2020, in inflation-adjusted 
dollars, Idaho GDP grew by more than 100 
percent, while Idaho farm GDP grew by 
more than 200 percent, Taylor said.

Based on data from USDA’s Economic 
Research Service, total Idaho farm-gate 
receipts grew by 60 percent on a real-dollar 
basis from 1997-2020, Taylor said, while 
total U.S. farm-gate receipts grew by 10 

percent during that same time.
Based on U.S. Department of Commerce 

and U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 
data, he said, while Idaho farm GDP grew 
200 percent in real-dollar terms from 
1997-2020, total GDP from U.S. farming 
grew 90 percent during that time.

It’s production agriculture and not food 
processing that is driving most of the 
growth in Idaho farm GDP, Taylor said.

For example, total GDP from Idaho’s 
food processing industry grew by 60 per-
cent from 1997-2020.

“It’s your farmers – grandma and 
grandpa on a tractor – that are driving this 
growth,” Taylor said. “The major growth 
which we see in agriculture in Idaho has 
been in production agriculture, not in food 
processing.”

Taylor attributed the rapid growth in the 

state’s agricultural economy to a pro-agri-
culture climate in Idaho, especially com-
pared with some neighboring states.

While the agricultural community can 
have wild revenue swings from quarter to 
quarter and year to year, the good news is 
that the industry has a stabilizing impact 
on local economies, Taylor said. 

That’s because regardless of the price a 
potato farmer or dairyman gets for their 
commodity, the potatoes still need to be 
planted, fertilized and harvested and the 
cows still need to be milked and fed, he 
said.

“That volatility (within the ag industry) 
does not transmit into the local economies 
surrounding agriculture; they’re insulated 
from a great deal of that,” Taylor said. “All 
the purchases agriculture makes in the 
rural communities … are very stable.”  

Photo by Sean Ellis
Idaho’s agriculture industry is big and getting bigger, a University of Idaho agricultural economist 
told lawmakers Jan. 6.

“The major growth which we see in agriculture in Idaho 
has been in production agriculture, not in food processing.”
			   - Garth Taylor, U of I Agricultural Economist
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

FORT HALL – Five members of 
Eastern Idaho’s agriculture industry 
were inducted into the Eastern Idaho 
Agriculture Hall of Fame March 18. 

The Hall of Fame’s 35-member 
board inducted Max R. Gould, a 
farmer and trucker; Dr. Robert Cope, 
a veterinarian; Mark R. Ricks, an agri-
cultural producer; Dennis W. Snarr, a 

Five inducted into East Idaho 
Ag Hall of Fame

farmer and rancher; and Matt Wood-
ward, a farmer and conservationist. 

“We’re here to celebrate the legacy of 
great agriculturalists in the state,” said 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
Director Celia Gould. 

People who have made significant 
contributions to agriculture in Eastern 
Idaho are chosen for the honor each 
year.

“What a great blessing we have to 
live in this area,” Ricks said after being 

Photo by Julie Hillebrant
Five members of Eastern Idaho’s agriculture industry were inducted into the Eastern Idaho Agriculture Hall of Fame March 18. About 300 people 
attended the induction ceremony. 

inducted.
This year’s inductees were honored 

during the EIAHF’s annual recogni-
tion dinner in Fort Hall. Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation is a member of the 
EIAHF.

About 300 people involved with the 
state’s agricultural industry, including 
Gould and Gov. Brad Little, attended 
the recognition dinner.

Cope said he has spoken to many 
groups throughout his career and add-
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ed, “I do believe this is the most important group I’ve ever 
spoken to.” 

Max R. Gould, Teton 
Alongside his brothers Ted and Vern, Gould started farm-

ing in the 1970s, growing seed and commercial potatoes 
on their family farm. Early operations involved developing 
an irrigation delivery system which moved water from the 
Teton River to Gould farm ground in both Teton and Madi-
son counties.

About this same time, Gould began trucking the com-
modities grown on his own ground and for numerous East-
ern Idaho producers and he did this for more than 40 years. 

He is still involved 
in the day-to-day 
operations of both 
the farm and Max 
Gould Trucking, 
Inc.

Gould, his son 
Darrin and grand-
son Ryan still farm 
about 2,000 acres 
of potatoes, wheat 
and barley. He is 
also an owner in 

Idaho Sunfresh, a fresh pack potato shed in Rigby.  
He has also served in the United Potato Grower organiza-

tion in the early 2000s. 
Dr. Robert Cope, Salmon

The tag line on his e-mail address – “cowdoc75” – sums 
up the life of Salmon veterinarian Robert Cope. For more 
than 40 years he has taken care of livestock in the Lemhi 
Valley.  

