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Americans’ confidence and 
trust in key institutions is at a 
historical low, according to a 
2016 Gallup poll. Even insti-
tutions that have enjoyed high 
levels of trust in the past, such 
as churches and schools, have 
dropped in Americans’ respect 
and regard over the past 10 

years. Others, such as banks, 
big business and Congress, 
have struggled for decades to 
earn the public’s confidence. 
Their ratings haven’t gotten 
any better.
Against this backdrop of skep-
ticism and lack of trust, there’s 
at least one group that most 
Americans still respect and ad-
mire. I’m talking about farm-
ers, of course.

The Center for Food Integrity 
tracks public opinion about 
food. CFI has asked similar 
questions for years now, and—
year after year—consumers 
rate farmers highly as people 
they most trust on food issues. 
On a scale of 0-10, 53 percent 
of consumers rate farmers 8-10. 
Forty-two percent give us a 
grade of 4-7. That’s a lot of faith 

I recently saw a poster the reso-
nated with me. It stated “Cour-
age is what it takes to stand 

up and speak. Courage is also 
what it takes to sit down and 
listen.”
Those words caused me to con-
sider the Idaho Farm Bureau 
policy development and imple-
mentation process. Many of us 
lean to the right and we prefer 
to read and watch news or in-
formation that conforms to our 
political views. When we hear a 
counterpoint, we begin to sub-
consciously formulate respons-
es, and to criticize, rather than 

listening the way we would if 
the discussion conformed to 
our political views.
Allowing ourselves to think 
this way – without at least at-
tempting to understand an op-
posing viewpoint is a handicap. 
The old saying - there are two 
sides to every story - is as wise 
and meaningful now as it has 
ever been. How many times 
have you read something and 
thought you had made up your 

The Idaho Farm Bureau ex-
presses appreciation to each of 
Idaho’s Congressional delega-
tion for joining forces in using 
an archaic law passed during 
the Clinton presidency in 1996.  

It is the Congressional Review 
Act (CRA), which allows the 
House and the Senate to nullify 
any recently finalized federal 
regulation by a simple major-
ity vote of both chambers – so 
long as the president agrees. 
(The term “recently finalized” 
means rules enacted within 60 
congressional calendar days or 
June 13, 2016.) CRA is a com-
plex statute that represents an 
attempt by Congress to rees-
tablish some control over the 

agency rulemaking process.
Congress moved swiftly to re-
peal overreaching last-minute 
rules from the Obama Admin-
istration.  One good thing about 
the CRA is that once a rule has 
been killed, federal agencies 
can’t ever come back and issue 
a new rule that’s “substantially 
the same form.” 
One of the important rules that 
Farm Bureau has actively sup-
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cover:  a building in Weiser that collapsed due to snow load in early 
January. Local officials believe up to one-quarter of the buildings in 
the town will eventually be razed due to cracks and questionable 
structural integrity. research conducted by Farm Bureau mutual 
Insurance of Idaho claims experts found significant differences in 
county building codes in southwest Idaho.  Photo by Steve Ritter

See STORM page 4

By Jake Putnam
More than three feet of snow buried Southwest Idaho in early January, col-
lapsing buildings and setting property damage records on a scale never seen 
before according to Farm Bureau insurance adjusters.
“This is the worst season we’ve seen,” said Richard Burgoyne, vice president 
and regional claims manager for Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance of Idaho. 
“The number of barns, warehouses carports, patio covers and storage sheds 
is significant and we haven’t seen bigger losses.”
The first damage estimates could top a $100 million with dozens of col-
lapsed onion packing and storage sheds under more than 40 inches of snow. 
County officials say it was the worst series of storms in a century.
“There was a stretch early in January starting about the 9th when we were 
getting 250 claims a day,” Burgoyne said. “We still managed to get back to 
our clients the same day and for the most part we inspected properties that 
week. Keep in mind this hasn’t happened to us in recent history.”

Catastrophic Storms Smash 
SW Idaho Farms, Businesses

dozens of hay sheds and other outbuildings were also lost during early January storms.
Photo by Steve Ritter



# Idaho Farm Bureau producer / march 20174

STORM
Continued from page 3

clearwater complex 1 – 
clearwater complex 2 – 
clearwater complex 3 –

Burgoyne said building codes show a 
wide variation in the southwest part of 
Idaho. 
“For instance Ada County, building 
codes require roofs to withstand 20 
pounds of weight per square foot and 
that’s snowpack weight on a roof. Go 
to Bear Lake its 45 pounds per square 
foot, Canyon County is 25. In McCall 
it’s 120 pounds per square foot, but 
when you get to Weiser its 30 pounds 
per square foot and this year they had 
a McCall type winter,” said Burgoyne. 
Many of the collapsed buildings were 
old, mid-century buildings built long 
before modern building codes.
Washington County Commissioner 
Kirk Chandler is overwhelmed by the 
destruction and everyday he studies 
damage reports. 

“The assessor’s office went out and 
looked at building damage and so far 
we have 99 buildings but they just 
brought up another handful yesterday,” 
Chandler said. “Almost all are agricul-
tural buildings, lots of hay sheds and 
out buildings. I tell you, this event has 
been catastrophic to our County.”
The destruction is not limited to Wash-
ington, Payette, and Oregon’s Malheur 
County. Gem County farmer Terry 
Jones runs a diary. He said heavy 
snowfall collapsed one of his barns.
“Our biggest loss was a 600-ton hay 
barn and it completely collapsed,” 
Jones said. “We don’t know where we 
stand with the insurance yet but if it’s 
on our shoulders to rebuild it’s going 
to be expensive. We’re hoping for low 
interest disaster loans, but it’s still a 

hardship.”
Jones says the winter of ’17 will go 
down in history. “I drove from my 
farm to Emmett and just to get the 
highway which is seven miles, I count-
ed five buildings that are now on the 
ground and they’re all farm buildings. 
For me, it’s going to be $50,000 and 
when I start doing the math, the loss 
across the state is extensive,” said 
Jones.
In the wake of this disaster, another is 
likely to follow when the snow melts. 
The massive spring cleanup is a con-
cern in the four county area. Commis-
sioner Chandler says Weiser has col-
lapsed buildings but nowhere to take 
the debris.
“Our city center is made up of many 
two-story brick buildings and most are 

County commissioners and state officials met with local residents in late January to discuss cleanup efforts.   Photo by Steve Ritter
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over 100 years-old,” he said. “Before 
this is over we could see entire blocks 
torn down. It has been devastating to 
our community.”
Ridley’s Market, the bowling alley and 
onion warehouses have to be cleaned 
up, Commissioners say there’s already 
enough crushed brick, roofing and 

rotting onions to fill all the existing 
landfills in Southwest Idaho. The De-
partment of Environmental Quality is 
meeting with victims to try and work 
out the massive cleanup plan.
“Our mission is to protect public health 
and the environment and we have rules 
that we have to operate on to do that,” 

said Aaron Scheff of the Idaho De-
partment of Environmental Quality. 
“One of our concerns is to ensure that 
the waste being generated is from this 
unprecedented event and that it’s ap-
propriately handled. The ideal method 
is to get the destroyed materials to a 
waste facility where we can segregate 
waste streams and dispose of them ap-
propriately.”
With disposal of hundreds of buildings 
there are all kinds of hazards that can’t 
just be scooped up and dumped. DEQ 
officials are concerned about various 
compressed gasses, paint and chemi-
cals, asbestos, and industrial acids. 
Rotting onions are another challenge 
to clean up. Collapsed building owners 
not only have to deal with their loss but 
the daunting disposal of mountains of 
debris.

