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Dairy gets a lifeline in new Farm Bill

Farm Bureau really is the voice of agriculture

Know your Farm Bureau – state directors

The last few years have been tough for 
dairy farmers. Or maybe I should say 
even tougher, since the ups and downs 

of dairy prices often make the dairy business 
challenging. But things are especially challeng-
ing now. 

The price of milk today is less than it was a 
decade ago. To anyone out there who draws a 
paycheck, I ask you to think about having to 
live and fund a business on the same amount 
of money, or even less, than you earned a 
decade ago. That’s what our dairy farmers are 

coping with.
Fortunately, help is on the way via the new 

farm bill. The new Dairy Margin Coverage 
program makes payments when the national 
income-over-feed-cost margin falls below a 
set level. Based on the margins of the past 10 
years, we know that the new program will pro-
vide more support than the previous Margin 
Protection Program, which it replaced. 

Under DMC Tier I coverage, available on the 
first 5 million pounds of milk produced, 

See DUVALL, page 7

It’s not just an empty slogan: Farm Bureau 
truly is the voice of agriculture. Several 
recent developments on the national and 

state level bear this out.
When signing the new proposed language 

for the “Waters of the United States” rule, EPA 
delayed the meeting so American Farm Bureau 
officials and state Farm Bureau presidents could 
attend the December meeting, which was held 
at EPA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

During that meeting, Farm Bureau’s non-
stop efforts to ditch the old rule were credited 

several times.
The next week, Farm Bureau officials were 

invited to be at the White House for the signing 
ceremony for the new farm bill.

Those two developments are a powerful 
message that our nation’s leaders recognize that 
Farm Bureau speaks for farmers and ranchers 
and acts as their collective voice.

In Idaho, 21 of the state’s 25 new lawmakers 
attended Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s annu-
al freshman luncheon in January. Many of those

See SEARLE, page 6

This year marks the 100th anniversary of 
the American Farm Bureau.  Farm Bu-
reau has grown steadily in membership, 

strength, power and achievement.  
It is the recognized voice of the farmers 

and ranchers of America and Idaho. Farmers, 
ranchers, educators, legislators and the great 
bulk of American citizens look to it for guid-
ance in agricultural problems and agricultural 
planning.

Each organization has an individuality – a 
personality. Farm Bureau reflects faithfully 

the personality of its individual farmer mem-
bers. It is practical, staunchly independent, 
conservative, careful in making up its mind, 
clear thinking, vigorous in carrying out its 
plans. 

It looks at problems from a long-range 
point of view and is thoroughly conscious of 
the fact that what is good for this country is, 
in the long run, good for the farmer. Its mem-
bers are first American citizens and second, 
farmers and ranchers.

See KELLER, page 6

By Zippy Duvall
President American Farm Bureau Federation

By Bryan Searle
President Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

By Rick Keller
CEO Idaho Farm Bureau Federation
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Idaho Farm Bureau

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — A bill that paves 
the way to resolve a long-run-
ning court battle over how 
flood control releases from the 
Boise River system should be 
accounted for has been signed 
into law. 

House Bill 1 will help end a 

lengthy and costly legal battle 
between the state and water 
users in Water District 63, 
which spans from Boise to 
Parma in the Treasure Valley 
of southwestern Idaho.

About 350,000 acres in the 
region are irrigated by water 
from the Boise River system’s 
reservoirs.

See REFILL, page 8

Legislation will 
help resolve flood 

control dispute 

Photo by Steve Ritter
Rep. Scott Bedke, R-Oakley, speaks about a bill he sponsored that helps 
resolve a long-running court battle over how flood control releases from 
the Boise River system should be accounted for. Bedke, a rancher and 
speaker of the Idaho House of Representatives, spoke about the legislation 
Feb. 13 shortly after it was signed into law by Gov. Brad Little. 

Photo by Steve Ritter
COVER: Sheep that are part of the Shirts Sheep Co. operation 
are pictured near a hop yard outside of Wilder in southwest-
ern Idaho earlier this winter. 
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Idaho’s agricultural sector continues 
to be a vital part of the state’s economy but depressed 
commodity prices, coupled with rising input costs, are 
causing many farmers and ranchers to face some tough 
challenges at the moment. 

That was the general message during University of 
Idaho’s annual “Idaho Ag Outlook Seminars,” which took 

place Dec. 11-13 in Idaho Falls, Burley and Caldwell. 
About 230 producers and ag industry members attend-

ed the seminars, which included a dozen presenters who 
discussed the health of the state’s agricultural sector and 
provided a look at what farmers and ranchers could ex-
pect in the coming year.

While agriculture continues to be the stalwart of Ida-
ho’s economy, particularly in rural areas, many Gem State 
producers, like their colleagues around the nation, are 
facing some challenging times as farm commodity prices 

2019 outlook for Idaho 
agriculture is mixed

Photo by Sean Ellis
A potato field is harvested near Pingree last year. Depressed commodity prices, coupled with rising input costs, are causing many farmers 
and ranchers to face some tough challenges at the moment.
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remain depressed and many input 
costs continue to inch up, said UI 
Agricultural Economist Garth Taylor.

“This is a tough time for agricul-
ture,” he said during the Idaho Falls 
seminar. 

Taylor and fellow UI Agricultural 
Economist Ben Eborn are forecast-
ing that total farm cash receipts in 
Idaho during 2018 were basically the 
same as 2017 but net farm income 
decreased substantially.

The good news for Idaho, Tay-
lor said, is that agriculture, which 
accounts for 14 percent of jobs in the 
state directly and indirectly, as well 
as 16 percent of the state’s total Gross 
Domestic Product, will continue to 
have a stabilizing effect on the state’s 
economy even though many farmers 
are struggling.

That, he said, is because farmers 
spend roughly the same amount 
of money on seed, fertilizer, cattle 
feed, labor, etc., regardless of how 
much they receive for their com-
modity. 

“It doesn’t matter whether milk is 
$14 (per hundredweight) or $24, that 
cow still has to be fed and milked,” 
Taylor said. 

He said that despite the challeng-
ing times in farm country, produc-
ers in Idaho and around the U.S. 
have pretty clean balance sheets 
overall.

But “that does not mean there ar-
en’t some points of stress, particular-
ly in the dairy industry,” he said. 

The outlook for Idaho’s 457 dairy 
operations isn’t rosy, said Idaho 
Dairymen’s Association Executive 

Director Rick Naerebout. 
“Even the bullish guys seem a little 

bit bearish” on dairy prices, he said. 
Dairy is Idaho agriculture’s No. 1 

farm commodity in terms of farm-
gate receipts.

As milk prices continue to be below 
the break-even point for many dairy-
men, Idaho lost 15 dairy operations 
in 2018, Naerebout said.

But forecasts show that milk prices 
could inch above the break-even 
point toward the latter part of 2019, 
he said. 

“Hopefully, we’ll see some light at 
the end of the tunnel on dairy prices 
during the latter part of the year,” 
Eborn said. 

The outlook for wheat, Idaho’s No. 
4 farm commodity, is for slightly 
better prices in 2019, said Jon Hog-
ge, a UI grain extension specialist in 
Rexburg. 

Prices for wheat, corn and bar-
ley, Idaho’s No. 7 farm commodity, 
should be a little higher during 2019, 
he said, and there will opportunities 
for producers to make some money 
on these commodities if they are on 
top of their game and wise about how 
they market their crop. 

A widespread potato crop failure 
in the European Union during 2018 
could potentially have a positive 
impact on potato prices, said Bruce 
Huffaker, president of North Ameri-
can Potato Market News.

“The European Union has had a 
widespread potato crop failure. The 
losses are substantial,” he said.

As a result of those losses, French 
fry production from European na-

tions could be down 10-15 percent 
this year, Huffaker said, and that 
will cause a lot of market turmoil 
globally. He said that should have a 
positive impact on prices for Idaho 
farmers who grow potatoes, the 
state’s No. 3 farm commodity and 
No. 1 crop.

“We should be getting higher prices 
for potatoes,” Eborn said, summing 
up Huffaker’s presentation. 

Alfalfa hay, the state’s No. 5 crop, 
could be one of the bright spots for 
Idaho’s agricultural industry again in 
2018, according to Reed Findlay, a UI 
extension educator out of Blackfoot. 

“In the Pacific Northwest this year, 
alfalfa was one of the crops that was 
a little bit profitable,” he said, adding 
that projections are for hay prices in 
2019 to remain relatively stable or 
possibly tick up a bit higher. 

Costs for many inputs, includ-
ing fuel, chemical, fertilizer and 
labor, are expected to increase in 
2019, which will increase the cost of 
production, said Ashlee Westerhold, 
a UI extension economist in Twin 
Falls.

A wild card hanging over the out-
look for U.S. agriculture in 2019 is 
China, said Doug Robison, the Idaho 
president for Northwest Farm Credit 
Services. 

If the United States and China suc-
ceed in reaching a trade deal, “it will 
be a bit of a boon for agriculture here 
in the U.S.,” he said.

But China’s growth has started 
to level off, which could be a major 
headwind in commodities markets, 
Robison said. n

‘Costs for many inputs, including fuel, chemical, 
fertilizer and labor, are expected to increase in 2019, 

which will increase the cost of production.’
— Ashlee Westerhold,  

UI extension economist in Twin Falls
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Continued from page 2

who attended that event have visited 
often with IFBF employees since then 
to tap the organization’s thinking on a 
number of issues.

In fact, many of the state’s elected 
officials regularly look at IFBF’s policy 
book and ask for clarity on many of our 
organization’s policies.

During IFBF’s annual meeting in 
December, Rep. Russ Fulcher, the newest 
member of Idaho’s congressional delega-
tion, told several hundred Farm Bureau 
members that while he served in the Idaho 
Legislature, he kept two books in his draw-
er: The Bible and IFBF’s policy book. 

Idaho Farm Bureau’s commodity com-
mittees remain active in state commodi-
ty issues and play an active role in many 
issues important to the state’s agricultur-
al community. 

For example, members of IFBF’s bean 
committee were invited last April to join 
the Idaho Bean Commission during its 
regular meeting. IBC members wanted 
to know what Farm Bureau felt about 
the commission’s plan to try to ban soy-
bean production in some areas of Idaho, 
an idea the IBC has since dropped.

This year, American Farm Bureau 
Federation is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary, while Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation is celebrating its 79th anni-
versary. Organizations don’t last that 
long unless they are relevant and serving 
their members’ needs.

Collectively, those are a handful of 
examples showing that Farm Bureau 
continues to be the voice for agriculture. 

Of course, the organization is only 
able to serve that role because of the 
grassroots efforts of its members, who 
are real farmers and ranchers who devel-

op policy that addresses the real-world 
issues they face.

When Farm Bureau’s grassroots mem-
bers stay engaged in issues and involved 
with the organization, it results in the 
creation of sound policy.

Because Farm Bureau truly is a 
grassroots organization, when AFBF, 
IFBF and the other state Farm Bureaus 
take a stance on certain issues, they can 
truly claim to be speaking as the voice of 
agriculture.