Raised on a small farm in Kansas, Cope attended the 
Kansas State University of Veterinary Science. He and his 
wife, Terry, settled in Lemhi County where he continues to 
practice veterinary medicine, has conducted research, and 
has spent countless hours serving as a county commissioner 
and a representative on various boards.  

Cope worked with other veterinarians in finding answers 

Max R. Gould

Dr. Robert Cope

to “weak calf syn-
drome” and other 
disease control 
efforts in Lemhi 
County.

According to 
his Hall of Fame 
nomination, Cope 
has spent more 
than 43 years ded-
icating “himself 
to the betterment 
of the agriculture 
community of Central Idaho, both as a skilled veterinarian 
and as a leading officer of local government.” 

Mark R. Ricks, Rexburg
Farming and the agriculture industry have been, and 

continue to be, the professional life of Ricks. In 1966, while 
working on the family farm, Mark, his father and uncles 
drilled the first deep irrigation well in Teton County.  

Mark continued to work with family members and even-
tually went out on his own. The Ricks farming operation ex-
panded from 180 acres in the early years, to a current total 
of 2,800 acres of ag ground.  

He annually 
raises 2,200 acres 
of wheat and bar-
ley, 500 acres of 
seed potatoes and 
100 acres of grass 
hay.

Working with, 
and participating 
in, the Natural 
Resource Con-
servation Service 
programs, Mark 
has been a leader 
in conservation and providing irrigation to water thousands 
of acres in western Teton County.  

He has long worked with other seed potato growers in 
Teton and Madison counties in maintaining the Teton Seed 
Management Area.

Dennis W. Snarr, Idaho Falls
Growing up on a farm in the Osgood area, Snarr enjoyed 

working alongside his father, Dean. After graduating from 
college, he went into partnership with his father and the 
corporation, “Dean Snarr and Son,” was formed.  

The two expanded the farm into the Roberts area in 1974 
where it continued to grow into the operation it is today.  

Dennis has been the managing partner of Dean Snarr and 
Son for almost 50 years. In that time, he has improved irri-
gation practices and profitability as new irrigation equip-
ment advancements came available.  

Good crop rotation has always been a focus of the farm. 

Mark R. Ricks

Photo by Julie Hillebrant
Idaho State Department of Agriculture Director Celia Gould speaks to 
members of the state’s farm and ranch industry March 18 during the 
Eastern Idaho Agriculture Hall of Fame induction ceremony. 
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Snarr also works 
closely with the 
Natural Resourc-
es Conservation 
Service and Farm 
Service Agency in 
Jefferson County 
to make changes 
that will improve 
soil health, water 
conservation and 
crop yields.  

Most recently, 
some of the changes include the incorporation of cover 
crops and no-till planting into his farm practices. His farm 
also uses tools like spreading manure and using natural 
fertilizers, like fish compost, to help soil health. 

Matt Woodard, Idaho Falls
Farming has been part of Woodward’s life since his early 

life growing up on a dry farm in the Antelope Creek area 
near Ririe.  

The Woodard family were among the first farmers in the 
Antelope Creek area to install terraces, creating a model 
conservation farm. Early on, the family has used conserva-
tion tillage, cross slop farming and chiseling/subsoiling to 
control soil ero-
sion from spring 
runoff.  

Their early 
efforts to incorpo-
rate soil and water 
conservation 
practices helped 
convince other 
farmers to do the 
same and these 
practices continue 
with success.

In addition to 
establishing conservation methods to preserve water on the 
farm, Woodward became involved in the Sharp-tail Grouse 
Enhancement Program, using 300 acres of his land to help 
the challenged species, and he has been involved with the 
Mule Deer Enhancement Program and other habitat proj-
ects.  

Woodward’s dedication to conservation has led him to 
leadership positions, enabling him to assist other producers 
with securing approvals and find financing for voluntary 
soil, water and habitat enhancement projects on private 
land. He has often served as a liaison between agricultur-
al landowners, conservation groups and state and federal 
agencies. 

Ed Duren Memorial Young Producer Award 
During the EIAHF’s annual recognition dinner, four farm 

and ranch owners-operators received the Ed Duren Memo-
rial Young Producer Award, which recognizes agricultural 
producers under the age of 45 for production innovations, 
leadership and who has had a positive impact on the Easter 
Idaho ag industry. 

The award was established by the Eastern Idaho Agricul-
ture Hall of Fame in 2018, to honor the memory of inductee 
and former board member Ed Duren (1935-2017), who 
spent his 39-year career as a University of Idaho Extension 
livestock specialist, educator, author, and mentor to hun-
dreds of young farmers, ranchers and ag industry profes-
sionals.  