A flattened building in Washington County. Insurance claims adjusters recently confirmed the winter storms that pummeled southwest Idaho in early 
January resulted in the biggest single event loss in the history of Farm Bureau mutual Insurance company of Idaho.   Photo by Steve Ritter

The catastrophic series of storms in early January is causing market 
disruption for the nation’s onion supply. Idaho’s Southwest counties 
are home to 300 onion farms and 30 shippers that produce 25 per-
cent of the U.S. onion market. Numbers are still being tallied but 
so far an estimated 20 million pounds were lost, which is about 25 
percent of the region’s production.

Onion prices started climbing with storage shed collapses during 
the last week of December. By the first of January the price of a 
50-pound sack of supercolossal onions stood at $4. After the disas-
ter, prices hit the $8 mark and analysts say those prices are likely to 
continue climbing.
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in the work we do. But we 
can do better.
We tend to think of grow-
ing, processing, selling and 
eating as different busi-
nesses, but the average per-
son does not. It’s the “sys-
tem,” they are told, that has 
left too many Americans 
fat or malnourished or food 
insecure, and it’s the system 
that has to be fixed. Farm-
ers and ranchers tend to get 
lumped in with all of it.
Here are other numbers 
from the CFI survey that 
should make us take notice.
• Even though food has nev-
er been as affordable as it is 
now, two-thirds of Ameri-
cans say they are very con-
cerned about food prices.
• Sixty-eight percent of 
people surveyed say they 
are very concerned about 
food safety.
• Just over half of those 
polled are very concerned 
about the sustainability of 
U.S. farming.
• Fifty-eight percent are 
very concerned that ani-
mals may not always be 
treated humanely on farms 
and ranches.
• Forty-two percent of 
Americans say they are 
concerned about the num-
ber of immigrant workers 
here in violation of U.S. 
law.
• Eighty percent of Ameri-
cans  want to know more 
about farming.
• An amazing 95 percent of 

“foodies”—the 15 percent 
of the population who have 
a deep interest in the food 
they eat and how it is pro-
duced—say they want to 
know more about what we 
do.
I hope those numbers got 
your attention, because they 
show us where we have op-
portunities to build trust.
You might think more facts 
will convince people who 
don’t trust farmers. But 
farming is as emotionally 
charged as anything else 
people talk about. What the 
average American wants to 
know is that we care —for 
our land, our animals, our 
workers—and for them. 
You and I know that is al-
ready the case. We just have 
to show it more.
I know some farmers and 
ranchers don’t necessar-
ily want to let “outsiders” 
in. Critical “news” stories 
on television or mislead-
ing comments from the Dr. 
Ozes out there don’t help 
our cause or give us farm-
ers much trust in the me-
dia. But we cannot hide our 
light under a bushel. We 
must use all communica-
tion channels available to 
help consumers understand 
that we care about our land, 
water and air, and that to-
day’s agriculture is more 
sustainable than ever.
There are so many ways to 
engage. Talk with editors 
and reporters with your lo-
cal newspapers. Send letters 
to media outlets, both when 
they get the story wrong 

and when they get it right. 
Give tours of your farm or 
ranch. Participate in fairs 
and community events.
Farm Bureau programs can 
help. The Women’s Leader-
ship and Promotion & Edu-
cation committees provide 
training and opportunities 
to advocate for farming 
and ranching. The Young 
Farmers & Ranchers pro-
gram, where I got my start 
in Farm Bureau years ago, 
gives young agriculturalists 
the tools they need to be 
advocates and ag leaders. 
Our “Engage” action center 
makes it easy to weigh in 

with members of Congress 
on important legislation.
Whatever you can do, it will 
make a big difference. The 
important thing is to de-
cide to do it—to get outside 
our fencerows and spread 
the word that farmers and 
ranchers value the same 
things the rest of America 
cares       about. We have 
to let our commitment and 
love for what we do shine 
through. That’s how we 
maintain trust in farmers 
and ranchers, even as trust 
in other parts of our society 
seems to be in short supply.
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mind on an issue only to hear an op-
posing viewpoint and think – yeah 
that’s not a bad argument. Nothing is 
black and white. 
Farm Bureau has an established list of 
principles used for developing sound 
policy. They include: Is the resolution 
properly researched? Is there another 
side to this issue that should be heard 
before a decision is made? Will the 
proposed resolution provide the de-
sired outcome? Is the resolution cred-
ible and achievable? And does it pass 
the ‘common sense’ test?
One of the biggest problems in Wash-
ington D.C. today, is they don’t seem 
to have a common sense test. Most 
decisions are based on which party 
an idea originated with and because 
of this partisan mentality, little gets 
accomplished. The election of Don-
ald Trump is a timely example of how 
voters are fed up with political rheto-
ric and gridlock. 
Trump really was a long-shot, dark 
horse candidate early on in the elec-
tion cycle. Neither party took him 
seriously. But he kept a consistent 
message and it slowly gained momen-

tum. He kept his eye on the ball and 
his message on point, which is a good 
formula to follow.
We the American voters are indepen-
dent - arguably more so than any oth-
er nation. We recently shook up world 
politics by electing a billionaire with 
no political experience to the highest 
office in the land. That’s never hap-
pened before, although we did elect 
an actor with limited political experi-
ence once. Back in the 80’s American 
voters liked the idea of a maverick 
president, not the least bit timid about 
shaking up the status quo, and they 
still like that idea today.  
Although some of Trump’s policies 
and beliefs seem at odds with agri-
culture, he might have what it takes to 
kick start a manufacturing industry, 
which has become a sleeping giant as 
our nation lost its competitive advan-
tage over the last several decades. In 
the short time since he became Presi-
dent, Trump has set himself apart as a 
guy who sticks to his promises. He’s 
actually doing what he said he was 
going to do and as Americans, re-
gardless of your personal beliefs, we 
should all applaud the effort.

Although it’s becoming more com-
plicated, complex and political, ag-
riculture isn’t what’s broken in this 
country. We as a group, continue to 
produce more food, fuel and fiber, 
and to feed and supply more people 
using less land and resources. Ameri-
can agriculture has long held a trade 
surplus among its competitors in 
other nations. Since 1960 the U.S. has 
consistently exported more food than 
it imports.  
American agriculture is trade-depen-
dent. We produce more than our do-
mestic markets can use. Our industry 
is also dependent on foreign labor. We 
need a guest worker program that fills 
the demand without the burden of too 
much federal red tape. These are the 
big issues we are watching and work-
ing to improve right now. But in order 
to develop strategies that effect posi-
tive changes in both of these areas, we 
must have a complete understanding. 
We can’t, gain trust, find workable 
solutions and in the end make a dif-
ference if we are unwilling to put our 
preconceived notions aside and listen 
to an opposing point of view.

ported is the repeal of the Bureau of 
Land Management’s Planning 2.0 
Rule. This rule was opposed by states 
and counties. The 2.0 rule made a pro-
found shift, devaluing local and state 
input and moving decision making to 
high-level BLM bureaucrats in Wash-
ington, D.C.  The new rule abandoned 
any notion that those closest to the 
ground should have influence in fed-
eral land management. Under CRA, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
voted to kill the federal rule. The U.S. 