My message to Farm Bureau mem-
bers is to stay engaged and involved 
with the organization and help us 
continue to develop sound policy 
that protects agriculture. When your 
voice is collectively combined with the 
millions of other members involved 
in Farm Bureau, the organization can 
continue to accurately describe itself as 
the voice of agriculture. n

Continued from page 2

Farm Bureau’s strength lies first in its 
people, its human assets, and second in 
the working principles of the organiza-
tion, those ideas which are intangible, 
but no less real, assets.

One of Farm Bureau’s assets is the 
officers whom you choose to lead and 
represent you. The membership has 
consistently shown a determination and 
an ability to seek the best type of leaders. 
They have demanded and found leaders 
who have wisdom, courage, patience and 
practicality, as well as vision, enthusiasm 
and determination.  

Farm Bureau leaders make sacrific-
es – in money, in time taken from their 
regular work, in absence from family – 
to carry on the work which the members 
plan. 

Leadership in Farm Bureau is entrust-
ed to men and women who are dedicat-
ed not alone to Farm Bureau, but to the 
overall welfare of our state and country. 
Farm Bureau officers are thoughtfully 
chosen, trained and tested by experi-
ence. They are truly representative of 
the members and, consequently, receive 

their loyal support.
The Idaho Farm Bureau board of 

directors consists of 19 individuals from 
around the state. Your current directors 
are reflective of its membership. Each is a 
farmer or rancher, dedicated to seeing that 
the governance measures of the state and 
county associations remain in the hands of 
bona fide farmers and ranchers. 

The board membership consists of 
men and women living and operating 
farms and ranches ranging from less 
than a hundred acres to some of the 
largest in the state, overseeing thousands 
of acres. 

Prior to serving on the state board, 
many have served on county Farm 
Bureau boards as directors and county 
presidents. They have also served on 
local school boards, hospital boards and 
as county commissioners. They serve or 
have served on the boards of local canal 
and irrigation districts, soil conservation 
districts, and local and state farm credit 
advisory committees. 

They belong to and are active in state 
and local commodity organizations, 
representing the crops and livestock they 
raise, from dairy to the hay and forage 

groups which provide the feed to the 
dairies. They are in leadership positions 
for livestock, wheat, barley, and sugar 
beet organizations; serving locally, state-
wide and nationally.

Some are active in the political parties 
of their choice, seeking to influence their 
party’s platforms to seek the best interest 
of the state and agriculture. 

Some are on university advisory 
groups to local school advisors. They are 
4-H advisors and Little League coaches. 
Most are active in their local commu-
nities and worship in the churches just 
down the road. 

They shop locally and know the local 
business people, teachers, nurses, insur-
ance agents, law enforcement officers, 
craftsmen and craftswomen that provide 
valuable services where we all live. 

They are your neighbors and friends. 
And they still take the time to direct 

and lead the largest general farm orga-
nization in the state, representing more 
than 80,000 member-families. 

We are thankful for their expertise, 
knowledge, commitment, and willing-
ness to serve. They are an indispensable 
component in your Farm Bureau.  n

KELLER

SEARLE
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margin guarantees are set at $8.50, $9 and $9.50, depending on 
the coverage selected and paid for by the producer. The aver-
age margin over the last decade was $8.11, so even the lower 
end of coverage in this top tier of the program will provide 
more certainty and support 
during a downturn

The coverage also is more 
affordable. The farm bill 
reduced premiums 30 percent 
for the top tier of coverage. 
The premium for a second, 
lower tier, available to those 
who need coverage on more 
than 5 million pounds of milk, 
was reduced 88 percent in this 
farm bill. These lower premi-
ums are meant to encourage 
more dairy farmers to sign up.

A further 25 percent premium discount for dairy farmers 
making a one-time election of coverage level and amount 
of milk covered for the next five years sweetens the pot 
and ensures the farm bill will do its job — help more dairy 
farms survive a price collapse, a feed-cost spike or a combi-
nation of the two.

Every farm bill makes improvements on the last one. 
Farmers and ranchers weigh in on what has worked and 
what hasn’t, and Congress writes new program provisions 
to afford the best possible web of risk management tools 
possible. 

The Margin Protection Program created in the 2014 farm 
bill was the first attempt to address tight profit margins. It was 
a good idea that just didn’t go far enough to help milk produc-
ers with the market volatility that was headed their way. 

That’s why farmers and their representatives in Congress 
get another whack at farm programs every five years — be-
cause markets change and so should farm bills. 

Another new risk management tool, Dairy Revenue 
Protection, became available last October, even before the 
improvements in the 2018 farm bill. Dairy-RP already is 
proving to be popular with producers. 

The insurance product, run by USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency and available through licensed crop insurance 
agents, gives producers a way to protect themselves from 
price drops, not just tight margins. In the first few months 
these insurance policies were available, Dairy-RP policies 
were in place on more than 13 billion pounds of milk, 6 
percent of the expected U.S. milk production for 2019.

Farm Bureau is proud to have worked with USDA to cre-
ate and launch the new Dairy-RP insurance product. Dairy 
farmers need all the risk management options they can get! 
Just like row crop producers, milk producers now have the 

flexibility to use both the programs in the farm bill and crop 
insurance together to survive the risk inherent in farming 
and dairy production.

I’m saddened that these tools are coming too late for so 
many multi-generation family dairy farms that have shut down 
in recent years. But I’m hopeful that they will quickly come 

along in time to save many 
more from the auction block. 

AFBF is working hard to 
communicate how important a 
timely farm bill implementation 
is for dairy farmers. As a dairy 
producer for many years before 
switching to beef cattle and 
poultry production, I still have a 
great love of dairying. My favor-
ite food is vanilla ice cream, and 
I know I’m not alone. Ameri-
cans love dairy foods and want 
to save our dairy farms!

I’m confident that these new tools will help an industry that 
is near and dear to me, personally, and vital to consumers, our 
economy and our nation’s agricultural heritage.  n

DUVALL

‘I’m saddened that these tools are 
coming too late for so many multi-
generation family dairy farms that 
have shut down in recent years. But 
I’m hopeful that they will quickly 
come along in time to save many 

more from the auction block.’
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It was the first bill introduced in 
the Idaho Legislature and passed the 
House and Senate by a combined 
vote of 102-0.

Gov. Brad Little, a Republican 
rancher from Emmett, signed the bill 
into law Feb. 13, surrounded by peo-
ple from both sides of the issue. 

“Today is a big day for all Idaho-
ans, particularly for those who live 
in the Treasure Valley and especially 
for people whose livelihood depends 
upon water,” Little said. 

The governor and others involved 
in the agreement credited Rep. Scott 
Bedke, speaker of the Idaho House of 
Representatives, for bringing the two 

sides together and encouraging them 
to reach an agreement. 

Bedke, a Republican rancher from 
Oakley, said a lot of hard work was 
involved in the negotiations and he 
credited the parties for agreeing on a 
resolution rather than continuing to 
fight the issue out in court. 

“It was tough and I don’t want 
to downplay that,” he said. But, he 
added, “We’ve come quite a long way. 
This is the culmination of a lot of 
hard work and perseverance.”

He called the bill “a landmark 
piece of legislation” and said it’s a 
template that shows it’s preferable 
and possible “to negotiate before we 
litigate and legislate….”

“Let me emphasize, this was not 

ordered by a judge but negotiated 
and agreed to by all of the principals, 
in writing, and confirmed by the leg-
islature,” Little said. 

The Idaho Department of Water 
Resources and a group of Treasure 
Valley water users have fought over 
the issue of flood control accounting 
for years.

Water is released from the Boise 
River reservoir system seven out of 
10 years, during winter months, to 
prevent spring flooding in the state’s 
most populous area. 

Irrigators, who own the most 
senior water rights in the valley, say 
those flood control releases should 
not count against the rights they 
have to water stored in the reservoirs 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation photo
Anderson Ranch reservoir is shown in this file photo. Idaho lawmakers have passed a bill that is meant to help resolve a long-running court 
battle over how flood control releases from the Boise River system should be accounted for.

REFILL
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because they occur during a time when canals and irriga-
tion ditches aren’t operating and they can’t use the water.

They say that counting those flood control releases 
against their water rights could result in a catastrophic 
situation where farmers and other irrigators run out of 
water in the middle of summer, long before crops are 
harvested.

IDWR officials say the releases should count against 
water rights and claim the way the department accounts 
for flood control releases actually protects the storage 
water rights of all water right holders, senior and junior, 
and ensures the water is used for maximum benefit.

Judge Eric Wildman, presiding judge of the Snake River 
Basin Adjudication Court, ruled in favor of the state in 
2016. Water users appealed that ruling to the Idaho Su-
preme Court. 

Bedke told Senate committee members during a public 
hearing on the legislation that the issue is very complex 
but the bill is simple. 

“It’s a rather simple answer to what ended up being 
a multiple year conflict here in the Treasure Valley,” he 
said.

The bill adds a short section to Idaho Code that en-
sures any new water storage projects do not interfere 
with existing reservoir storage rights.

As a result of a proposed settlement agreement reached 
between the state and water users last year, both parties 
agreed to put the Supreme Court case on hold. It has 
been stayed until Nov. 30, 2019. 

The bill is just one of several facets of the settlement 
agreement. If all are met, the case before the state’s 
highest court will be dismissed. If not, either side could 
continue with the appeal.

The settlement agreement still has to be approved by 
the SRBA court. 

The dispute over how flood control releases are ac-
counted for was a major concern of Treasure Valley 
irrigators, who formed the Treasure Valley Water Users 
Association as a result of it.

“It’s the biggest issue we’ve dealt with in decades here 
in this valley,” said TVWUA Executive Director Roger 
Batt. “Our folks considered it a real threat to their exist-
ing senior water storage rights.”

He said the settlement agreement provides irrigators 
certainty and added, “We think it’s a good piece of leg-
islation. Our entire water user community that is part of 
this in the Treasure Valley supports House Bill 1.”

Richard Durrant, a farmer and member of the Boi-
se-Kuna Irrigation District board of directors, said that 
“it’s really important to be able to get closure on this 
issue and know that we’re going to be protected against 
any flood control issues.”

During a public hearing in the Senate, 26 people signed 
up to testify on the bill, all of them in support. Since it 
will be applicable to everyone in Idaho, every water user 
stakeholder had an opportunity to weigh in on it, Bedke 
said.

“Everyone is in agreement with this piece of legisla-
tion,” he said. “Everyone up and down the Snake and 
Boise (river systems) were in the middle of this and are 
OK with it.”

IDWR Director Gary Spackman also blessed the legis-
lation, calling it a good compromise between the parties.

“I strongly support this bill,” he said. “This legislation 
is being offered as a settlement to some very difficult legal 
and factual issues that came before this department.”  n

 

  Sprinkler Irrigation 
  No-Till Drills 
  Fences 
  Livestock Feeding  
     Operations 
  Solar Stock Water  
     Pump Systems 

swc.idaho.gov               (208) 332-1790 

LOW INTEREST LOANS 
FOR IDAHO SOIL & WATER 

CONSERVATION 

‘We’ve come quite a long way. This is the culmination 
of a lot of hard work and perseverance.’

— Rep. Scott Bedke,  
Speaker of the Idaho House of Representatives
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Idaho farmers and ranchers brought in 
an estimated $7.18 billion in farm cash receipts during 2018, 
virtually unchanged from 2017’s $7.2 billion total. 