The 2022 class of Ed Duren Memorial Young Produc-
er Award recipients are Steve Shively; Luke Hicks; David 
Mundt; and Tyson Coles.

Luke Hicks, of Rigby, operates a diversified farm/live-
stock operation. As well as irrigated farms where he raises 
barley, wheat, silage corn and alfalfa, he has owned and 
rented pasture.  

Hicks has developed a vertically integrated livestock 
program with raised and purchased calves, stockers, grass 
cattle, yearlings/feedlot cattle and cow/calf pairs. This mod-
el has enabled him to purchase cattle locally, and to access 
quality and volume market opportunities in several states, 
which in turn enables him to buy more local cattle. 

Tyson Coles, of Milo, has brought attention to the bene-
fits of regenerative agriculture by improving soil health and 
crop/pasture productivity on dry and irrigated ground with 
traditional and cover crops, multi-species and rotational 
grazing, and other practices.  

His system has attracted national attention from ag me-
dia and those interested in learning about diversified and 
sustainable crop/graze systems, he hosts visitors and tours, 
and has been a presenter at farm and livestock educational 
events. 

David Mundt, of Firth, raises grain crops and fresh-mar-
ket potatoes and was among the first to test, then commer-
cially grow and harvest the ancient grain, quinoa, as a new 
crop for the area, contributing to the acreage necessary for a 
quinoa processing plant to establish in Idaho Falls. 

Mundt is a graduate of Northwest Farm Credit Service’s 
AgVision program and has served as an officer on the North 
Bingham Soil Conservation board.

Steve Shively, of Terreton, is a fourth-generation farmer. 
He is a vested partner in Shively Custom Farming and runs 
a stand-alone ag commodity trucking business. 

Always interested in farm technology and innovation, 
Shively plants and harvests about 1,000 acres of corn, cus-
tom stacks thousands of hay and straw bales, harvests corn 
and grain, markets commodities nation-wide, and worked 
with university and industry researchers as an early adopter 
and proponent of irrigation water efficiency measures, in-
cluding LESA (Low Elevation Spray Application) sprinkler 
modifications.   

Matt Woodward

Dennis. W. Snarr
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As the tempera-
tures begin to 
warm and the 

amount of daylight 
each day becomes lon-
ger and longer, we all 
get just a little anxious 
about spring work. 
After all, that is what 
we do. 

The futures mar-
kets have remained 
at fairly good levels 
that have given you 
an opportunity to 
forward contract some 
bushels at reasonable 
levels. Having said 
that, it now looks to 
be somewhat relative 
as the costs of doing 
business have also 
increased to levels that will still challenge you.

At times it looks as though we can’t catch a break but on 
the positive side, we could have seen higher input costs 
without higher prices for the commodities we are produc-
ing. So I guess what I am saying is that every year is differ-
ent with its own set of sometimes new challenges but at this 
time these aren’t challenges that can’t be overcome.

Many times, we don’t have any say in what comes down 
the pike. Mother Nature can treat us good or not so good 
all within just a few days. What we are charged for fuel and 
fertilizer is at times completely out of our control. 

Yes, we still need to do the very best we can at pricing our 
inputs but we will never be able to contract fuel at $2 when 
the market is at $4. We can only do the best we can do. The 
same holds true to the commodities we produce. Only histo-
ry will tell us how good we did. 

Let’s take a look at where we are at this time. The conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine has put some fairly good pre-
miums in the futures markets. 

2022 will be a challenging year

‘There is a positive as well as a 
negative side to every transaction.’

Grain Marketing
By Clark Johnston

Owner JC Management Co.

At the time I wrote this, we had moved down off of 
the highs but were still at good levels for selling into. 
The volatility was higher than I have ever seen. One 
week in the middle of March the Chicago May wheat 
contract traded an average daily range from the low 
to the high of 75 cents per bushel.

Possibly the largest challenge this year will be 
water and the lack of it in most areas. We are going 
to see a loss in some acreage for certain commodities 
as well as a reduction in production of others. 

We are hearing of some areas with only enough 
water to produce two cuttings of hay this year. This 
leaves us with the possibility of steady to higher hay 
prices. This is good and not so good all at the same 
time depending on whether you are a seller or buyer. 

What we do know (in some cases) is that yield is 
just as important if not more important than price. 
It all comes back to dollars per acre. 

In the grain markets producers are currently a 
little hesitant to contract much of their crop with 
last year still fresh on their minds. There are still 
means to protect your downside risk in the markets 

by using the futures markets. 
Remember, we have visited about how nothing is perfect. 