Senate has agreed to take the BLM 
Planning 2.0 rule up and vote the 
same.
Idahoans support congressional re-
view of federal agencies. Just last 
November, Idahoans adopted a con-
stitutional amendment so that the leg-
islature may review an administrative 
rule to ensure it is consistent with the 
legislative intent of the statute that the 
rule was written to interpret and im-
plement.  The amendment safeguards 
the ability of the legislature – elected 

by the people – to review and reject 
agency rules created by unelected 
state officials. This protects Idahoans 
from unfair or over regulation. 
Farm Bureau supports Idaho’s Con-
gressional delegation in their review 
of federal agency rules. It is encour-
aged CRA be streamlined to allow 
Congress to have the same ability 
Idaho’s legislature has, the ability to 
review and ensure the laws are imple-
mented as intended.
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By John Thompson
Near record snowpack this winter has 
many Idahoans wondering how much wa-
ter can be captured and kept in the State for 
future use.
It’s a safe bet that reservoirs on the Snake 
River system will fill this spring and flood 
control releases will follow. Idaho is in its 
third year of a negotiated agreement that 
is on track to capture 250,000 acre-feet 
per year for aquifer recharge. However, 
to date recharge efforts are yet to eclipse 
the 100,000 acre-foot mark in a year, with 
2014-15 being the best year to date, reach-

ing 74,475 acre-feet of aquifer recharge.
Officials in the Idaho Department of Wa-
ter Resources say they are on track to meet 
the goals stated in the Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer Comprehensive Aquifer Manage-
ment Plan (CAMP) of 250,000 acre feet of 
recharge per year by 2024. But refilling a 
depleted aquifer is more difficult than it 
seems, according to Wesley Hipke, IDWR 
recharge program manager.
The recharge program is split into two 
parts. In the Upper Valley the recharge 
window is only open during flood control 
releases which normally fall between April 

and June. Below Minidoka Dam, IDWR 
has a water right that can be used for re-
charge from the end of October to the end 
of March.
However, there are difficulties associated 
with the canal systems used to convey the 
water to the recharge sites. If the canals are 
running at, or near capacity when ice-up 
occurs, they can drop the flow and run un-
der the ice cap. But sometimes ice caps can 
form at a lower than optimal level and that 
hampers recharge efforts because if water 
flows over the ice cap it can break up and 
damage or even breach a canal. 

Aquifer Recharge Expanding 
and On Track to Meet Goals

 Water flows into Milepost 31 Recharge Site off the Milner-Gooding Canal.   Photos courtesy of Idaho Department of Water Resources
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See AQUIFER RECHARGE page 10

Another problem is some canals have  sev-
eral small hydro-power plants that don’t 
operate during the winter. IDWR has had 
to find ways to bypass these small power 
plants to convey water to the recharge sites.

“We face a lot of complexities and dealing 
with Mother Nature in the winter time is 
one of them,” Hipke said. “We have 150 
days when our water is available below 
Minidoka Dam, that’s when our water is 
available for the longest time period so 

that’s where our initial focus has been. We 
are utilizing existing canals to save money 
and we have also worked to develop off-
canal recharge sites.”
At the end of 2013, construction on the 
Mile Post 31 recharge site was complet-
ed. The site is located 31 miles down the 
Milner-Gooding Canal from Milner Dam 
in Cassia County. The site is designed to 
recharge 200 to 250 cubic feet of water per 
second. A simple conversion from acre feet 
to cubic feet per second is one cubic foot 
per second equals two acre-feet per day (24 
hours). 
 The Mile Post 31 site has been expanded 
with a new head gate and check dam this 
last year and it is expected to recharge 400 
cubic feet per second once the ice is no 

The milepost 31 recharge Site off of the milner-Gooding canal. The top of the pool is frozen as water is still being recharged.

Recharge totals from the end of Oct to the end of March:
                                TOTAL
2014-2015            75,475 acre-feet 
(14,166 acre feet was recharged in the Upper Valley from mid-Feb to early Mar.)

2015-2016            66,898 acre-feet 
(no recharge water available in the Upper Valley)

2016-2017            40,106 acre-feet (Oct to Feb 2nd)  
Projecting a total of 81,600 acre-feet by the end of March (2017).
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AQUIFER RECHARGE
Continued from page 9

longer an issue in the canal. Other 
smaller recharge sites are located 
at Murtaugh Reservoir on the 
Twin Falls Canal, on the Northside 
Canal between Milner and Wilson 
Lake, and injection wells in the 
Southwest Irrigation District are 
expected to add 50 cubic feet per 
second after they complete work 
on a new pipeline, Hipke said.
Above American Falls Reservoir 
the priority is refiling the exist-
ing reservoirs, so recharge takes a 
back seat.
“Recharge in the Upper Valley is 
extremely unpredictable,” Hipke 
said. “If you analyze all the data 
from the 1980’s to present, water 
is only available about 50 percent 
of the time.”
During wet years there is all kinds 
of water available for recharge but 
IDWR can’t use the canal system 
to convey the water after the start 
of irrigation season on April 1. 
“If water becomes available af-
ter the start of irrigation season, 
around April 1 and there is already 
water in the canals that is consid-
ered incidental recharge and I 
can’t use that so we need off-canal 
sites,” Hipke said.
IDWR has developed enough off-
canal recharge capacity to add 430 
cubic feet per second during high 
spring flows and is working to find 
good areas to develop more off-
canal recharge sites, he added.
“When water is available we need 
to take as much advantage as we 
can,” Hipke said. “I want to have 
a diverse portfolio of sites to help 
spread the risk and the benefits. 
Our goal is to stabilize the whole 
aquifer.”

construction of the new headgates and check dam at the mile post 31 recharge Site last November. 
Water in the background is recharge that occurred while construction was going on. 
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Article and photos by John Thompson
A flood that shut down Interstate 86 at the 
Raft River Crossing on February 6 caused 
damage to homes, farm fields, stored feed, 
feedlots and much more.
The high water caused damage from the 
Interstate crossing upstream at least 20 
miles and the Interstate did not reopen un-
til Feb. 10. Raft River normally only flows 
during spring runoff. Officials with the 
Idaho Department of Transportation (IDT) 
said the last time water flowed over the top 
of the freeway was in 1984.
Damage was widespread up the Raft Riv-
er drainage to at least two miles south of 
Malta. Local farmers were critical of the 
transportation department’s lack of main-
tenance on the freeway bridge. They said 
it should have been cleaned out better prior 
to the high water.

ITD Public Information Specialist Nathan 
Jerke said space for heavy equipment to 
work is limited at the site and a wetland 
downstream from the freeway adds to the 
problem.
“Anytime we have a decent winter with 
good snowpack levels in the Raft River 
Basin we see some flooding upstream from 
the freeway crossing,” Jerke said. “But 
generally it ponds up and doesn’t create 
transportation problems. It’s rare that it 
ever over-tops the freeway.”
To remedy the problem, ITD officials are 
planning a multi-million dollar road proj-
ect that will raise the height of the freeway 
10 feet at the Raft River crossing and in-
crease the length of the two bridges to 100 
feet. The existing bridges are 40 feet long, 
Jerke said. The project is slated to begin in 
2019.