But because farm input expenses increased last year, total 
net farm income in Idaho dropped an estimated 27 percent 
in 2018, according to University of Idaho’s annual “Financial 
Condition of Idaho Agriculture” report.

The report for 2018 was released Jan. 3 to Idaho lawmakers 
and it didn’t contain good news when it comes to net farm 
income, which is the farmer’s bottom line, or revenues minus 
costs. 

“We’re looking at another disastrous year for agriculture 
for net farm income,” said UI Agricultural Economist Garth 
Taylor, one of the report’s authors.  

Although prices for many of Idaho’s main farm commodi-

ties are depressed, total farm cash receipts in Idaho last were 
basically unchanged from 2017 because production of most 
crops was up due to record or higher than average yields, he 
said. 

“It is not the quantity that is going down. It is the prices 
that are going down,” Taylor said. “We had very good yields 
last year.”

“We’re still having record production and yields in almost 
everything we produce but prices are just terrible,” said re-
port co-author Ben Eborn, a UI ag economist. 

There are large carryover stocks of most of the state’s main 
farm commodities, he said. “Until we burn through that ex-
cess supply, prices aren’t going to come back up.”

Eborn and Taylor estimate that Idaho’s total farm revenue 
in 2018, including farm cash receipts, government payments 
and custom work, was $7.9 billion, unchanged from 2017. 

But expenses increased 4 percent to $7 billion. 
“Our crop revenues are virtually the same as they were 

Photo by Sean Ellis
A sugar beet field is harvested last fall. Total net farm income in Idaho declined by an estimated 27 percent last year, the fifth straight year 
of declining net farm income in the state.

Idaho net farm income  
declined 27 percent in 2018
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last year,” Taylor said. “But the expens-
es have really skyrocketed for a lot of 
farmers.”

The report estimates total Idaho net 
farm income in 2018 at $902 million, 
which is a 27 percent decrease from 
2017 and 60 percent below the state 
record for NFI, which is $2.25 billion 
and set in 2011.

Last year was the fifth straight year of 
declining net farm income in Idaho. 

The 27 percent drop in NFI in 2018 
follows a similar 27 percent decline in 
2017, and that decrease came on top of 
a 7 percent decline in 2016, a 9 per-
cent decrease in 2015 and a 3 percent 
decline in 2014. 

If realized, Idaho’s estimated NFI 
total for 2018 would be the lowest since 
2009, when milk prices hit a record low.

While many farmers and ranchers are 
hurting financially right now, agricul-
ture remains the bedrock of the state’s 
economy, Taylor told lawmakers. 

According to a UI study, agriculture 
directly and indirectly accounts for one 
in seven jobs in the state, 16 percent 
of Idaho’s total gross domestic product 
and 20 percent of total sales. 

While there is no doubt many farmers 
and ranchers are struggling right now, 
the good news for Idaho’s economy is 
that ag producers spend about the same 
amount of money to produce their farm 
commodity each year, regardless of how 
much money they make, Taylor said. 

For example, he said, cows still need 
to be cared for and fed regardless of 
whether a dairy operation is making 
or losing money. And a potato farmer 
still spends roughly the same amount of 
money each year on inputs to produce 
their spud crop.

“Whether prices are good or bad, we 
still employ basically the same amount 
of people in agriculture each year,” 
Eborn said. “And farmers and ranchers 
still purchase the same amount of in-
puts. The farm never sits idle, even for 
one year. That’s a good thing.”

The UI report estimates farm cash 
receipts from Idaho crops totaled $3 
billion in 2018, up 5 percent over 2017. 
Cash receipts from livestock production 
are estimated at $4.2 billion, down 4 

percent from 2017. 
In both livestock and crop produc-

tion, revenues were mostly kept up by 
production and not prices. 

Revenue from milk, Idaho’s top farm 
commodity in terms of cash receipts, 
are estimated at $2.4 billion in 2018, 
down 6 percent from 2017. Production 
increased 2 percent but prices averaged 
8 percent lower.

Revenues from beef, Idaho’s No. 2 
farm commodity, totaled $1.6 billion 
last year, down 1 percent from 2017.

Potatoes remained the state’s No. 1 
crop with estimated revenues of $864 
million in 2018, a 4 percent decrease 
from 2017. Total potato production 
increased 3 percent last year and yields 
reached a record high of 440 hundred-
weight per acre, but the average potato 
price in Idaho was down 13 percent.

Idaho wheat revenues for 2018 are 
estimated at $490 million, a 16 percent 
increase over 2017. Production in-
creased 15 percent over 2017 and prices 
increased 14 percent.

Hay revenues are projected to be 
$483 million, a 26 percent increase 
over 2017. Hay production in Idaho 
increased 12 percent in 2018 and prices 
were up 9 percent. 

Considering that about 45 percent of 
the hay produced in Idaho is used on 
the farm where it was grown and is not 
sold, the total value of hay production 
in Idaho is estimated at $835 million in 
2018. 

Taylor and Eborn project Idaho sugar 
beet revenue in 2018 was up 3 percent 
to $302 million. Production increased 1 
percent and prices increased 2 percent. 

Barley revenue is projected to have 
increased 3 percent to $245 million. 
Production was up 10 percent and pric-
es were down 6 percent. 

Revenue from dry beans, which 
include garbanzo beans, is estimated at 
$74 million, which is 14 percent higher 
than in 2017. Yields were unchanged 
from 2017 and prices were down 14 
percent, but acres increased by 6 per-
cent.

The Financial Condition of Idaho 
Agriculture report shows that livestock 
remains the biggest part of Idaho agri-

culture. Almost 59 percent of the state’s 
farm cash receipts come from livestock 
production – milk, beef cattle, trout and 
sheep. 

When animal feed such as hay, corn 
silage, feed grains and the by-products 
of beet pulp and potato waste is fac-
tored in, about 75 percent of Idaho’s 
agricultural sector involves livestock. 

Farm cash receipts from livestock 
have surpassed crop revenue in Idaho 
every year since 2001, with the excep-
tion of 2009, a year of disastrously low 
milk prices.  

If realized, the estimated $7.18 billion 
in total Idaho farm cash receipts in 
2018 would be 18 percent lower than 
the record high of $8.8 billion in 2014. 

In real dollars, which is revenue that 
is adjusted for inflation, Idaho’s esti-
mated farm cash receipts in 2018 are 28 
percent higher than the 39-year average.

However, total Idaho NFI in 2018 is 
estimated to be 33 percent below the 
49-year average in real dollar terms. 

The 4 percent increase in estimated 
farm expenses in 2018 is attributed to a 
3 percent increase in farm-origin inputs 
– feed, seed, replacement livestock 
purchases – and a 4 percent increase 
in manufactured inputs, which include 
fertilizer, chemicals and fuel.

Other expenses, including machine 
hire and custom work, marketing, 
storage, transportation, repairs and 
maintenance, were up 3 percent, 
and contract labor costs increased 4 
percent. 

One of the bright spots contained in 
the report is that total gross domestic 
product from Idaho farming increased 
much faster than Idaho’s total GDP 
from 1997-2017. 

Based on data from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce and Bureau of 
Economic Analysis, Eborn and Taylor 
estimate that GDP from Idaho farming, 
adjusted for inflation, increased 142 
percent during that time, while total 
Idaho GDP increased 81 percent. 

“That’s a remarkable number,” 
Taylor said. “And that number doesn’t 
include food processing. That’s just 
from farming: grandma and grandpa 
on a tractor.” n
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — Sixty-three of Idaho’s 105 legislators attended 
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s annual “Legislative and 
Commodity Conference” Feb. 12-13. 

Gov. Brad Little and several Idaho legislators spoke to 
IFBF members about a variety of issues important to the 
state’s agricultural community. 

Several leaders of the state’s agricultural industry attend-
ed the event, which included breakout commodity forums 
where issues affecting several of the state’s main farm and 

Farm Bureau members meet, dialogue with lawmakers

Photo by Steve Ritter
Gov. Brad Little addresses Farm Bureau members Feb. 12 during Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s annual “Legislative and Commodity 
Conference.”

Ag conference
‘The conference allows Farm Bureau 
members to have honest discussions 
with lawmakers about issues that 

affect agriculture while the legislative 
session is in full swing.’

— Bryan Searle, IFBF President  
and a Shelley farmer 
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livestock commodities were discussed. 
Members of Idaho’s congressional 

delegation addressed IFBF members 
during a conference call and provid-
ed updates on national issues that 
could impact agriculture.

“The conference allows Farm 
Bureau members to have honest 
discussions with lawmakers about is-
sues that affect agriculture while the 
legislative session is in full swing,” 
said IFBF President Bryan Searle, a 
Shelley farmer. 

During a strolling buffet dinner 
Feb. 12, Farm Bureau members were 
able to sit down with their elected 
officials and have up-close conversa-
tions about various issues. 

Searle said the opportunities to 
dialogue with lawmakers allow Farm 
Bureau’s grassroots members, who 
developed IFBF’s policies, to educate 
legislators about those policies and 
promote and defend them. 

“Legislators and Farm Bureau don’t 
always agree on every issue but it 
helps keep the state’s agricultural 
industry healthy when we can sit 
down with them and have a direct 
dialogue,” he said. “Building good 
working relationships with all of our 
elected officials is critical in promot-
ing and defending our policy.”

Little, a rancher from Emmett, 
told IFBF members that the first two 
executive orders he signed, on Jan. 
31, are aimed at reducing regulatory 
burdens on businesses. 

That includes the Red Tape Re-
duction Act, which requires state 
agencies to repeal two existing rules 
for every one rule they propose. The 
governor also signed the Licensing 
Freedom Act of 2019, which includes 
recommendations to improve, mod-
ify or eliminate licensing require-
ments or other regulatory burdens.

Little said the orders are meant to 
embed into the consciousness of state 
agencies “that rules on top of rules 
on top of rules are a barrier, partic-
ularly to small businesses,” a com-
ment that drew applause from Farm 
Bureau members. 

The governor said he would work 

with IFBF and legislators to find 
ways to improve the transportation 
infrastructure that farmers, ranchers 
and other Idaho businesses rely on to 
move their products to markets in an 
efficient and timely manner. 

“We’re going to work on that going 
forward,” he said. 

Following Little’s presentation, 
Searle said, “We appreciate our rela-
tionship with Governor Little and we 
look forward to working with him to 
make agriculture better and stron-
ger.”

During separate presentations 
to Farm Bureau members, several 
lawmakers also thanked the group’s 
members for working with them to 
address important issues. 

“I want to thank Farm Bureau for 
all the work they’ve done over the 
years to keep Idaho and America safe 
for agriculture and entrepreneurs,” 
said Sen. Steve Vick, R-Dalton Gar-
dens, the assistant majority leader in 
the Senate. 

Rep. Marc Gibbs, a Republican 
farmer from Grace, said it’s more 
important than ever for the state’s 
farming and ranching industry to 

speak with a unified voice.
As Idaho continues to grow rapidly, 

the number of people and lawmakers 
involved in agriculture are shrinking 
in relation to the total population, he 
said. 

“It’s vitally important that those 
of us in agriculture speak with one 
voice,” he said. 

During the conference, Searle 
credited Farm Bureau members for 
the success Idaho Farm Bureau and 
American Farm Bureau have had 
over the years. 