There is a positive as well as a negative side to every trans-
action. That doesn’t mean that one is good while the other 
is bad; it just means that they are different and you can 
accomplish your end goal by using a variety of programs.

An example is that at this time the basis for new crop 
soft white wheat looks to be low while the cash bid is OK; 
however, you could use the futures market or a “Hedge 
to Arrive” contract to set the futures price while futures 
are at these levels and then set your basis once it begins to 
strengthen. 

This is without a doubt going to be a challenging year. 
One report is estimating that the cost of food worldwide 
could increase as much as 22% during the year. 

When I say challenging, I feel it will be challenging for 
the producer to the brokers and elevators to the processors 
to the users (feedlots and bakers) to the consumers. 

Often times, it is difficult for the consumers to think 
about us as producers and our challenges but we can al-
ways keep in mind the challenges of the consumers; after 
all, in the long run, that is who we are working for.  
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Photos by Nick Blanksma
This picture is of a potato field in Elmore County, which ranks as the No. 7 county in Idaho when it comes to total farm revenue.

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Elmore County is one of Idaho’s 
most important counties when it 
comes to agriculture and it’s also expe-
riencing strong population growth like 
much of the rest of the state.

One of the main focuses of the 
Elmore County Farm Bureau organiza-
tion is to make sure those newcomers 
understand the important role farmers 
and ranchers play in the county.

Elmore is one of Idaho’s top farm counties
“We want to be the voice to educate 

people who move here on the benefits 
of agricultural production and how 
important farming and ranching are, 
not only to the county but the state 
as well,” said ECFB President Nick 
Blanksma, who grows potatoes and 
alfalfa near Hammett. 

Elmore County ranchers and farm-
ers brought in a total of $487 million 
in farm-gate revenue in 2019, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis. That ranked the county No. 

7 out of Idaho’s 44 counties in that 
category.

When it comes to farm-gate reve-
nue, which is the money agricultural 
producers receive for their commodity, 
cattle and calves and the dairy sectors 
are the two biggest contributors in 
Elmore County. 

According to the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture, the livestock industry 
brought in $311 million in farm-gate 
receipts in Elmore County during the 
2017 census year and the crop sector 

Agricultural Profile
Elmore County
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accounted for $119 million in farm 
revenue. 

“The cattle and dairy industries are 
definitely the two leading agricultural 
sectors in Elmore County,” Blanksma 
said. 

According to the ag census, there 
were a total of 170,000 cattle and calves 
in Elmore County in 2017. 

But agriculture in the county con-
sists of a lot more than just livestock, 
Blanksma said. 

“Elmore County has a healthy mix 
of agriculture commodities,” he said. 
“There are quite a few different crops 
grown here.”

According to the ag census, 45,846 
acres of forage crops, mainly hay, were 
produced in the county in 2017, and 
also 19,751 acres of wheat, 15,296 acres 
of grain and 13,069 acres of potatoes. 
A decent amount of onions and other 
crops are also grown there.

“We have a good climate that sup-
ports a variety of crops,” Blanksma 
said. 

Besides educating people about 
agriculture in the county, the Elmore 
County Farm Bureau also focuses a 
lot of time and resources on youth, 
including offering them scholarships.

“A big focus of Elmore County Farm 
Bureau is trying to increase scholar-
ship participation among our youth 
and let them know that we support 

them because they are the future of not 
only agriculture, but Farm Bureau as 
well,” Blanksma said.

According to the ag census, there 
were 340 farms in Elmore County in 
2017 and 358,454 total acres of land 
in farms, including both cropland and 

Potatoes are planted in a field in Elmore County, which ranks as the No. 7 county in Idaho when it 
comes to total farm revenue.

pastureland. 
The average-sized farm in the county 

was 1,054 acres during the 2017 census 
year, which was more than double the 
statewide average of 468 acres.

There are plenty of big farms in 
Elmore County – 48 were more than 

1,000 acres in size in 2017 
– but there are also a lot of 
small farms – 122 were from 
1 to 9 acres in size. 

Ninety-six percent of all 
farms in the county were 
family farms in 2017 and 14 
percent of Elmore County 
farms sold product directly 
to consumers, which was 
double the statewide average 
of 7 percent.  

Elmore County ranchers and 
farmers brought in a total of $487 
million in farm-gate revenue in 
2019, according to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis.

Agricultural Profile
Elmore County
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1264  dginder@gmail.com

Paying cash for old cork top 
embossed bottles and some tele-
phone insulators as well as other 
vintage and antique items. Call 
Randy. Payette, ID. 208-740-0178.