Several roads throughout the Magic Valley 
region continue to experience flooding and 
high water at press time for this magazine. 
Jerke said they are not yet sure whether 
Interstate 86 will need to be rebuilt this 
spring. He said when water runs over the 
top of roads it can wash away the fine sedi-
ments in the road base and cause the road 
to break up later.
“If there was only water over the road for 
a day we would have reopened the traf-
fic without much concern,” he said. “But 
where we are moving into three and four 
days of water running over the road we 
expect complete saturation under the road-
way and the moving water could be push-
ing the fine materials out of the cap rock. 
If that occurs the road will deteriorate 
quickly.”

Flood Shuts Down Interstate, Damages Farms, Homes
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See IMMIGRATION REFORM page 31

By Jake Putnam
Idaho agriculture leaders are calling 
for meaningful immigration reform 
in Congress. They’re concerned that 
President Trump’s immigration poli-
cies could hurt the state and overall 
U.S. economy. 
At a news conference February 21st 
at the Idaho Farm Bureau building in 
Boise, leaders said migrant workers 
account for hundreds of millions of 
dollars in the state economy. 
“Idaho’s economic vitality rides on 
the shoulders of the immigrant work 
force,” said Bob Naerebout, Executive 
Director of the Idaho Dairymen’s As-

sociation. 
More than 8,000 immigrants work in 
the dairy sector in Idaho, which makes 
up 33 percent of all agri-business in 
the state. Naerebout blasted the Trump 
administration plan to deport workers 
saying it would be a disastrous mis-
take, and would rack up more national 
debt.
“It costs between $11,000 and $22,000 
to deport a single illegal worker,” he 
said. “If there are 12 million illegals 
we’re looking at a $150 billion dollars 
to deport workers in this country. It’s 
fiscally irresponsible and yet it’s one of 
President Trump’s campaign promises 
that he’s hell-bent on delivering.”

The Idaho Dairymen’s Association 
contend that the immigrant workforce 
pays their bills and contributes to the 
economy.
“Immigrants in Idaho pay more than 
$460 million in taxes every year,” 
Naerebout said. “They have more 
than $1.5 billion in spending power 
and they’ve started 4,000 businesses 
in Idaho.” Including agriculture those 
businesses employ more than 14,000 
people and affect virtually every sec-
tor of Idaho’s economy.
Braden Jensen with Idaho Farm Bu-
reau said there is a sound economic 

Idaho Ag leaders Call for Immigration Reform

Left to right, Braden Jensen, Idaho Farm Bureau lobbyist, Bob Naerebout, executive director Idaho dairymen’s association, and pastor marc Schlegel-
preheim of the hyde park mennonite Fellowship, discuss immigration reform during a press conference in Boise in late February.   
Photo by Steve Ritter
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ag career opportunities 1 - 
ag career opportunities2 - In the course of obtaining a degree, ag students learn all about the 
different aspects of both the crops they grow and the industry they belong to.
Farm Bureau file photo

 

Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms? 

      

Transmission Type Power Lines on Your Land?  Lease to Us Today! 

 

 

Large Power Lines on Your Property? Lease Us Your Land! 

We Will Pay Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year 

20 to 40 Yr. Lease 
We Require Large Tracts of Land currently clear clean land (Over 150 Acres) w/ 3Phase Transmission Type Power Lines on the land for Our Solar Farms 

Land Cannot be in Flood Zone or Have Wetlands Issues – Owner Must Retain Mineral Rights both above and below surface or have Executive Rights 

No underground utilities including oil and gas lines within the proposed solar site 

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Years Up to $1,250 per Acre per Year) 

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101 
Email Us at            InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com 

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com 
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By Jake Putnam
15 year old Kaitlin Mirkin of Jerome 
won the Women’s Leadership Committee 
Speech Contest held in late February at the 
Idaho Statehouse.
“I grew up on dairy and do a lot of public 
speaking because of 4-H and FFA,” Mirkin 
said. “I know this labor issue and I’ve seen 
it firsthand. As far as delivery, I think it’s 
a matter of going out and doing the speech 
and doing it for different groups, family 
and friends.»
Mirkin’s speech captured the statehouse 
audience by addressing many aspects of 
Idaho agriculture and especially the eco-
nomic importance of the migrant work 
force. 

“The sugar beet, grain and potato indus-
tries employ an average of 22,000 Hispan-
ic farm workers. They work here in Idaho 
from mid-March through October making 
up 73-percent of the hired work force. We 
can’t afford to lose those workers,” said 
Mirkin.
She also stated in her speech that milk 
prices could double if we lost the Hispanic 
work force because of threatened deporta-
tion by the Trump Administration.
“I’m not paying upwards of $6 for a gal-
lon of milk.  I can’t afford it and I don’t 
think the people of Idaho can afford it. 
I don’t think we realize the importance of 
the migrant labor force and the impacts on 
Idaho agriculture across the board,” added 
Mirkin.

Mirkin won a $150 scholarship prize. She 
plans to put the money into her college 
fund. After the contest the competitors and 
families went on a special guided tour of 
the Idaho Statehouse.
The Idaho Farm Bureau recorded the 
speech and posted it on YouTube, it can be 
seen here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=buLQk7uXRpo 
Idaho Lieutenant Governor Brad Little at-
tended the speech contest and welcomed 
the six state finalists to the West Wing of 
the Senate. The Lt. Governor emphasized 
the importance of communication in ag-
riculture and setting goals and urged stu-
dents to not only farm, but to tell the world 
about Idaho’s farming operations.

Jerome Student Wins Women’s Leadership 
Committee Speech Contest

Kaitlin mirkin of Jerome recently won the Idaho Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership committee Speech contest.
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By Randy Brooks
Pruning trees in the yard and in the forest 
can yield many benefits - if done correctly. 
In a woodland or plantation, pruning helps 
maintain a central leader, repairs storm 
damage, or improves the chances of a clear 
bole to produce a higher grade of lumber 
that is free of knots. In your yard, pruning 
shade trees controls the tree’s size or shape, 
removes undesirable branches, or reduces a 
hazard posed by dying or broken branches. 
Poorly formed branches in the unpruned 
shade tree can get weaker each year. It is 
also necessary to prune trees along power 
lines in both rural and urban settings to 
prevent damage during storms. Whether in 
a forest setting or yard, start proper prun-
ing early in the life of a tree and continue 
when necessary as the tree grows.
Forest trees can be pruned at any time of 
the year, but the preferred time to remove 
live branches is during the dormant sea-
son. Start pruning crop trees when they 
are about 4-6 inches in diameter (at base 
of tree). From the seedling stage on, main-
tain one central leader on them to promote 
straight, strong trees. Do not prune the top 
of the tree and always try to maintain at 
least two-thirds of the total tree height in 
living branches. Excessive pruning of live 
side branches will reduce leaf area and 