“American Farm Bureau just cele-
brated it’s 100th year and Idaho Farm 
Bureau is celebrating its 79th year,” 
he said. “The organizations have sur-
vived because of the grassroots.”

Searle said the commodity forums 
held during the event provide an 
opportunity for people appointed 
to IFBF’s commodity committees to 
meet and discuss their concerns with 
other members.

“This input coming from grass-
roots provides the opportunities to 
make sure we are promoting our pol-
icy and also create any needed new 
policies,” he said. n

Photo by Steve Ritter
Farm Bureau members participate in a commodity forum during Idaho Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s annual “Legislative and Commodity Conference.”
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And even if you could, you’d 
want to be prepared for what’s 
coming. That’s what we’re 
here for – to help protect the 
future you can and can’t see.

Let’s sit down, face-to-face 
and talk about your future 
as you imagine it. You talk 
and we’ll listen – one-on-one, 
that’s the way it should be.

No one
can see into
the future.
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By Chris Schnepf
University of Idaho

It was impossible to watch all the media 
coverage of the California fires last year, 
with many homes and forests burning, and 
not be moved. 

When large destructive fires like this hit, 
people have a natural desire to put some 
meaning to it. A variety of voices spoke of 
the changes in climate as being the culprit. 
Some pointed to fuel build-ups that were 

heavier than those forests had historically. 
Others pointed to people moving into 

parts of the landscape that were very fire 
prone, and suggested it was only a matter 
time before homes burned in forest fires. 
As with so many things, all these expla-
nations for the impact of the fires contain 
some truth.

In addition to sympathy for Californians, 
many Northwest residents couldn’t help 
but ask, “Could it happen here?”  

The short answer to that question is, 

Photo by Chris Schnepf
Forest fires are a fact of life in western forests but the knowledge and resources are available to help modify homes and forests to reduce 
the risk and the impacts of many of those fires.

Tools for reducing forest fire risks
‘Could it happen here?’
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those kinds of fires can and most likely will happen here, 
in degree. 

Fire has always been a big part of most Inland North-
west forests and, to a lesser degree, coastal forests. 

Different types of Northwest forests had different 
types of fire regimes. On the driest, lowest elevation 
forests, regular surface fires (every 5-10 years) main-
tained open stands of ponderosa pine with some Doug-
las-fir. 

Moving to more moist forest types, fire regimes were 
more complicated. Many fires were mixed severity fires 
where fire would burn along through the surface fuels in 
some areas, but climb up into tree crowns in other areas 
and kill whole stands of trees. 

Most of our forests have more stems per acre than they 
had historically and more understory fuels. Our forests 
also often have more shade tolerant species than they 
did historically (more Douglas-fir on drier sites, and 
more grand fir, cedar, and hemlock on more moist forest 
types). Shade-tolerant trees tend to keep more branches 
lower in the forest canopy, so it is easier for fires to rise 
into canopies and become stand replacing fires.

We have become progressively better at putting out for-
est fires since 1910, but in recent decades western forest 
fires have begun outstripping our ability to put them out 
promptly. Add in warmer, longer fire seasons, and the sit-
uation only gets worse. Some of the climate models have 
us getting wetter as well as drier, but if that precipitation 
still comes in the winter and since we have longer grow-
ing seasons, that adds up to moisture stress and higher 
fire danger in the late summer and fall. 

For a meaty analysis of climate effects on forests in 
Idaho and the Northern Rockies, see a new U.S. Forest 
Service publication titled, “Climate Change Vulnerability 
and Adaptation in the Northern Rocky Mountains.” 

The good news is that there are things we can do to 

reduce risk associated with these fires. Risks to individ-
ual homes can be decreased by removing fuel ladders in 
home landscapes, and by modifying homes so that em-
bers flying in from wildfires are less likely to find a place 
to ignite the home. 

The University of Idaho has an excellent extension 
publication on this titled, “Protecting and Landscaping 
Homes in the Wildland/Urban Interface,” which pro-
vides practical steps to reduce the fire-associated risks to 
homes in rural forested areas.

Reducing fuels and stand density outside the immedi-
ate vicinity of the home is also important, and thinning 
the surrounding forest can also reduce insect and disease 
issues. To that end, two Pacific Northwest Extension pub-
lications can be helpful. 

“Reducing Fire Risk on Your Property” is a workbook 
that helps forest owners reduce wildfire damage potential 
while improving forest health and wildlife habitat. 

To look at a larger landscape scale, you may be inter-
ested in “Planning and Implementing Cross-boundary, 
Landscape-scale Restoration and Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Projects,” a profile of the process the Klamath-Lake For-
est Partnership used to plan and implement cross-bound-
ary restoration projects to improve forest health and 
reduce fire risk on a landscape scale.

Forest fires are a fact of life in western forests, and with 
current fuel accumulations and changing climates, we 
are likely to see fire in the news more rather than less. 
Thankfully, we have knowledge and resources to help 
us modify homes and forests to reduce the risk and the 
impacts of many of those fires.

Chris Schnepf is an area extension educator in forestry 
for the University of Idaho in Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai 
and Benewah counties. He can be reached at cschnepf@
uidaho.edu. n
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Rob Ellis, 
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Dylan Pease, 
Canyon County

Region of the Month

Magic Valley
Scott Badger, 

Regional Executive
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By Erica Louder
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

JEROME — “A vast, uninhabited solitude, with precip-
itous cliffs and yawning ravines—a land where no man 
permanently will reside.” 

So said Washington Irving of the Snake River Plains in 
1837. 

Irving’s prediction remained true until near the turn of 
the century, when Congress passed the Carey Act, which 
permitted private companies to construct, and profit 
from, irrigation systems in Western semi-arid states. 

This led to the expansion of farming in the West, par-
ticularly in Idaho. 

In 1900 the Twin Falls Land and Water Co. was formed 
and in 1905, the Milner diversion dam was completed. 
These irrigation projects in southcentral Idaho, an area 
that later became known as the Magic Valley, were some 
of the most successful of the time and they transformed 
the “uninhabited solitude” of Irving’s musing to produc-
tive farm ground, “as if by magic.” 

That magical transformation is how the Magic Valley 
got its name.

That was the beginning of agriculture in Jerome Coun-
ty and the six-county region known as the “Magic Valley.” 
If you drive west through Idaho along Interstate 84, you 
will see the remnants of a sagebrush desert. 

However, you will also witness the culmination of 100 

Farm legacy
Magic Valley farmers transformed once  

uninhabitable ground into productive farm land

Jerome County Historical Society photo
The Lickley Barn and homestead on display at the Idaho Farm and Ranch Museum.
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years of work by the region’s farmers. There are acres of 
potatoes, sugar beets, and beans. There are dairy farms, 
cattle ranches, and fields of wheat and corn silage. 

Grain bins, potato cellars, sugar factories, and creamer-
ies are scattered throughout the valley. Once inhabitable 
ground, it is now some of the most productive ground in 
the Northwest. 

Stay on the interstate until you reach U.S. Highway 
93, Exit 173. At the junction of 93 and I-84 is hidden a 
remnant of that early time in the region’s history. It is a 
living museum operated by the Jerome County Historical 
Society. 

Aptly named IFARM, which stands for Idaho Farm 
and Ranch Museum, it is a treasure trove of agriculture 
archeology. 

“IFARM is the compilation of years of collecting an-
tiques and historical artifacts by Jerome County resi-

dents,” says the museum’s curator, Linda Helms. “And 
since Jerome County’s history is entrenched in agricul-
ture, much of those artifacts are farm related.”

“As the farm artifacts grew,” she says, “we knew we 
needed to find a permanent home — in 1990 we contract-
ed with the Bureau of Land Management for 30 acres of 
desert ground, and IFARM was born.” 

They call it a museum, but to most patrons, it is more 
than a collection of objects on display. Visiting IFARM 
is like stepping back in time, to the time when the irriga-
tion projects first breathed life to the desert, a time when 
farming in Jerome County took more than a little grit and 
an awful lot of luck. 

IFARM boasts one of the largest collections of histor-
ical agriculture machinery in the Northwest — imple-
ments, plows, and early model tractors litter the ground. 

The original home and barn of the Lickley family now 

Jerome County Historical Society photo
Old farm equipment on display at the Idaho Farm and Ranch Museum.
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sit on the property. The Lickleys were some of the first 
residents of Jerome County. 

There is an original barrack from the Minidoka Inter-
ment Camp, the first cabin in the city of Jerome, and a 
log-hewn building from the county’s “Poor Farm,” which 

was established by the Idaho territorial governor to pro-
vide a place for the poor to live and work. 

The buildings and equipment are arranged in such a 
way that one really gets the feel of an early 20th century 
desert farm. 

On the second Saturday in June IFARM becomes the 
backdrop to an educational experience about the region’s 
legacy during an event called “Life History Days.” 

During the one-day event there are antique tractor 
pulls, horse-drawn wagon rides, and model railroads to 
enjoy. A replica general store, post office, and doctor’s of-
fice are in working order, staffed with actors ready to help 
a busy farm wife with her errands. 

On the Lickley homestead, patrons can eat fresh churned 
butter on homemade bread, test their hand at loom weav-
ing, and get a taste for interior décor on a desert farmhouse. 
You can wander freely through acres of farm equipment 
and implements, all the while getting a sampling of what it 
would have been like to homestead such a place. 

When discovering this history, it is easy to romanticize 
the life of those early settlers. The efforts portrayed at IF-
ARM are remarkable; however, they didn’t come without 
cost. 

Despite the descriptor, it was not magic or even magi-
cal. Often, it was hard, backbreaking work with little rest 
and less reward. The land was unforgiving but, eventual-
ly, it did work and farms and people began to thrive. 

Today, Magic Valley farms are proof that those early 
efforts did pay off. While the cliffs and ravines remain, 
the “inhabitable solitude” is a distant past. 

To schedule a tour of IFARM contact the Jerome Coun-
ty Idaho Historical Society at (208) 324-5641 or through 
email at info@historicaljeromecounty.com.  n

Jerome County Historical Society photo
The gates of the North Side Canal at Miler Dam.

‘Visiting IFARM is like 
stepping back in time, 
to the time when the 

irrigation projects first 
breathed life to the desert, 
a time when farming in 

Jerome County took more 
than a little grit and an 

awful lot of luck.’
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Celebrating 88 Years of Blue Jackets! 

FFA—Growing Leaders, Building Communities and Strengthening Agriculture! 
      

Idaho FFA Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization—Tax ID# 82-0360159  

Please join us for special evenings of celebration honoring Idaho FFA’s rich 
heritage and planning for future success and growth! 

  
 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 
Canyon Crest Event Center 

 

330 Canyon Crest Drive  
Twin Falls, Idaho 

 
4:30 pm—5:30 pm     Social Hour  
                                      and Silent Auction 
5:30 pm—7:30 pm     Dinner, Program   
                                      and Live Auction 

Buffet Dinner—Idaho Preferred® Menu 
 

Presenting 
Sponsor: 
   
 

Supporting Sponsors: 
     - Southern Idaho Tourism 
     - Stotz Equipment 
     - Idaho Forest Group 
     - Key Ag Distributors 
     - Agri-Service 
     - Crop Production Services 

 
 

Wednesday, June 4, 2019 
University Inn 

 

1516 Pullman Road 
Moscow, Idaho 

 
5:30 pm—6:30 pm     Social Hour  
                                      and Silent Auction 
6:30 pm—8:30 pm     Dinner, Program   
                                      and Live Auction 

Buffet Dinner—Idaho Preferred® Menu 
 

Presenting Sponsor: 
   
Supporting Sponsors: 
     - Latah Credit Union  
     - Idaho Forest Group 
     - Northwest Farm Credit Services 

YES! I would love to be a sponsor of 
the Friends of FFA Banquet! 