Paying cash for German & 
Japanese war relics/souvenirs! 
Pistols, rifles, swords, daggers, 
flags, scopes, optical equipment, 
uniforms, helmets, machine guns 
(ATF rules apply) medals, flags, etc. 
208-405-9338.

Pre-1970 Idaho License Plates 
Wanted: Also Revere Ware 
and Solar-Sturges Permanent 
cookware, and old signs.  Will pay 
cash.  Please email, text, call, or 
write. Gary Peterson, 115 E D St, 
Moscow, ID  83843. gearlep@gmail.
com.  208-285-1258

Paying cash for junk cars and 
pickups in the Mini-Cassia and 
Magic Valley areas. Please call 
208-431-1216.

drawbar fantail $85. Three-hole 
winch fantail $50. Both for $110. 
1905 Davis Safe $110.  Lewiston, ID 
743-9204

1963 Comache 250 airplane with 
200 hours on a chrome major over-
haul. Has been hangered most of 
its life. Pilot lost license due to age. 
Rupert, ID 208-532-4411.

Two Thunderbird bearing sprock-
ets rebuilt $250 each industrial 
chipper with 1000 rpm pto for 
tractor $900 obo rodinator gopher 
blaster with four wheel trailer and 
tanks $1900 handmade stainless 
steel shovel with your name 
stamped 208-550-4619

Almond color 39 Chevy Coupe 
restored to original, upholstery is 
excellent. Same owner for 35 years, 
car show ready. $24,000. Gran-
geville 208-507-2150.

Build your ideal log structure. We 
have both pine and fir logs and 
can assist with any carport, barn, 
house, or shop design. Oftentimes 
cheaper than metal buildings. 
Cabins too! We design, deliver, and 
install. Just call - John 208-781-
0691.

Our Idaho family loves old wood 
barns and would like to restore/re-
build your barn on our Idaho farm. 
Would you like to see your barn 
restored/rebuilt rather than rot 
and fall down? Call Ken & Corrie 
208-530-6466.

Vintage snowmobiles pre 1980s. 
Mercury snow, trail twisters, 
Polaris, txt xl, star rires, Yamaha, 
GPX, SRX, Exciters, Ski doo, TNT, 
Rvs Bizzard, Ripp, Nitro or other 
performance sleds. Kimberly, ID 
Text call or email Craig 208-539-

on rear. Included:  Shop Manual, 
drawbar, top link and chains for 
rear. Engine overhaul – 2020. Price 
$5950.00. Call or text 208-892-1887 

Balewagons: New Holland self-pro-
pelled or pull-type models, parts, 
tires, manuals. Also interested in 
buying balewagons. Will consider 
any model. Call Jim Wilhite at 208-
880-2889 anytime.

1973 Veermer Trencher Gas M450 
blade and back-hoe with 12” buck-
et, Ford engine. Firm $4,250. Gem 
County 208-757-3943

ALFALFA SEED $2.70/LB.
Alfalfa seed, $2.70/lb., Dormancy 4. 
Tests well with great persistence 
and winter hardiness. Inoculated in 
50lb. bags. Kuna, ID. Contact Dave 
208-890-1066 or Jessica 208-761-
2720 or email seed@davereynolds-
farms.com  

Hesston 4655 Little Baler; asking 
$8,500. Case 8555 Baler; asking 
$8,555. H&S CR12 Hayrake, ground 
driven; asking $4,500. John Deere 
4010 Tractor; asking $12,000. All 
have been maintained well. Kuna, 
ID 208-559-6091

Cedar Big Stout fence posts 7ft 
$4.75 per post, you haul or $7 deliv-
ered. Orofino, ID  208-816-1620

65.22 Acres in Teton Valley Idaho. 
Just two miles from the mouth of 
the Teton Mountains. Great ground 
for development or your personal 
house. Leave a message 208-351-
2968.

One five-hole double depth 

2-year-old purebred Nubian Billy 
Goat. Has classy kids on ground. 
Asking $ 200 OBO. Located in 
Georgetown, ID. Call Nadine at 
208-847-0309 leave a message.

Registered Black Angus Bulls for 
sale 20 months old. Fed no grain. 
Call 208-351-6654

AKC and ASCA registered Aus-
tralian Shepherds. Our dogs are 
family raised and come from the 
finest herding stock. If you need a 
companion that excels in loyalty 
and intelligence, please look into 
our program. We are located just 
outside of Coeur d’Alene. 208 651 
4359.