slow growth rates. In higher quality forest 
trees grown primarily for lumber or veneer 
log production, a clear bole length of at 
least 17 feet is a desirable target. Pruning 
large branches on older trees is usually not 
recommended. Branches larger than three 
inches in diameter will generally not heal 
over fast enough to generate clear logs by 
harvest time. Prune only those trees with 
straight trunks that will be held for 20 
years or so. There is no need to prune ev-
ery tree. Select 150 to 200 of the best trees 
per acre and concentrate pruning and other 
cultural activities on those trees. The first 
pruning should go up 8 feet on the tree. 
During the second entry (years later when 
the tree is much taller), prune the trees up 
to about 18 feet.
When a live branch is removed by pruning, 
a wound is created on the trunk. The fol-
lowing recommended tips will minimize 
the damage and promote fast healing: 
Do not use flush cuts (Figure 1). A large 
callus will have to form to help seal the 
wound. Branches that have been pruned 
correctly will have callus material com-

pletely encircling the wound rather than in 
a horseshoe or semicircular pattern. 
Do not leave branch stubs. They will just 
have to decay and fall off. 
If removing dead branches, do not cut into 
the collar that has formed at the base of the 
dead branch. The collar is the raised ring 
of protective tissue circling the branch and 
acts as a barrier to further decay. 
Concentrate pruning on the smaller limbs 
to promote faster healing. Cut larger 
branches using a three-step method so the 
branch’s weight will not cause the branch 
to break and tear the bark below the limb 
(Figure 2). Relieve the major weight of the 
branch by using two cuts and then cut at an 
angle near the branch bark ridge. 
Do not top trees. Even if upper branches 
are damaged in a storm, make repairs by 
cutting the branch at about a 45-degree 
angle or along the branch bark ridge. Re-
move broken tops and branches as soon as 
possible after injury. 
Wound dressings have not been proven to 
increase the rate of wound healing, so use 

The Benefits of 
Pruning Forest Trees 

Figure 1. Targeting the cut. The red dashed line shows where to make a proper cut.
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uI Forestry 1 
uI forestry 2 - 
uI Forestry 3 – 

them only for cosmetic reasons. 
Use the proper tools for pruning. Use chain 
saws only to remove the larger portion 

of storm damaged limbs; otherwise use 
smaller pruning tools that are more eas-
ily controlled. Keep pruning tools clean 
and sharp. Diseases can be spread by tools 
from tree to tree after you cut an infected 
plant. To sterilize pruning tools, clean them 
in a mixture of one part household bleach 
to 10 parts water. If branches are too high 
to reach, use a pole saw or ladder. 
Proper tools for pruning include various 
types of shears or clippers and different 
types of hand saws. Maintain sharp cutting 
surfaces on the pruning tools. Avoid using 
chain saws for pruning as excessive dam-
age and improper cuts are likely to occur. 
Chain saws should only be used to remove 
the major portion of large, storm-damaged 
limbs. If branches are small, only a clipper 
or hand saw will be needed for pruning. 
To remove branches more than 6 or 8 feet 
above the ground, a pole saw or ladder will 
be required. 
Pruning wounds on the trunk of a healthy 
tree will heal quickly if the proper cuts are 
made on small branches. Evidence of a 

proper pruning cut will be signaled by the 
healing process where callus material will 
completely encircle the pruning wound. 
Trees cannot regenerate or repair dam-
aged tissue. A wound is simply walled-off 
or compartmentalized by the tree. Good 
pruning techniques and careful handling 
will promote the tree’s ability to accom-
plish this compartmentalization of wounds. 
Forest trees naturally self-prune or lose 
branches over time. Branches that are 
heavily shaped will die and finally break 
off. This process can be accelerated by 
artificial pruning, and clear, high quality 
main trunks can be produced much earlier. 
Be sure to document when your trees were 
pruned. Trees with clear wood (no knots) 
will be more valuable when it comes time 
to harvest. Documentation also allows you 
to write the activity off on your income 
taxes, but that is a subject for another time.
Randy Brooks is a University of Idaho 
Extension Forestry Specialist based on 
campus in Moscow. He can be reached at: 
rbrooks@uidaho.edu

Figure 2. If the branch is too large to support, 
make a three-step pruning cut to prevent bark 
ripping.
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By Jake Putnam
The Idaho Farm Bureau Women’s Leader-
ship Committee met at Boise’s Ronald Mc-
Donald House February 21st with gifts and 
a big laminated check.
They made a donation on behalf of the 
Women’s Leadership Committee, dona-
tions that came from 36 county Farm Bu-
reau’s across the state.
“We do this every year, this is a donation 
close to our hearts,” said Women’s Chair, 
Judy Woody of Twin Falls. 
The mission of the Ronald McDonald 
House is to provide a “home away from 
home” for families of sick and injured chil-
dren receiving medical treatment at Saint 
Luke’s Medical Center in Boise. Executive 
Director Mindy Plumlee says 539 families 
spent time at the facility this past year and 
they’re booked just about every week.

“This money will be used in comfort and 
care of the families staying in this house 
and we thank you,” said Plumlee. “That’s 
why we welcome the Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s committee donation and their gracious 
gift of food and household items. It means 
so much to families staying here.”
Chairman Woody explained that the dona-
tions came from all over the state. “This 
check is a little more than a thousand dol-
lars, the money comes from farm fami-
lies that care very much about the Ronald 
McDonald house and all you do here,” she 
said.
The Ronald McDonald House, located on 
Main St. near St. Luke’s Hospital, started 
in 1988 and provides affordable alternative 
housing for out-of-town families with chil-
dren who require medical treatment.
“We’re not just helping the struggling fam-

ilies but we’re on a mission, we want the 
people of Idaho to know that we have the 
best, most plentiful and cheapest food sup-
ply in the world. We’re sharing that good 
fortune with those who need it, and they 
need it now,” said Woody.
Plumlee noted that the Ronald McDonald 
House and the IFBF Women’s Leadership 
Committee have a 20-year relationship. 
It’s a bond that continues to grow.  “We’ll 
spend it all on food, and things needed to 
sustain the families during their stay here,” 
she said.
The McDonald House is a landmark in 
Boise. It was built in the early 1900s then 
purchased by the late J.R. Simplot for the 
Ronald McDonald Foundation. Families 
are charged a minimal rate and the balance 
is paid with public and private donations to 
the house. Families unable to pay are never 
turned away.

Leadership Committee Donates to 
Ronald McDonald House

The Idaho Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership committee recently made their annual visit to the ronald mcdonald house in Boise. They brought 
groceries and a cash donation from county Farm Bureaus around the state.   Photo by Steve Ritter
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For more information about the banquet, or to 
make an auction donation, please visit 

www.idffafoundation.org and click on the Friends 
of Idaho FFA Banquet tab, or contact  

Laura Wilder at lwilder@idffafoundation.org. 

                                 Everyone is Invited!Everyone is Invited!Everyone is Invited!   
   