 
I am unable to attend but would like to 
make a contribution of $_________ 
to support the Idaho FFA programs 
 
Company Name: 
 
______________________________ 
 
Contact Name: __________________ 
 
Address: _______________________ 
 
______________________________ 
Phone: 
______________________________ 
Email: 
______________________________ 
Check Enclosed: ___ Invoice: _____ 
Credit Card Number: 
______________________________ 
Exp Date: __________ CVC:________ 
Signature: ______________________ 

Please indicate which banquet 

Available Sponsorship Levels: 
 

      Supporting Sponsor $1,500 
 Table Sponsor  $   300 
 Individual Tickets $     35  

Please send money to  
P.O. Box 827, Star, ID 83669  

For more information, contact:    

Marcia Jedry, Idaho FFA Foundation 
208-869-6594 or  

mjedry@idffafoundation.org, or 
 
 

Liz Wilder, Idaho FFA Foundation 
406-281-8042 or 

Liz@idffafoundation.org 
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Grain Marketing

Three things to consider when  
contracting commodities

The only thing 
everyone seems 
to want to talk 

about right now is the 
trade talks with China. 
I will agree that this is 
important; however, 
I don’t (and neither 
do you) have control 
over whether or not an 
agreement is done and 
just what we agree to. 

So as usual we are 
all worrying about one 
more thing that we 
don’t have any control 
over. That’s just who we are and how 
we think.

Now let’s visit about something 
we can control and that is when we 
contract our commodities. Let’s ask 
ourselves what the signals are that 
we need to watch for when making 
these decisions. In my opinion, there 
should be three factors in our deci-
sion-making process. These are not 
listed in order of importance.

The futures market: what are 
the fundamental numbers (supply/
demand), is there a carry charge 
market? Have you looked at the his-
torical trends for the specific futures 
market you’re trading and then have 
you looked at the technical indicators 
to see if we are looking a technical 
strength or weakness?

The local basis: is the current level 
good or is it low? Do we historically 
see the basis strengthen or weaken 
over the next few months and at what 
level or time frame do I want to lock 
in my contract? 

The cash bid: at the current level, 

will I be profit-
able and if not, 
what could I do 
to help myself be 
profitable? Do I 
need to separate 
the futures and 
basis and trade 
them separate-
ly in order to 
maximize my 
opportunity to 
be profitable? 

I realize that 
these questions 
may not be your 

questions but I do feel that you need 
to be asking yourself these or simi-
lar questions when marketing your 
commodities. All too often, we visit 
with producers that are marketing 
their commodities simply because a 
payment is due or now is convenient 
for them to deliver. 

As important as these questions are, 
they should never be at the top of our 
marketing checklist. Taking advantage 
of the futures and basis and contract-
ing based on these two factors isn’t 
difficult but it will take a little time and 
effort. 

We will be willing to help you 
through this process on an individual 
basis right in your office or home. All 
we need to do is set up a time to sit 
down and get started.

Let me give you an example of sep-
arating the futures and basis and just 
how that has the potential to benefit 
your bottom line. 

Last August, the Chicago 2019 wheat 
futures were trading as high as $6.12 so 
let’s not take the high but just say we 

were able to sell our futures at $5.90. 
Using the current basis for new crop 
we could fix a new crop soft white con-
tract at $5.05 per bushel in southeast 
Idaho. When we compare this to the 
current futures market using the same 
basis level we get a new crop bid of 
$4.50 per bushel.

Back at the timeframe I chose to use 
on the futures, the Relative Strength 
Index was at 56. This is a level where you 
all could have at least started to look at 
marketing your 2019 crop, even though 
we were still a year away from harvesting 
that crop. When you use these tools, you 
have the opportunity to begin pricing 
your commodities even when the local 
elevator doesn’t have a bid. 

Recently in a conversation with 
one of the large flour mills in our re-
gion the question was posed to them: 
Over the next five years, what will 
producers need to be doing in order 
to stay profitable in the wheat indus-
try? The answer was, they will need 
to be hedging their commodities.

There will be opportunities to price 
your wheat or at least price the fu-
tures side of your commodity in the 
next few months. Let’s be ready to do 
this by learning just how futures and 
basis can work together in your final 
price. 

You may choose to never use these 
tools but it would be wise to know 
just how they work. Then you will be 
making your decision whether or not 
to use them based on what you know.

Clark Johnston is a grain marketing 
specialist and owner of JC Management 
Co. of Ogden, Utah. He can be reached 
at clark@jcmanagement.net.  n

By Clark Johnston
Owner JC Management Co.
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By Bill Schaefer
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

GENEVA — Farmers in the southeast corner of Idaho near 
the Wyoming border are experiencing increasing depredation 
of their crops by elk herds and they’re frustrated by the com-
bination of growing financial losses and increasing numbers of 
elk in their area.

While there are regions in Idaho with low elk herd popula-
tions, such is not the case in the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game elk management zones of 76 and 66A, which together 
form what is known as the Diamond Creek elk zone.

Between 2015 and 2017, three farmers in an area around 
Geneva have filed depredation claims with IDFG totaling 
$61,670.

IDFG has a policy to reimburse private landowners, farm-
ers, ranchers, fruit growers or even beekeepers, for financial 
losses caused by wildlife. The Idaho legislature in 2017 passed 
a bill that increases IDFG’s financial resources to compensate 
for wildlife damage to crops and forage.

Zach Lockyer, IDFG’s Southeast Region wildlife popula-
tion manager, said there are just over 5,000 elk wintering in 
the Diamond Creek elk zone. Lockyer estimates that 2,860 of 
them are cow elk and he said he would like to see the cow elk 
population at 2,200.

The Geneva elk herd is estimated to be 600 and is counted as 
part of the Diamond Creek population.

“We recognize we’ve got a problem here,” Lockyer said 
about the Geneva herd. “There’s not one thing that is going to 
fix it. We’re going to have to be creative and it’s probably going 

Southeast Idaho farmers struggle with elk depredation

Photo by Bill Schaefer
J.C. Price, right, and Carson Price, stand by a wood fence that runs along their property line. The Bear Lake County farmers have struggled 
to keep elk from eating their crops and damaging fencing and other material.

Creative solutions
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to have to be a combination of creative depredation hunts 
(and) kill permits (and) there’s going to have to be a variety of 
measures to get those elk to a point where they’re tolerable for 
the landowners.”	

Carson Price and his son, J.C. Price, are a little frustrated 
and aggravated with elk herds feasting on grain and hay on 
their 1,800 acre farm.

He and his son grow 500 acres of alfalfa, 300 acres of 
meadow hay, 200 acres of oats and 200 acres of barley, with 
the remaining acreage in pasture for 50 head of cattle that J.C. 
Price raises.

Carson Price received $11,460 in 2017 for a depredation 
claim from IDFG and he recently filed a claim for just under 
$15,000 for losses in 2018.	

He said the financial compensation covers the operation’s 
crop loss but it doesn’t always cover the ancillary losses in-
curred by damage to his fencing and other materials.	

“On top of that we have customers, repeat customers, and if 
we don’t supply them with hay they have to go someplace else 
to get it,” said J.C. Price. “If we can’t meet our customers’ needs 
then that hurts long term as well as short term.”

The elk come down from the mountains in July and August 
and feed on the grain in the fields prior to harvest and the start 

of hunting season. The elk continue to feed on stored bales of 
alfalfa and grain hay through the winter months on the Price 
farm.	

“It’s good to have a herd of elk around but we have too 
many,” Carson Price said. “I don’t have a problem with having 
elk around, I have a problem with them eating me out of 
house and home.”	

Price would like to see IDFG combine hunts to allow hunt-
ers with a bull elk tag to take a cow elk if they can’t find a bull.	
“Fish and Game has been very good at selling tags but now we 
have to convince Fish and Game to start harvesting along with 
selling tags,” he said. 	

Rao Tueller is a dry land farmer who grows primarily alfalfa 
on about 400 acres. He has filed depredation claims the past 
three years totaling $11,410.

Tueller would like to have winter hunts when the elk are 
present.	

“It’s the cow population that needs to go down,” he said. 
“There’s way too many cows. There’s not many hunters who 
want cows.”

He said access to elk is a problem because during the 
hunting season the elk tend to seek refuge on private property 
where hunting is not allowed.

Photo by Bill Schaefer
Carson Price, right, and J.C. Price stand by one of their hay storage barns. They use green tin roofing to prevent elk from feeding on the hay.
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In a recent meeting in Montpelier with farmers and ranch-
ers on this issue, Merritt Horsmon, IDFG’s Southeast Region 
wildlife biologist, said that an additional factor that has com-
pounded IDFG’s elk management strategy is that some large 
landowners don’t allow hunting on their property and the elk 
use that property as a refuge between sunrise and sunset, the 
legal time for hunting.	

“There’s very little movement of those elk except from ten at 
night to four in the morning,” Horsmon said. “Hunters are our 
best tool but we may have to get farther out of our normal box 
in thinking to get those elk that are doing the damage.”

He said the first step in depredation prevention is hazing the 
wildlife to keep them off the property.

However, he added, hazing hasn’t worked with the Geneva 
herd and the next step is lethal removal of elk from the prop-
erty through depredation hunts, landowner permission hunts 
or greenfield hunts, which are early hunts, before the regular 
hunting season.

Depredation hunts have been used in zones 76 and 66A but 
neither LPH or greenfield hunts have been used previously.

Horsmon would like to strategically kill elk when they first 
come into the fields in late July and early August.

“We know exactly the elk we want to kill then and they’re 
there,” he said. “We talked about the LPH and the greenfield 
hunts and I think that those would be the tools we need to 
use. We’ve used greenfield hunts in other parts of the state and 

they’ve been highly successful in reducing elk numbers and 
depredation.”		

John Guthrie, IDFG’s landowner and sportsman coordina-
tor for the Magic Valley region, said that he has seen “pretty 
decent success rates” using landowner permission hunts in elk 
management zones 44, 45 and 49 in the Magic Valley region.

“They are very surgical,” Guthrie said of the success of land-
owner permission hunts in lowering elk populations.

IDFG’s bi-annual review of wildlife rules and regulations is this 
spring and Toby Boudreau, IDFG assistant chief of wildlife, said 
his department will be looking at any and all ways to solve the 
overpopulation of elk in specific areas around the state.

The bi-annual review will include public meetings around 
the state.	

Following a public comment period on proposals to address 
issues, IDFG commissioners will then set up new rules and 
regulations for the next two years.	

“I get the frustration that they’re expressing,” Lockyer said 
of the impacted landowners in the Diamond Creek area. “We 
very much recognize that they’re in a tough spot and we’re 
going to help as much as we can.”