For Sale: AKC registered Anato-
lian Shepherd Livestock guardian 
dogs. www.elkhornasd.com, www.
elkhornbnb.com Mesa, ID 208-741-
2071

Wil-Rich 13 bottom plow in good 
condition. $10,000 Inkom, ID call or 
text 208-251-0457

Owatanna 35 Swather, Allis 
Chalmers Baler, Oliver 77 Tractor, 
IH Grain Drill, Two Bottom Plow, A 
Frame Hoist, Metal Posts, I Beams, 
Tool Bar, Misc. East Idaho Area. 
For more info text Number to 208-
569-1855.

Stanley Chipper for sale. Only used 
two times. $100. Murtaugh 208-731-
7040.

Fordson Major Diesel, 42 Hp. 6 
speed Trans. 3 pt. Hitch, Very good 
tires, Fluid and wheel weights 

Classifieds
LIVESTOCK

FARMING/EQUIPMENT

Free Classified ads for  
Idaho Farm Bureau Members

Send to knlindauer@idahofb.org

FOR SALE

AUTO

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

FREE 
Non-commercial classified 
ads are free to Idaho Farm 

Bureau members. Must include 
membership number for free 

ad. Forty (40) words maximum. 
Non-member cost is 50 cents 
per word. You may advertise 

your own crops, livestock, used 
machinery, household items, 
vehicles, etc. Ads will not be 
accepted by phone, Ads run 
one time only and must be 

re-submitted in each subse-
quent issue. We reserve the 
right to refuse to run any ad. 
Please type or print clearly. 

Proofread your ad. Ads must be 
received by April 14th for the 

May Quarterly.
Mail ad copy to:

FARM BUREAU PRODUCER
P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 

83205-4848
or email Kristy at knlindauer@

idahofb.org



Save the Dates &  
Grab Your Clubs! 

Idaho FFA Foundation’s Golf 

MAGIC VALLEY 
May 18, 2022  

Clear Lake Country Club 
Buhl, Idaho 

 

NORTH IDAHO 
August 2, 2022 

Lewiston Golf & Country Club 
Lewiston, Idaho 

TREASURE VALLEY 
June 15, 2022 

Shadow Valley Golf Course 
Boise, Idaho 

120 PLAYING SPOTS AVAILABLE! 

QUESTIONS:  
For information about  

registration and sponsorships 

CALL: 208-614-4968 

144 PLAYING SPOTS AVAILABLE! 

128 PLAYING SPOTS AVAILABLE! 

Support over 5,200 Idaho FFA  
members from 97 chapters across 

the state.  Funds go to scholarships, 
grants,  FFA program  

support and more.  

EAST IDAHO 
June 28, 2022 

Pinecrest Golf Course 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

144 PLAYING SPOTS AVAILABLE! 

$110/Single  $440/Foursome 

$110/Single  $440/Foursome 

$130/Single  $520/Foursome 

$105/Single  $420/Foursome 
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

McCAMMON – Bannock County 
Farm Bureau members went into the 
classroom March 3 to teach a group 
of fourth-graders in McCammon the 
difference between conventional and 
organic food production. 

Bannock County farmers Stacy 
Burmester and Sandra Smith, who are 
both members of BCFB’s Promotion 
and Education Committee, also taught 
the students at Mountain View Ele-
mentary School a little about Idaho 
agriculture in general. 

At the beginning of the lesson, al-
most all of the students thought there 
was a nutritional difference between 
food raised through conventional 
methods vs. food raised through or-
ganic methods.

By the end of the lesson, the stu-
dents understood that while there is 
consumer demand for both organic 
and conventional food, organic and 
conventional farming are just different 
methods of producing food but the 
nutritional value of organically and 
conventionally produced food is the 
same. 

“Conventional farming and organic 
farming are both farming; they both 
grow food but they use different meth-
ods,” said Smith, who raises beef cattle 
as well as wheat and hay, in Arimo.

Holding up two apples, she said, 
“If you eat both apples, they have the 
same ingredients in them. The nutri-
tional level is the same.”

“We need both methods of farming 
to survive,” said Burmester, a hay farm-
er from Downey. “You could not feed 
the world with just organic farming. 
You have to have conventional farming 
as well.”

“You can eat both and they are both 
nutritious; it’s just a different way of 
farming,” she added. 

The lesson was a hands-on learning 

Bannock County farmers teach students 
about agriculture

Photo by Sean Ellis
Sandra Smith, who raises cattle in Arimo, teaches fourth-grade students at Mountain View Ele-
mentary School in McCammon about the difference between conventional and organic farming 
March 3. 

experience that included apples, pears, 
carrots, cucumbers, bananas and 
grapes. 