2nd Annual Friends of Idaho FFA Banquet2nd Annual Friends of Idaho FFA Banquet2nd Annual Friends of Idaho FFA Banquet   
   

Celebrating 86 Years of Blue JacketsCelebrating 86 Years of Blue JacketsCelebrating 86 Years of Blue Jackets   
 

 In conjunction with the 86th annual  
Idaho State FFA Leadership Conference in Twin Falls 

 

Please join us for a special evening of  
celebration—honoring Idaho FFA’s rich heritage  

and planning for future success and growth 
 

Thursday, April 6, 2017—Canyon Crest Event Center 
 

330 Canyon Crest Drive, Twin Falls, Idaho 
 

 4:30 pm—5:30 pm Social Hour and Silent Auction 
 5:30 pm—7:00 pm Dinner, Program and Live Auction 
            Buffet Dinner featuring Idaho Preferred® Menu 

 

Hosted by Idaho FFA Foundation 
 

Individual Tickets—$25.00 
 

Table Sponsorships—$300  (Includes 8 Tickets and Signage) 
 
 

Purchase Tickets and Table Sponsorships by March 25, 2017 
 

  at www.idffafoundation.org/friends-of-idaho-ffa-banquet.html 

FFA—Growing Leaders, Building Communities and Strengthening Agriculture! 

Thank you 2017 Presenting Sponsor:  
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Focus on Agriculture
4 Types of Millennials Shape the Future of Agriculture Advocacy

 Idaho Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers and Ranchers held their annual Leadership Conference in Fort Hall in mid-January. One of their 
activities was a tour of Greg Andersen’s Seagull Bay Dairy.

By Shiloh Perry 
The millennial generation is talked 
about for being a unique generation, 
with needs, wants and desires that are 
very different from any other. Looked 
down on by some and praised by oth-
ers, millennials are now the largest 

generation, according to the Pew Re-
search Center. The center’s analysis of 
U.S. Census Bureau data shows that 
millennials, young adults ages 18-34, 
exceeded the number of baby boomers 
in 2015. My generation is also the larg-
est generation in the workforce today.

Like it or not, the world has to adjust 
to millennials, a generation that is con-
fident and collaborative, according to 
academics. Fortunately, the world is 
adjusting to us, just as we are adjusting 
to it. Business industries, including ag-
riculture, are adapting to our futuristic 
way of thinking. Different industries 
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LOW INTEREST LOANS 
FOR IDAHO SOIL & WATER 

CONSERVATION
• Sprinkler Irrigation
• No-Till Drills  
• Fences 
•  Livestock Feeding 

Operations
•  Solar Stock Water 

Pump Systems

  Livestock Feeding 

  Solar Stock Water 2.5%-3.25%
Terms 7-15 Years
Up to $200,000

swc.idaho.gov   |   208-332-1790

are adapting to us in various 
ways, with professionals in 
most industries probably in 
agreement that it is impor-
tant to engage millennials in 
their advocacy efforts.
American agriculture works 
hard at advocating. Farmers 
and ranchers strive to con-
nect with younger genera-
tions and teach them about 
agriculture. However, suc-
cessfully telling agricul-
ture’s story today must in-
clude understanding some 
of the influences behind 
millennial involvement in 
agriculture advocacy.
In college, I had the oppor-
tunity to research why mil-
lennials become involved 
in agriculture advocacy ef-
forts. From talking to other 
student leaders who attend-
ed the National Agriculture 
Advocacy Conference at 
Texas A&M University, I 
found there are four types of 
millennials engaged in agri-
culture advocacy.
Defined by their background 
influences, motivation and 
specific outlooks of agri-
culture advocacy, the four 
types of millennial agricul-
ture advocates are:
The Perpetual Advocate 

The perpetual advocate is 
motivated by his or her past 
involvement and experienc-
es. They have been involved 
in some type of agriculture 
advocacy activities before. 
They have also often had 
some experience in agricul-
ture-related youth organiza-
tions like 4-H or FFA. The 
perpetual advocate likes to 
be busy and tends to stay in-
volved in agriculture advo-
cacy efforts for long periods 

of time.
The Family Man or Wom-
an

The family man or woman 
advocate is motivated by a 
family connection to agri-
culture advocacy. At a very 
early age, their families 
taught them about the im-
portance of agriculture and 
agriculture advocacy. The 
family man or woman ad-
vocate is involved to meet 
new people and for the other 
social aspects of advocacy 
efforts.
The Visionary 

The visionary advocate is 
always thinking about the 
future and how he or she can 
create change for the better. 
They are motivated by their 
need to be a part of some-
thing greater, something 
that matters or that is pro-
ductive. The visionary ad-
vocate is involved because 
he or she wants to figure out 
how weaknesses associated 
with the industry’s advoca-
cy efforts can be turned into 
strengths. While they have a 
very futuristic way of think-
ing, they see the importance 
of looking at both sides of an 
issue to make sound judg-
ments about it.
The Traditionalist

The traditionalist advocate 
is motivated by the tradition 
he or she associates with 
agriculture advocacy. Their 
passion for agriculture is 
often influenced by the fam-
ily tradition of farming or 
ranching. The traditionalist 
advocate thinks that agricul-
ture advocacy should focus 
on the tradition of agricul-
ture, the facts of agriculture 
production and all sectors. 

Their continued involve-
ment in agriculture advoca-
cy stems from their desire to 
help educate the public. 
Most of the student leaders I 
talked to had an agriculture 
background, were very close 
to their families and wanted 
to make connections, both 
personally and profession-
ally. While my findings do 
not explain why every mil-
lennial is involved in agri-
culture advocacy, they pro-
vide valuable insights about 
why certain millennials with 

a connection to agriculture 
are involved in the indus-
try’s advocacy efforts.
My generation is already 
extensively involved in agri-
culture advocacy. A greater 
understanding of millen-
nial involvement can only 
strengthen these efforts. It 
is time to do more to engage 
today’s largest generation 
in agriculture advocacy ef-
forts. Millennials telling ag-
riculture’s story help share 
its importance not only now, 
but for generations to come.

Like it or not, the world has to adjust to 
millennials, a generation that is confi-
dent and collaborative, fortunately, the 
world is adjusting to us, just as we are 
adjusting to it.
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Grain marketing with Clark Johnston 

clark Johnston

Oversupplied Grain 
Market Encourages 

Diversification
Recently we have seen the local demand 
for soft white reduced as flour mills have 
contracted their needs into the late spring 
and early summer time frame. One large 
buyer pulled their bid completely. As you 
know when this happens the basis for your 
grain weakens as the demand moves low-
er. Now we are asked. Can they do that? 
The answer is a definite yes. 
Remember a flour mill will only need to 
contract the wheat that is needed to pro-
duce their demand for flour. The mill that 
pulled its bid will be back in the market 
leaving us trying to answer the ques-
tions. How many bushels will they need 
to contract before new crop and how fast 
will they be able to accomplish this before 
they once again leave the market. This re-
ally isn’t new to us as we experience this 
almost every year as we move into the 
spring.
As usual we are continually asked about 
the direction of the grain markets and this 
winter hasn’t been different then in the 
past. You will need to gather information 
as you assemble your marketing plan for 
this upcoming crop year. This isn’t neces-
sarily an easy task when we see our area 
of profit or breakeven still higher than the 
current market prices. 
The futures are still trading at a decent 
carry charge into the summer and winter 
months. We have talked about this in the 
past and the same conditions are still pres-
ent today. When we see the large carry 
into the deferred months your opportunity 
to contract your grain at breakeven or a 
profit is to use the carry charge and sell 