He said IDFG’s best tool for reducing a population that is 
over objective is hunter harvest. 

“So, this year we’ll be looking at some additions to the hunt-
ing seasons, not just in Geneva but in the whole zone, to allow 
people to harvest more elk,” he said.  n
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Here to Help You Grow®

Where to begin.
Are you a young or beginning producer with 
dreams of a successful future in agriculture? 

You’ve come to the right place. Our AgVision 
program provides financing for producers 
age 35 or younger, or who have less than
10 years in the business. Qualified applicants 
have less restrictive loan underwriting 
standards, a mentor  and  an abundance of 
educational resources.

Ready to build a life in agriculture? We’re 
ready to help.

208.552.2300 | northwestfcs.com

RANGER XP® 1000:

THE HARDEST WORKING, SMOOTHEST RIDING 
AUTHORITY ON GETTING EVERY JOB DONE.

The all-new Polaris RANGER XP® 1000, the world’s most 
powerful and most comfortable utility side-by-side 

featuring a class dominating 80HP ProStar® engin, an all-new
industry-exlusive 3-mode throttle control for ideal power 
and control for every situation, and best-in-class payload 

and towing capacity. See your dealer for more information or 
visit polaris.com to see the full RANGER® lineup.

Action Cycles N Sleds
Twin Falls (208) 736-8118

Action Motorsports
Idaho Falls (208) 522-3050

Buds Powersports 
Cottonwood (208) 962-3211

Carl’s Cycle Sales
Boise (208) 853-5550

Dennis Dillon
Boise (208) 343-2830

Grizzly Sports
Caldwell (208) 454-8508

Guys Outdoor 
Lewiston (208) 746-0381

Krehbiel’s Sales & Service
Aberdeen (208) 397-4704

Mile High Power Sports
McCall (208) 634-7007

Northstar
Preston (208) 852-1888

Performance Motorsports
Ashton (208) 652-7738

Post Falls Powersports 
Post Falls (866) 628-3821

Rexburg Motorsports
Rexburg (208) 356-4000

Sandpoint Marine
Sandpoint (208) 263-1535

Switchback Motor Sports
Pocatello (208) 238-1575

Young Powersports
Burley (208) 678-5111

Thanks to the following Polaris Dealers for supporting  
the Young Farmer & Rancher Program:

Warning: The Polaris RANGER is not intended for on-highway use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license 
to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old and tall enough to sit with feet firmly on the floor. All SxS drivers should take 
a safety training course. Contact ROHVA at www.rohva.org or (949) 255-2560 for additional information regarding safety training. 
Polaris recwommends that drivers and passengers wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing, especially for trail riding 
and other recreational use. Always wear seat belts. Be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never engage in stunt driving, and 
avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Check local laws before riding on trails.
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By Paige Nelson
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

“That was one of the best, if not 
the best, opening statements I’ve ever 
heard,” said an audience member after 
watching Shalani Wilcox compete in 
the first-ever Idaho Farm Bureau State 
High School Discussion Meet. “She’s a 
natural,” replied another. 

Wilcox, a senior at Madison High 
School in Rexburg, was named discus-
sion meet winner Jan. 25 at the 2019 
Idaho Farm Bureau Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Leadership Conference. 

The discussion meet is meant to 
simulate a committee meeting and 
not a panel discussion and the bur-
den is on the competitors to moderate 

themselves and engage each other in a 
cooperative manner.

Wilcox, who represented the YF&R’s 
district 2, was awarded a $1,400 schol-
arship for her efforts. 

The competition against the three 
other high school students from 
around the state – Jakeb Garrard 
from Cassia County in district 3, 
Katie Latham from Ada County in 
district 4 and Cassie Moedl from 
Franklin County in district 1 – was 
fierce.

“I was nervous because I knew that 
my competitors had also each won 
their district competition, but then 
at the same time, I knew the level of 
discussion would be high,” Wilcox 
said of the state competition.

Preparation
Wilcox’s parents, Ron and Kerry 

Wilcox, both serve on the Madison 
County Farm Bureau board. Ron is 
the treasurer and Kerry is a commit-
tee member. In November 2018, they 
began encouraging Wilcox to compete 
at the district 2 discussion meet.

“At first I wasn’t very excited about 
it. I didn’t want to do it, and they 
convinced me that it would be a good 
idea,” said Wilcox. 

While her parents were working on 
her from home, her Sunday school 
teacher, Alan Clark, district 2 vice-
chair and a former young farmer and 
rancher discussion meet competitor, 
was giving her the third degree at 
church. 

Wilcox wins high school discussion meet

 Photo by Joel Benson
Shalani Wilcox, shown here at her family farm in Menan, won the inaugural Idaho Farm Bureau State High School Discussion Meet Jan. 25, 
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“He kept telling me that I needed 
to do it,” Wilcox remembered. “Every 
week he’d say, ‘Hey, you going to do 
the discussion meet?’”

Finally, Wilcox was persuaded to 
enter her first discussion meet, which 
would be at the district level. The 
competition date was set for Jan. 17, 
just one week prior to the state compe-
tition. 

To prepare, Wilcox studied each of 
the three questions, organized a few 
personal examples to use during the 
discussion and watched several videos 
of past competitions. 

“I wrote a paper for myself that had 
different answers and different topics 
that I could talk about during the dis-
cussion meet,” she said. 

At the state competition only one 
question would be discussed, so 
Wilcox did in-depth study on that 
question. She used different resources, 
and she watched the video of national 
discussion meet competitors discuss-
ing that question. 

“That was very beneficial,” she said. 

Competing
A discussion meet is designed to 

simulate a committee meeting. All 
ideas are welcome but competitors 
must work together to reach a few 
conclusive solutions by the end. The 
winner is chosen by their ability to 
direct the discussion in a productive 
and fair way. 

While many of this year’s partici-
pants were FFA members, the Idaho 
State High School Discussion Meet is 
open to all high school students.

Wilcox admits that even after all her 
preparation, she really didn’t know 
what to expect during her first round 
at the district meet. 

“I just added my two cents when I 
thought it was necessary,” she recalled. 
“By the second round I had kind of fig-
ured out more of what I was supposed 
to do. I was able to be a little bit more 
competitive and ended up making it 
into the finals.”

At the state discussion meet, the stu-
dents were asked to discuss this topic: 
“Farmers are a shrinking percentage of 

the population. How can Farm Bu-
reau help first-generation farmers and 
ranchers get started in agriculture?”

In her opening statement Wilcox 
responded with: “Some say these days 
the only way to get into farming is by 
the womb, tomb or the altar. In talking 
about this problem, one of my friends 
has said her only option at this point 
is to develop a profile on Farmersonly.
com.”

Wilcox said what made this state-
ment work was the personalization 
that came from referencing her friend. 
She believes using personal stories 
during the discussion brings solutions 
and talking points closer to home. 

“Personal stories are always more 
attention grabbing. It helps the judges 
realize that this person knows what 
they’re talking about and that they 
know how to apply it in a real-life 
situation,” she said. “It also helps ignite 
your passion about the topic.”

Advice
As an FFA district president, and the 

Madison chapter student advisor, Wil-
cox is used to leading, yet she admits 
competing in a discussion meet seems 
intimidating. 

Once you’re up there doing it, 
though, she said, it becomes less intim-
idating and actually fun. A good way 
to practice, she said, is by talking with 
peers.

“We always eat lunch out at the ag 
building, a bunch of us FFA kids,” 
she said. “That’s kind of what [the 
discussion meet] was like. You just 
talk about different subjects; some-
times it’s about agriculture, some-
times it’s not about agriculture. It 
was just like talking to friends about 
different subjects just more in a di-
rected way.”

Wilcox encourages FFA students to 
look at the Farm Bureau discussion 
meet as a way to prepare for similar 
FFA events, like the speaking events. 

Competing and winning at district 
and state level has earned Wilcox 
$1,650 toward her college education. 

But aside from the scholarship and 
FFA practice opportunities, Wilcox 
believes the discussion meet offers a 
personal development benefit to par-
ticipants. 

“It’s always good to be aware of dif-
ferent agriculture issues that are going 
on in the world and in the communi-
ty,” she said.

Research them, develop an opinion, 
even come up with possible solutions 
that you think are beneficial, and you 
will walk away a better person, she 
added. 

Paige Nelson is a freelance writer 
from Rigby and serves as Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation’s district 2 young 
farmer and rancher chair.  n

Photo by Joel Benson
Shalani Wilcox, speaking, Jakeb Garrard, Katie Latham and Cassie Moedl compete in the inau-
gural Idaho Farm Bureau State High School Discussion Meet Jan. 25. Wilcox won the event.
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO — Idaho’s wine industry was both excit-
ed and somewhat skeptical of a recent study that claims 
Idahoans drink more wine per capita than residents of 
any other state.

“My first reaction was, ‘Wow, this is awesome,’” said 
Moya Shatz-Dolsby, executive director of the Idaho Wine 
Commission, which represents the state’s wineries and wine 
grape growers. “My second reaction was, ‘Is it really true?’”

According to a report by the National Institutes of 
Health, Idaho is the No. 1 state in the nation in wine con-
sumption per capita.

“That’s cool,” Caldwell wine-
maker and wine grape grower Ron 
Bitner said of the ranking. “But 
do I believe it? I think it needs 
further investigation.”

Gregg Alger, who owns a vine-
yard and winery in Caldwell, said 
the publicity surrounding the 
report’s ranking of Idaho as the top 
wine-consuming state in the nation is great for the industry 
regardless of whether the ranking is accurate or not.

“It’s good publicity,” he said. “It keeps the conversation 
alive about the wine industry in Idaho.”

Alger had his event manager post a story about the 
ranking on Facebook and it quickly went viral.

“We’ve had an unbelievable amount of people respond 
to it,” he said.

Shatz-Dolsby said the ranking has created an enormous 
amount of buzz.

“The media traction we got with it is so cool,” she said. 
“I’m not going to argue with” the ranking.

The website VinePair, which broke down data from the 
NIH report to rank each state’s overall and per capita 
wine consumption, said Idaho’s ranking as the top wine 
consuming state was the first thing that stood out.

The ranking “doesn’t jive with commercially collected 
data but it cannot be dismissed, as the number of winer-
ies in Idaho has been growing rapidly in recent years,” a 
VinePair article stated. 

The number of wineries in Idaho has grown from 11 in 
2002 to 52 now.

Since 1976, when there was one winery in Idaho, the 

industry has grown significantly.
Idaho produces about 225,000 16-bottle cases of wine 

each year and according to a study commissioned by 
the IWC, the industry has a $169 million impact on the 
state’s economy.

“The industry has grown tremendously and it’s doing 
well,” said Bitner.

It was fun to see Idaho ranked as the top wine consum-
ing state in the nation but it would be even more exciting 
to be able to increase the market share for Idaho wine, 
said vineyard and winery owner Mike Williamson, an 
IWC commissioner. 

The market share for Idaho wine – the amount of wine 
sold in Idaho that is produced in 
Idaho – hovers around 10 percent. 

Increasing the market share of 
Idaho wine has been a major focus 
of the commission and finding out 
how to increase it even more is 
the next step, he said.

“Now that we know people are 
drinking wine in Idaho, that is the 
next question,” he said. 