The students also watched a short 
video that explained the difference 
between conventional and organic 
farming: “While they use different 
methods, they both work to meet the 
global demand for food.”

Another short video introduced the 
fourth-graders to some of the many 
agricultural commodities that Idaho 
farmers and ranchers produce. 

It explained that Idaho farmers and 
ranchers produce 185 different com-
modities and the state ranks in the top 
10 nationally in 25 agricultural com-
modities. 

The video taught the students some 
things they already knew – Idaho is the 
nation’s top potato-producing state – 
and some things they probably didn’t 
know – there are more cattle than peo-
ple in Idaho, seed produced in Idaho 
is prized globally, Idaho ranks No. 1 in 
alfalfa hay production, and the state, 
along with part of Eastern Oregon, is 

home to the largest onion producing 
region in the United States. 

Bannock County Farm Bureau mem-
bers have been teaching fourth-grade 
students about agriculture for many 
years and in recent years have focused 
on explaining the difference between 
conventional and organic farming. 

“The kids love that presentation; 
they have fun with it,” said Lorelle 
Anderson, the school’s fourth-grade 
teacher. 

Burmester said the Bannock County 
Farm Bureau organization believes 
it’s important that youth understand 
where their food comes from “and that 
organic and conventional are just dif-
ferent methods of farming. They both 
produce nutritious food.”

“If we don’t tell the story of agricul-
ture and what we do, they won’t hear 
it,” she added.

She concluded the lesson by telling 
the students: “We love what we do. It’s 
not easy sometimes to farm, so keep 
the farmers in your prayers.”  
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By Paige Nelson
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

FORT HALL – Idaho farmers are 
proud of the rich, volcanic soil in 
which they grow their crops. 

But that fantastic soil originated 
from the erosion of rocks and, un-
fortunately for many farmers, those 
ancestral rocks are still nestled in, snug 
as can be, in many Idaho fields. 

Trevor Thompson, president of Ter-
raClear Inc., says that’s where his new 
rock-picking machine steps in. Because 

TerraClear ‘rocks’ Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation convention 

Photo by Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation members watch a new rock-picking machine being demonstrated Nov. 30 during IFBF’s annual convention, which 
was held in Fort Hall. 

TerraClear is based out of Grangeville, 
Idaho, and Bellevue, Wash., basically 
all of the research and development 
done on the rock picker was per-
formed in our neck of the woods. 

“We know it works in Idaho,” says 
Thompson. 

Picking rocks in 2022
The picker, which was showcased 

during Idaho Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s annual convention in December, 
is designed with a mechanical arm 
fitted with rotating tracks that act 
as teeth. Behind the arm is a slotted 

bucket with tines 3 inches apart. This 
allows the bucket to hold the rocks, 
letting the dirt fall through. The arm is 
operated with a joystick and moves left 
and right to distribute the rocks in the 
bucket efficiently. 

Ultimately, explains Thompson, if 
you can get the bucket in the right 
spot, you just push a single button and 
the whole picking motion — tracks 
running and the arm going down at 
the rock — happens all on its own. 

The rotating tracks then work to spit 
the rock into the bucket. 
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That’s just the mechanical side of 
TerraClear. Using artificial intelligence 
and drone footage, the company also 
provides field mapping of rocks, up to 
500 acres per day. 

The AI looks at all the rocks in the 
field and creates the most efficient path 
for the operator to follow as they head 
out to work. 

The AI even identifies the size of 
each rock in the field. 

“We map fields so farmers know 
exactly where the rocks are, classified 
by size,” Thompson says. “We designed 
a precision rock picker that hyper-ef-
ficiently removes the rocks. It allows 
farmers to travel directly to their 
problematic rocks and quickly remove 
them without disrupting the soil.”

A better way
TerraClear claims it all began with 

the “classic founder story.” The idea 
started where many good ideas start, 
in a field. 

The founder was picking rocks by 
hand and had the same thought as 
anyone who has ever picked rocks: 
“There’s got to be a better way to do 
this!” 

He took his problem to Seattle where 
he had a network of professionals, 
from mechanical engineers to AI gurus 

and robotics specialists, help find the 
answer. According to Thompson, the 
solution was two-fold: 

• First, identify where all the rocks 
are. There’s a huge efficiency problem 
in doing that. Farmers can’t just roam 
a 500-acre field picking rocks very 
well. They can pick some of the rocks 
and put a dent in it, but they’ll never 
know for sure how big the problem is 
or how well it’s been solved.

• Secondly, there’s got to be a better 
way to pick rocks. Traditional rock 
pickers are slow or very hard on the 
ground, so people opt to just pick their 
rocks by hand, says Thompson. The 
TerraClear team’s aim was to mimic 
the human way of picking rocks. 