into the deferred months.
Currently the carry between the Chicago 
July and December futures is 33 cents. 
This will pay you over 6 cents per month 
storage for your wheat from July into the 
end of November. Remember the basis for 
soft white historically will strengthen be-
tween July and Thanksgiving, giving you 
the opportunity to final price your wheat 
higher than you could at harvest.
The December futures are currently trad-
ing near $5 per bushel. Using a basis level 
of 70 under the December futures for the 
month of November we see your final price 
could still be $4.30 per bushel in southeast 
Idaho. In order to lock the futures in at 
this level you will need an elevator willing 
to offer a Hedge to Arrive contract or have 
your own futures trading account. As we 
have talked about in the past neither one 
of these options is the perfect solution in 
your marketing program. They both have 
their benefits as well as their tradeoffs.
We are also seeing producers looking at 
alternative crops to plant this spring. As in 
most cases the profitability of these differ-
ent crops is good as long as we don’t over 
produce. Some are more labor intense 
than others but, they do have potential as 
long as the acreage is small enough for 
you to manage. 
In a recent meeting with a large grain 
company they reported that the State of 
Idaho had good growing conditions for 
many crops. The different elevations, soil 
types and availability of water gave you 
opportunities that other areas in the coun-
try may not have. Not all commodities 

will work everywhere but, most will work 
somewhere.
One market that has been around for a 
long time but just recently has expanded 
in our area is the organic grain market. 
One of the large flour mills in Ogden has 
recently received their organic certifica-
tion and has indicated they will be produc-
ing organic products this coming market-
ing year. The organic industry continues 
in grow as consumers want to use organic 
products other than just flour and for now 
are willing to pay for those products.
When looking at alternative commodities 
to raise it is almost like which came first, 
the chicken or the egg? Will companies 
move into the area hoping for the produc-
tion or will the production come before 
the companies move into the area. Either 
way it usually will take time and patience 
for the market to develop.
For now it does look as though producers 
will need to be more diversified than they 
possibly were in the past few years. 
Clark Johnston is a grain marketing spe-
cialist who is on contract with the Idaho 
Farm Bureau. He is the owner of JC 
Management Company in Northern Utah.     
He can be reached at clark@jcmanage-
ment.net
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By Jake Putnam
Cold weather and heavy snowpack across 
the southern part of the state has forced big 
game animals to Idaho’s low elevations for 
food. 
Idaho Fish and Game expects to spend 
$650,000 to feed big-game animals this 
winter, that’s double the largest feeding 
budget on record.
“Obviously winter feeding is a big deal for 
us this winter,” said Ed Schriever of the 
Idaho Fish and Game Department. “This 

emergency operation is occupying most of 
our field staff time across the southern tier 
of the state. We’re experiencing a winter 
we haven’t had in 20 years.”
The previous record was $387,000 in 2008. 
But Fish and Game says it’s difficult to 
make yearly comparisons because records 
aren’t available before 2003. The Fish and 
Game department had budgeted $229,000 
for this year. The Department says they 
started emergency feeding operations 
at more than 100 sites across the state in 
January.

“Valley snowpack is the most extraordi-
nary part of the equation,” said Schriever. 
“While high elevation snowpack is expect-
ed, deer and elk don’t winter at high eleva-
tions. They winter in the valley bottoms. 
So we’ve declared emergencies in four re-
gions across the lower tier of the state and 
feeding operations will remain are in full 
swing until some of this snow melts.”
The Department started feeding operations 
in January in the Southwest, the Southeast, 
the Magic Valley, and the Upper Snake re-
gions.

Harsh Weather Forces 
Emergency Wildlife Feeding

Elk, deer and many other animals are having a difficult time surviving harsh winter conditions across southern Idaho.
Farm Bureau file photo
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The Fish and Game Feeding Advisory 
Committee has monitored all these regions 
starting with the first heavy snowfall. 
They’ve kept track of temperatures and 
herd health to help decide feeding strate-
gies.
Elk winter better than deer, but they also 
gather in large herds that can gravitate to-
ward haystacks and that’s a costly problem 
for ranchers, farmers and landowners, ac-
cording to Fish and Game.
“We knew if we didn’t feed, the herds 
would end up in places where they’d be in 
trouble, causing depredations that would 
have been disastrous,” Schriever said.
Managers say while it’s a challenging win-
ter, most big game animals came into the 
season in good condition and most should 
survive. But there’s still a mortality rate 
despite weather conditions.
Fish and Game officials are also dealing 
with the aftermath of summer wildfires, 
especially in eastern Idaho where the de-
partment is feeding nearly 4,000 elk. The 
Tex Creek Wildlife Management Area, 

owned by Fish and Game, suffered a mas-
sive wildfire last summer which depleted 
winter range for elk and deer. That feed-
ing operation is intended not only to help 
animals through the winter, but also keep 
them off farms, feedlots and highways, of-
ficials stated.
“The reality is we are only reaching a small 
percentage of the population and hopefully 
that does them some good,” says Jon Ra-
chael, Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
wildlife manager. “We’re not trying to help 
them put on weight. We are just trying to 
get them to the melt off.”
Stepped-up feeding operations are still go-
ing on in the Weiser area where they’ve 
had deep snowpack since December. Elk 
are hitting haystacks hard and have become 
a nuisance. Over in Boise County, wildlife 
managers are feeding in the Garden Valley 
area to help keep the wintering animals off 
state highways and away from homes.
Fish and Game also has elk feeding sites 
outside of Ketchum. Operations there are 
designed to keep the herds out of the sub-

divisions. They also set up fencing opera-
tions around haystacks across the Valley.
“We try our best to manage wildlife popu-
lations at a level that can be supported by 
natural habitat without the need for supple-
mental feeding under normal conditions,” 
Rachael said. “But under severe conditions 
when natural forage is unavailable because 
of snow depths, or impacts from wildfire, 
and it appears significant portions of a herd 
may succumb, we provide some extra help 
to prevent large losses.”
North Idaho wildlife managers say they’re 
seeing normal winter conditions and don’t 
expect to start winter feeding. Big game 
animals in the region graze large areas and 
they say there’s no need for feeding.
Deep snow and single-digit temperatures 
are challenging to wildlife, Idaho Fish and 
Game says that people can help wildlife 
survive by leaving them alone. Animals 
have a limited amount of fat reserves, and 
when they’re gone, animals are more sus-
ceptible to disease, predation and starva-
tion.



Idaho Farm Bureau producer / march 201730

Georgianna cordova, right, recently received a check for $500 on behalf of michael cordova, from Farm Bureau agent rhett price. Farm Bureau mutual 
Insurance of Idaho sponsors a quarterly customer referral program for members who refer friends and relatives. The names of those who provide the 
necessary information to provide a quote are put into a drawing. For more information contact an agent.
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STORM
Continued from page 5

Basil Tupyi of Holladay Engineering 
says there are materials that can cannot 
go into county landfills. “They can’t 
take things like explosives, pesticides, 
and fertilizers,” he said. “They are go-
ing to have to go into those downed 
buildings after that stuff and pull it out 
of the wreckage. The health and safety 
threats are too great.” 
The Idaho cull onion rule presents se-
rious problems to storage and packing 
shed owners. They’ve lost millions 
upon millions of pounds of onions 
when the buildings started collapsing 
and with the spring thaw, they’ll rot.
“The rule states that cull onions or 
unused onions must be plowed under 
by the 15th of March to prevent the in-
troduction or spread of the onion mag-
got,” said Dr. Bill Barton of the Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture. “Our 
rule does specify that it’s plowed un-
der, but I do think under these circum-
stances there could be exceptions al-
lowed under that rule.”
The Idaho Office of Emergency Man-
agement is on the ground in the strick-
en four-county area while disaster 
deadlines are looming in the counties. 