Or, as Shatz-Dolsby put it, “If our market share is 10 
percent, that means there is still a lot of other wine being 
consumed in the state that is not Idaho wine.”

According to VinePair, the NIH considered alcoholic 
beverage sales by state from 1977-2015 and then updated 
their records with 2016 figures. 

According to the NIH report, California consumes the 
most wine overall, which is no shocker since that state’s 
population of 39 million people is far greater than any 
other state. 

But Idaho, which has a population of 1.7 million 
people, is far ahead of California when it comes to wine 
consumed on a per capita basis. According to the report, 
Idaho residents consume an average of 1.19 gallons per 
person each year, compared with 0.59 gallons for Califor-
nia.

The average wine consumption per year for all of the 
United States was 0.44 gallons, according to the NIH 
report. 

How states that border Idaho ranked in the NIH re-
port: Utah consumed an average of 0.19 gallons of wine 
per capita, Wyoming 0.32 gallons, Montana and Washing-
ton 0.52, Oregon 0.6 and Nevada 0.61.  n

Report: Idaho No. 1 in  
per capita wine consumption

‘The industry has grown 
tremendously and it’s 

doing well.’
— Ron Bitner, 

Caldwell winemaker
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

SODA SPRINGS – Some people in the Soda Springs area 
are gauging the community’s interest in forming a range-
land fire protection association. 

An RFPA is a voluntary, nonprofit organization that is quali-
fied to help state and federal agencies suppress range fires.

Caribou County Farm Bureau held a meeting in Soda 
Springs Jan. 10 to educate people about RFPAs and gauge 
their interest in forming one. 

“We’re trying to educate our community about these 
associations so if people want to form one, they can,” said 
Reed Crandall, a rancher who is leading the effort. 

Idaho’s first RFPA was formed by a group of Mountain 
Home ranchers in 2012. Since then, eight other RFPAs have 
formed across southern and eastern Idaho. They mostly con-
sist of ranchers and farmers who are trained and qualified to 
assist state and federal firefighters respond to range fires.

Combined, they protect 1.8 million acres of private range-
land that was previously unprotected and they also provide 
secondary protection on 7.2 million acres of federal and 
state land. 

In 2018, these RFPAs responded to 54 fires.
During the Jan. 10 meeting, Mike Guerry, a rancher from 

Castleford in the Magic Valley area, said RFPAs have been a 
big blessing to ranchers in his area. 

Guerry is a member of both the Three Creek and Saylor 
Creek RFPAs, which formed in 2013, and he is chairman of 
Three Creek.  

Guerry said that from 2005 to 2012, there were seven dif-
ferent fires of more than 100,000 acres, the effects of which 
severely hampered his and other ranching operations. 

“It was bringing our operation to its knees,” he said. 
In the six years the Three Creek and Saylor Creek RF-

PAs have been in place, there have been no range fires over 
60,000 acres, he said. 

“Its brought some stability to our operation,” he said of 
the fact there hasn’t been any huge range fires since the 
RFPAs formed. “I’m just a microcosm of the whole thing. 
That’s true of everybody.”

Guerry said his RFPA stands ready to help Caribou Coun-
ty residents form their own if they choose to. That could 
include providing a template for bylaws and agreements 
with state and federal agencies.

“We are here to help in any way ... so you don’t have to 
reinvent the wheel,” he said. 

After an RFPA forms as a non-profit organization, it enters 

into a cooperative agreement with the Idaho Department of 
Lands, said Rick Finis, IDL’s southern Idaho fire program 
liaison. 

That provides the avenue for the RFPA to enter into 
agreements with federal agencies, including the Bureau of 
Land Management. The BLM provides the training that 
qualifies RFPA members to work in a coordinated fashion 
with state and federal agencies.

More than 400 RFPA members have been trained to fight 
range fires and as funding has been available, IDL has pro-
vided about $700 worth of personal protective equipment 
for each trained firefighter.

While RFPAs assist IDL in fighting fires, they work mostly 
with the BLM.

See RFPA, page 35

Caribou County residents explore 
rangeland fire protection association

Photo by Sean Ellis
Mike Guerry, a rancher from Castleford, speaks to Caribou County 
residents Jan. 10 during a meeting held to explore the community’s 
interest in forming a rangeland fire protection association.
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — Hundreds of Idaho FFA 
students, wearing their iconic blue 
jackets, descended on Boise Jan. 28 for 
their annual “Cenarrusa Day on the 

Hill” luncheon.
It kicks off a two-day event that 

allows FFA members to meet face-to-
face with lawmakers and other agricul-
tural industry leaders and learn first-
hand how public policy is developed. 

It includes a leadership conference 

hosted by national FFA officials.
“It’s an opportunity for our stu-

dents who are engaged in pursuing 
leadership positions in agriculture to 
connect with the generation ahead 
of them, to learn and grow … and to 
continue to help Idaho agriculture,” 

Photo by Sean Ellis
Idaho FFA students from around the state mingled with legislators and farm industry leaders Jan. 28 during the annual “Cenarrusa Day on 
the Hill” event.

FFA students descend on 
Boise for ‘Day on the Hill’ 
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said Clara-Leigh Evans, executive director of the Idaho 
FFA Foundation.

“I want to thank you because you are the future of agri-
culture,” Ken Dey, communications director for J.R. Simplot 
Co., told FFA members during the Day on the Hill lun-
cheon, where a wave of blue jackets mingles with legislators 
and industry leaders.

He also reminded them that there are plenty of career 
opportunities in the ag industry, whether at Simplot or 
elsewhere.

“The opportunity in agriculture is immense,” he said. 
“There are plenty of FFA alumni working for our company.”

The event is named for former Idaho Secretary of State 
Pete Cenarrusa, who died in 2013 and whose 51 years in the 
Legislature and executive branches of Idaho government 
make him the longest serving public servant in state history. 

He started the first ag classes at Cambridge and Carey 
high schools and was known as a champion of Idaho agri-
culture.

Mark Bietia, an ag teacher and FFA advisor at American 
Falls High School, said the event is a good opportunity for 
FFA members to establish a relationship with their elected 
representatives and talk about agricultural and other issues.

“This is the biggest event where students and legislators 
are brought together and are able to converse about the 
issues of the day and how they affect us all,” he said. 

The event is an exciting time for the students but it’s also 
a special time for legislators, who say they are invigorated by 
the enthusiasm of the FFA members, Evans said. 

“I think these students inspire them,” she said. “A lot of 
times they will say, ‘That was a dose of enthusiasm and mo-
tivation.’ The legislators leave this event feeling like our state 
will be in good hands and that FFA is preparing students for 
leadership roles in the future.”

During the luncheon, several of Idaho’s elected officials 
and industry leaders spoke about the important role farm-
ing and ranching play in the state’s economy and thanked 
FFA members for their support of agriculture.

“Agriculture is such an important part of the economy of 
Idaho,” said Lt. Gov. Janice McGeachin. “The contribution 
that (farmers and rancher) continue to make to our state is 
very much appreciated.”

“Agriculture is alive and strong in Idaho,” said LaMar 
Isaak, an Idaho board member of the Northwest Agricul-
tural Cooperative Council, which represents agricultural 
co-ops in Idaho and sponsors the event. “You young people 
are doing a great job.”

On behalf of the NWACC, Isaak presented friend of the 
industry awards to Sen. Mark Harris, a Republican rancher 
from Soda Springs, and Rep. John Vander Woude, a Repub-
lican farmer from Nampa.

Honorary FFA degrees for their long-time support of 
Idaho FFA were presented to Rep. Mike Moyle, a Republi-
can farmer and rancher from Star, and Sen. Carl Crabtree, a 
Republican rancher from Grangeville.  n

Continued from page 33

“Each RFPA is unique,” Finis said. “It is locally run. It is 
not run by the state or BLM. It is run by you.”

He said one of the big benefits of an RFPA is that it al-
lows locals to respond quickly and in a coordinated fashion 
to help protect their own livelihoods. 

“It gets a trained firefighter who knows the area on a fire 
quickly,” Finis said. “Their strongest suit is the intelligence 
and information they have about the area.”

Ranchers or farmers fighting range fires isn’t something 
new. They have done that for decades. 

But Finis and Guerry both said that before the RFPAs 
were formed, ranchers and state and federal agencies 
were not on the same page and their efforts weren’t coor-
dinated. 

“Everybody is on the same page now,” Finis said. “Now 
that they’re working together, it is a much safer, coordi-
nated and efficient effort.” 

Before the RFPAs were formed, neither side was com-
municating with the other, Guerry said. 

“We were putting people at risk because neither side 
knew where the other was,” he said.

Before the RFPAs were formed, there was a lot of 
apprehension on both sides about how the partnership 
would work, Guerry said. But that has changed and now 
a mutual trust has developed between the association 
members and state and federal firefighters. 

“We have developed confidence in each other,” he said. 
Many of the RFPA members have their own firefight-

ing equipment, including water trucks, dozers and discs. 
The IDL also provides the association with additional 

equipment that it can acquire. For example, IDL provid-
ed seven RFPAs with fire engines last year. 

Interest in forming an RFPA has also been expressed 
in the Arbon Valley area south of American Falls as well 
as the Richfield area south of Hailey. 

In his first State of the State address Jan. 7, Gov. Brad 
Little, a rancher, praised the work of the RFPAs. 

“The initial attack and intel they provide on more than 
9 million acres of Idaho’s rangeland have given Idaho 
significantly improved chances against the devastation of 
large wildfires,” he said. 

Former Gov. Butch Otter, also a rancher, also gave 
the RFPAs an annual shout-out in his State of the State 
addresses.

The Idaho Legislature provided several hundred thou-
sand dollars to help the RFPAs get started. 

“We’ve had tremendous support from the governor 
and legislature and we obviously appreciate that,” Guer-
ry said. 

To find out more about the RFPA effort in the Soda 
Springs area, call Crandall at (208) 221-0570.    n

RFPA
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE — Gov. Brad Little’s first State of the State 
address contained a strong recognition of the important 
role that agriculture plays in the state’s economy. 

In fact, his 4,000-word address contained numerous 
references and shout-outs to agriculture and issues im-
portant to Idaho’s farming and ranching community.  

“Agriculture remains the backbone of Idaho’s rural 
economy,” Little, a Republican rancher from Emmett, 
said Jan. 7 during his State of the State and budget ad-
dress, which kicked off the 2019 Idaho Legislature. 

He also noted that agriculture “is coping with the ef-
fects of significant challenges, from commodity prices to 

transportation and trade.”
“As they have for generations, progressive farmers and 

ranchers meet these challenges by increasing their pro-
duction and efficiency,” said Little, who pointed out that 
Idaho wheat yields increased 15 percent and set a record 
last year, barley yields were up 10 percent from the previ-
ous year and alfalfa hay yields increased 19 percent.

He also pointed out that Idaho’s dairy production has 
doubled in the past 16 years and that the state jumped 
Oregon in 2017 to become the No. 2 hop producing state 
in the nation. 

“Idaho remains a heavily trade-dependent state, with 
around $2 billion in agricultural exports,” the governor 
said. “When markets are open, agriculture makes the 

Agriculture a main theme 
in State of State address

Photo by Jake Putnam
Gov. Brad Little delivers his inaugural address outside Idaho’s Capitol building Jan. 4 after being sworn in as the state’s 33rd governor.
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most of those opportunities. When markets are disrupt-
ed, we feel it.”