The tool suite they designed an-
swered both questions: thorough field 
mapping for efficiency in tandem with 
robotic arm picking for individual 
rocks. 

Picking it right
TerraClear touts that its robotic arm 

is both versatile and compatible. 
It’s versatile because it can be used 

in any field condition. 
“You’re not restrained to a bare soil, 

cultivated field,” says Thompson. “You 
can put it in a pastureland if you want. 
You can pick on a seeded field. You can 

pick on a disced field. You can pick in 
any condition that you’re comfortable 
getting the equipment out there.”

The compatibility angle was a highly 
sought-after design component. Terra-
Clear’s team wanted their machinery 
to work for everybody and every piece 
of equipment possible. 

“Everybody has a different skid 
steer,” Thompson says. “We put a lot of 
engineering into bypassing the con-
trols. As long as you have the mini-
mum power requirements on a skid 
steer – 18-gallon flow and 2,800-pound 
tipping capacity – you can really con-
trol it on any piece of equipment.” 

But it’s not just for skid steers; trac-
tors with front-end loaders and even 
backhoes can run the picker. 

This picker is designed for the op-
erator to selectively pick rocks, and it 
may not be as efficient as a drum-type 
picker would be in dense areas with 
smaller rocks. However, Thompson 
says it will pick in super-dense areas, 
the operator just needs to be aware of 
how quickly the bucket is filling. 

“We’ve tried to windrow the rocks 
and run this thing, and you can fill the 
bucket up in like 90 seconds,” he notes. 

The No. 1 question TerraClear team 
members are asked is how well do the 
tracks hold up? 

Thompson’s answer: a lot longer 
than you would suppose. 

“When we first put these tracks 
on there, I would have guessed they 
would last about an hour. We’ve ac-
tually only had one track rip, and it 
was a guy trying to dig a stump out,” 
he laughs. “Generally, it’s designed for 
rocks.” 

Thompson says during R&D, the 
team has put 60,000-70,000 rocks 
through the test pickers and noticed 
the tracks start to wear on the outside 
but will still grab rocks. A replace-
ment track comes in at $100, so it’s not 
generally cost-prohibitive to replace if 
needed. 

Continuing the versatility conver-

A new rock-picking machine is demonstrated 
Nov. 30 during Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s 
annual convention, which was held in Fort 
Hall. (Photo by Sean Ellis)
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sation, the picker is designed to pick 
up rocks from 4 to 24 inches in size. 
Smaller rocks tend to fall through the 
tines on the bucket. Larger rocks – up 
to 30 inches – can be picked up but 
require a little more skill from the 
operator, explains Thompson. 

He mentions that the trickiest rocks 
for any picker are flat rocks. The Ter-
raClear picker can pick up flat rocks 
but their orientation may have to be 
changed for it to do so. 

Making the picker work for every-
body was critical. Thompson knows 
rock picking is typically thought of as 
the worst job on the farm, so the team 
designed the picker to be simple and 
fun to use. 

“We really wanted to make it the first 
job or one of the more fun jobs on the 

farm, so kids are eager to do it, or folks 
who aren’t able to do a lot of the physi-
cal stuff can still get out and contribute 
to farming,” Thompson says.

Timing
The TerraClear rock picker is de-

signed to be able to pick rocks under 
any field condition, giving farmers 
flexibility. Thompson says some farm-
ers opt to pick in the spring, some in 
the fall, for differing reasons. 

Obviously, skid steers offer one of 
the best field-of-vision options for 
the operator, but cause more ground 
disturbance than say a tractor would. 
Thus, timing may depend highly on 
the type of equipment to which the 
picker is mounted. 

Most commonly, farmers wait until 
after harvest and before snow to get 

out and pick rocks. 
Field mapping is currently done 

by a third party. In eastern Idaho, a 
Blackfoot company offers the service. 
Picking can also be outsourced. 

TerraClear has crews in northern 
and southern Idaho and another crew 
in Minnesota who offer mapping and 
rock picking. 

Pickers can be purchased now. The 
TerraClear rock picker has a $30,000 
list price. Orders are being taken now 
for delivery in spring of 2022. 

Contact Thompson with any ques-
tions at trevor.thompson@terraclear.
com. Visit TerraClear online at www.
TerraClear.com. 

(Paige Nelson is a freelance writer 
from Rigby)  

Photo by Paige Nelson
Trevor Thompson, president of TerraClear Inc., explains how the company’s new rock-picking machine works Nov. 30 during Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation’s annual convention, which was held in Fort Hall. 
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