Little said the profitability of Idaho’s farming and 
ranching industry “and its ability to compete nationally 
and internationally is dependent upon the time and cost 
of getting our products to consumers.” 

“I look forward to working with you to increase rail 
access, address truck shortages and reduce the burdens of 
federal regulations,” he added. 

Little, who served as lieutenant governor from 2009-
2019, was raised on his family’s ranch in Emmett and has 
been active in the state’s agricultural industry his whole 
life.

Little’s proposed fiscal year 2020 budget includes $8 
million for a new Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
animal, dairy and plant pathology lab. 

The laboratory conducts a significant amount of testing 
for the state’s farming and ranching industry and demand 
for testing services has increased substantially over the 
past two years.

“It has skyrocketed. We’re handling it fine but it’s 
taking everything we have,” said ISDA Chief of Opera-
tions Chanel Tewalt. “There has been a huge increase in 
workload.”

The current lab was built in 1965, has been refurbished 
numerous times over the years and sorely needs to be 
replaced, Tewalt said. 

“Even aside from the increase in testing, the challenges 
in the lab are significant,” she said. “It’s old and we can 
not refurbish it any more than we already have.”

Little’s proposed budget also includes $200,000 in 
ongoing funding for the state’s Wolf Depredation Control 
Board, which also gets about $110,000 in funding annual-
ly from both the state’s livestock industry and sportsmen. 
The money is used to lethally control problem wolves. 

The board currently gets $400,000 in state funding 
each year and some of Idaho’s cattle and farming groups 
want to keep the state’s annual contribution at that same 
amount. 

During his State of the State address, Little also said 
Idaho must actively work to improve broadband access, 
which is a major issue in many rural communities. Ade-
quate broadband connectivity is a must to ensure Idaho 
can adapt to the rapidly evolving digital world, he said.

“I will work with the legislature to ensure both rural 
and urban Idaho are connected and well-positioned to 
attract and create maximum success,” Little said. 

The governor also addressed regulatory burdens, which 
is a major issue for many farmers and ranchers. 

“I will issue another executive order requiring state 
agencies to revoke two regulations for every new regula-
tion they want to implement,” he said. “This commitment 
to cutting red tape will ensure we are governing with the 
lightest possible hand.”

Little said water is the lifeblood of Idaho “and we’ve 

made great strides in protecting it.” He noted that more 
water was added to the important Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer last year than was removed.

“While this is an impressive accomplishment, this must 
be an ongoing effort,” he said.

The governor also gave a shout-out to the state’s nine 
rangeland fire protection associations, which help state 
and federal agencies fight range fires. More than 300 
ranchers and farmers are now members of those RFPAs 
across southern Idaho.

“The initial attack and intel they provide on more than 9 
million acres of Idaho’s rangeland have given Idaho signifi-
cantly improved chances against the devastation of large 
wildfires,” he said. “I want to carry over this successful 
wildland firefighting model to Idaho’s forestland by expand-
ing the initial attack capabilities of our loggers.”

Among the businesses Little singled out as examples 
of the state’s strong economy were BiologiQ, an Idaho 
Falls company that creates plastic from the excess starch 
produced during potato processing, and Woodgrain Mill-
works, a Fruitland-based company that operates sawmills 
and manufactures doors and windows.  n

Photo by Sean Ellis
Gov. Brad Little delivers his first State of the State address Jan. 7.
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MILLWRIGHT SERVICE
We have a Millwright andWelding
service, we install new equipment,
and repair old equipment.We are
portable and ready to serve you.

Welding and Fabrication shop
located in Malad, Idaho.

DAVE’S MILLWRIGHT & FABRICATION
Brand X Line Boring

CONTACT US
Dave (208) 479-6856 • Keeton (208) 540-2142

Email: daveisaacson@icloud.com • davesmillwright@gmail.com
www.davesmil lwright.com

LINE BORING SERVICE
Our line boring allows
us to fix worn holes,
install bushings and
weld holes that need
fixed.
We have multiple sizes
of bars depending on
the hole. We are mobile
and we can pick up
equipment or parts that
need repaired.

MSHA & OSHA Certified

Submitted photo
Sharon Moser, right, of the Jefferson County Farm Bureau Women’s Commit-
tee, presents checks to finalists in the committee’s annual speech contest. 
Ten contestants spoke on the theme, “Idaho Agriculture, Grow With Us,” 
during the contest, which was held Jan. 31 at Rigby High School. The finalists, 
from right: Jaylee Rosenberg (1st place, $100), Talon Anderson (2nd, $75) and 
Brayden Thomas (3rd, $50).

Submitted photo
RIGHT: Brayden Thomas, a sophomore at Rigby High School, earned first 
place in the Idaho Farm Bureau Speech Contest, which was held Feb. 1 in 
Rexburg. Thomas, who represented Jefferson County, was awarded $100. He 
is the son of Michael and Patty Thomas of Annis.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
Non-commercial classified ads are free to Idaho Farm Bureau members. 
Must include membership number for free ad. Forty (40) words maximum. 
Non-member cost is 50 cents per word. You may advertise your own crops, 
livestock, used machinery, household items, vehicles, etc. Ads will not be 
accepted by phone, Ads run one time only and must be re-submitted in 
each subsequent issue. We reserve the right to refuse to run any ad. Please 
type or print clearly. Proofread your ad.

Mail ad copy to:
FARM BUREAU PRODUCER

P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
or email Dixie at dashton@idahofb.org

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone	

Membership No.

Ad Copy
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Classifieds
ANIMALS

Grass fed natural beef. Whole 
or half. Low cost. Will deliver 
to your processor. Challis, ID. 
208-339-2434.

Black Angus Bulls. Coming 2 
yr olds. Fall bulls and spring 
yearling. Bloodlines: Basin 
Excitement ten x, and 101 Git-
er-Dun. Hyde Ranch Angus. 
Oreana, ID. 208-834-2505. 

Doodle puppies available. 
Excellent family companions. 
Call or text Nikki at 208-318-3656.

FARM EQUIPMENT
John Deere - 2-cylinder tractor 
for parts. West of Meridian. 
208-488-8186.

Collector’s dream. Allis 
Chalmers 1948 HD Dozer. 
Everything runs perfect. No 
leaks. New hyd. Pump, extra 
track, spindle & track bolts. 
Have owner’s manual. $5,000. 
Firm. Leave message for Gene. 
208-245-6770.

2 Massey Ferguson grain 
combines model 860, 2 model 
760, All 4 for $10,000 obo.  40’ 
hopper bottom semi trailer. 
$1000 obo. Hesston 4900 baler 
$6000 obo. Aberdeen, ID. 208-
220-8000.

John Deere 60 power steering, 
3pt hitch, with single front 
wheel, currently not running. 
NH hay stacker M1000 works 
great, 9ft 2 point disc nice, 10ft 
Triple K real good shape, 12 ft 
5-row corrugator. Meridian, Id. 
208-631-1978. 

Challenger MT 755, 2209 hrs, 
annual service by Western 
States, Trimble A/S, (reduced) 

$125,500.  500hp US Motor, 480 
volt, hollowshaft irrigation motor, 
$20,000. ’74 GMC 10-wheeler 
truck $10,000. Call 208-220-5588 
or e-mail: deegt@aol.com.

New Squeeze chute, green, 
hand pull, $1,300. Midvale, Id 
208-355-3780.

Balewagons: New Holland self-
propelled or pull-type models, 
parts, tires, manuals. Also 
interested in buying balewagons. 
Will consider any model. Call Jim 
Wilhite at 208-880-2889 anytime.

Metal calf hutch. 8’ x 4’ 
mounted on RR ties. $300. 
Pocatello, ID. 208-237-5748.

MISCELLANEOUS 
Spinners / Weavers - We 
have some fine/very 
fine wool fleeces from 
our white face sheep (SAMM) 
South African Meat Merino 
for sale. We also have 
wool from our Suffolk sheep 
available. Burley, Id. Call 
Earl or Kathryn (208) 654-
2238 / (208) 312-5280. 

100-foot roll Oregon 404 52AK 
full skip square ground chisel 
saw chain. $200. Lewiston, Id. 
208-743-9204.

Vega Pro model D-48 Lathe 
duplicator. $350. Call 208-731-
3544. Stain Glass making tools 
and supplies. Call 208-539-3755.

Premium Sharpening: Clipper 
grooming blades, scissors, 
knives, clipper, motor repair. 
Call Vic for further info. 
Lewiston, ID. 208-798-3391.

REAL ESTATE/ACREAGE
Lot for Sale - 1/2 Acre Country 

Lot. Build a New Home or New 
Mfg Hm. City water, Gas, most 
utilities available. Must obtain 
septic & water permits. Shelley 
Area. 208-528-5337. Leave 
message.

2.124 Acres Zoned Commercial 
in Arizona. 4 buildings 13,408 
SQ ft total Canopy parking, 
Equipment shed, 80 Ft commo 
tower, Chain link fence with 
electric gates, Large kitchen in 
Wellton, AZ. A small farming 
town about 30 miles from 
Yuma. Call Alex 208-452-5335.  

Mobile Home for sale. Exit 
90, Mountain Home. Heavily 
remodeled, owner only park. 
Various sizes and pricing. 
Affordable lot fee, including 
W.S.G. Good snowbird base, 
easy access to Boise and the 
mountain. Call David 208-220-
8589.

RECREATIONAL
2008 Sunnybrook travel trailer. 
29 ft. 1 slide, sleeps eight. 
Nampa, ID 208-989-5402. 

1997 Honda Valkyre $4,500, 
1989 Yamaha XT350 $400. Both 
run very well, obo. Hayden, Id 
208-651-1125.

TRAILERS
1990 Charmac Aluminum 
gooseneck horse trailer. Has 
complete set of removable 
aluminum decking for sheep/

goats. Split gates..$8500. Call 
Jim at (208)823-4471.

Heavy duty 2 axle flatbed car 
hauler. $1,800. Leave message. 
Gooding, ID. 208-785-0795.

WANTED
Need one or two handles for 
cross cut saw. Lewiston, Id. Call 
208-743-9204.

Paying cash for old cork top 
embossed bottles and some 
telephone insulators. Call 
Randy. Payette, Id. 208-740-0178.

Paying cash for German & 
Japanese war relics/souvenirs! 
Pistols, rifles, swords, 
daggers, flags, scopes, optical 
equipment, uniforms, helmets, 
machine guns (ATF rules apply) 
medals, flags, etc. 549-3841 
(evenings) or 208-405-9338.

Old License Plates Wanted. 
Also key chain license plates, 
old signs, light fixtures. Will pay 
cash. Please email, call or write. 
Gary Peterson, 130 E Pecan, 
Genesee, Id 83832. gearlep@
gmail.com. 208-285-1258.

Our Idaho family loves old 
wood barns and would like 
to restore/rebuild your barn 
on our Idaho farm. Would you 
like to see your barn restored/
rebuilt rather than rot and fall 
down? Call Ken & Corrie 208-
530-6466.

Free Classified ads for 
Idaho Farm Bureau Members

Ads must be received by March 15 for April Producer.
Send to dashton@idahofb.org