“These issues need resolved as quickly 
as human possible because we have so 
many issues going on and the clock is 
ticking,” said Dale Nalder of Emer-
gency Management. “We’ve got mil-
lions of pounds of onions to destroy 
and dispose of all of which needs envi-
ronmental review. I get all of that. But 
we need these issues resolved so these 
people can get back on their feet.”
On February 15th Director Celia 
Gould of the Idaho Department of Ag-
riculture extended the cull onion rule 
until April 15th.
“Agricultural operators across the 
state have been hit particularly hard by 
this winter’s devastating storms. This 
temporary rule is meant to give the on-
ion community some flexibility in the 
timing of the massive disposal they 
will have to undertake this year. Many 
facilities have reported total losses and 
they need extra time,” said Gould.
The Department of Environmental 
Quality also revised guidelines telling 
property owners that they can sort and 
store household and nonhazardous de-
bris on their property. The four coun-
ties are also in the process of setting up 

temporary, secure staging areas where 
waste can be sorted and eventually 
disposed.
“The last thing the agency wants to be 
is another problem for the residents of 
Payette, Washington, Gem and Can-
yon Counties to deal with,” said Na-
lder.
Nalder and his staff remain on the 
ground in the stricken counties, help-
ing overwhelmed counties manage all 
the storm damage while keeping an 
eye on flooding and any other prob-
lems that may arise.
Adding to the collapsing buildings, 
rotting onions and toxic debris, the 
Weiser River continues to run at or 
near flood stage at 12 feet.  A sudden 
change in temperature could spark an-
other disaster - flooding. 
On February 10th Idaho Governor 
Butch Otter added Ada and Boundary 
counties to the growing list of coun-
ties in official states of emergency. So 
far, seven Idaho counties are now on 
the state disaster list, including Ada, 
Boundary, Canyon, Custer, Elmore, 
Payette and Washington counties.

solution: A year-round guest work visa 
program for workers.
“Operations like dairies require year-
round labor and do not qualify for sea-
sonal guest worker programs,” Jensen 
said. “By offering year-round visas to 
immigrant workers, they could better 
fill the employment vacancies and it 
makes economic sense.”
Idaho agriculture depends heavily on 
jobs no one else wants to do, according 
to farm labor experts.
“Many people’s jobs stand on the 

shoulders of foreign-born labor,” 
Naerebout said. “We should be build-
ing these people up. We should be 
looking at how we can help them in 
this country and how we move this 
country forward.”
Pastor Marc Schlegel-Preheim of the 
Hyde Park Mennonite Fellowship got 
involved because this single issue goes 
beyond political ideology.
“Millions of people are painfully 
caught in our broken immigration sys-
tem,” he said. “We have families that 
are pulled apart, some with different 

immigration status within the fam-
ily. We encourage strong families as 
a nation. This immigration system is 
breaking up families and fear contin-
ues to grow. Congress needs to address 
immigration reform now.”
All the leaders addressed concerns 
about immigrants diverting health-
care benefits from U.S. citizens. They 
say that nationwide immigrants have 
paid more than $2 billion more into 
Medicare than they’ve drawn.

IMMIGRATION REFORM
Continued from page 14
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Life on the range 1 –
Life on the range 2 – 

John Newton, Ph.D. jnewton@fb.org 
Now that 2016/17 marketing year crop sizes for corn and soybeans 
are known, many in the trade are now turning their attention to the 
pace of consumption. The February 9 USDA World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) projected total corn 
consumption at a record 14.62 billion bushels, up 7 percent from 
last year. Soybean consumption was projected at a record 4.108 
billion bushels, up 4 percent from last year. Data driving these 
consumption totals include ethanol production, soybean crush, 
grain and oilseed exports, and feed and residual use.
In order to update old-crop price expectations for the remainder 
of the marketing year the markets will follow weekly and monthly 
consumption data for signs that the pace of consumption is accel-
erating or that it may fall short of the WASDE projections. Exports 
and ethanol production data are updated weekly, crushing infor-
mation is updated monthly, and expectations on feed and residual 
use can be updated quarterly with the grain stocks reports. 
A more rapid pace of consumption would imply that ending stocks 
for new crop corn and soybeans could ultimately be lower and 
would provide a bullish undertone for prices in advance of the 
2017/18 planting season and during this key crop insurance spring 
price discovery period. Slower consumption levels would have the 
opposite effect – holding all else constant.
Current price expectations are for new crop corn prices to fall 21¢, 
approximately 9 percent to $3.40 per bushel. If realized this corn 
price would be the lowest since the 2006/07 crop year. New crop 
soybean prices are expected to climb 45¢ from prior year levels to 
$9.40 per bushel. 
Exports

The most recent WASDE projected 2016/17 corn exports at 2.225 
billion bushels, 17 percent higher than the 2015/16 marketing year. 
USDA’s February 16 Foreign Agricultural Service’s Export Sales 
Report (FAS) indicated 868 million bushels of accumulated ex-
ports and 784 million bushels of outstanding corn export sales. 
The combined total is 1.652 billion bushels and is 63 percent high-
er than last year’s export commitments at this point in the market-
ing year, Figure 1. The strong year-over-year performance of corn 
exports relative to the WASDE projection for 17 percent growth is 
lead some in the trade to speculate that the corn export total could 
ultimately be revised higher. However, when examining the ex-
port pace, total commitments represent 74 percent of the WASDE 
projection and are in line with the historical average exported at 

this point in the marketing year (excluding 2015/16). 
With respect to soybeans, WASDE projected 2016/17 exports at 
2.05 billion bushels, up 6 percent from the 2015/16 total. The most 
recent FAS export data shows 1.526 billion bushels of accumu-
lated exports and 375 million bushels outstanding. The combined 
total of soybean export commitments is 1.901 billion bushels, 24 
percent above prior year levels. There remains speculation in the 
trade that the soybean export value could be revised higher later in 
the year if this year-over-year growth rates persists.  At this point 
in the marketing year, however, export commitments represent 93 
percent of the WASDE export total and is only slightly below the 
historical average.  

Ethanol

Ethanol production is currently forecast at 5.35 billion bushels, 
up 3 percent from the previous marketing year. USDA’s Febru-
ary 1 Grain Crushing and Co-Product Production report indicated 
1.819 billion bushels of corn had been consumed for fuel alco-
hol production during the first four months of the marketing year 
(September to December). This total is 4 percent above last year’s 
pace and running one percentage point above the current WASDE 
estimate. Similarly, the Energy Information Administration’s Feb-
ruary 16 (EIA) Weekly Ethanol Plant Production report showed 
year-to-date ethanol production (through February 3) of 24.5 mil-
lion barrels for the 2016/17 marketing year – 5 percent above last 
year’s level, Figure 2. However, the EIA total includes other prod-
ucts used for fuel ethanol production such as sorghum.
USDA recognized that the pace of ethanol production was run

1 
 

February 2017 – Crop Market Update  
Public Policy Department  

Budget & Economic Analysis Team 
 
Record Crop Consumption Could Move Even Higher 
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Now that 2016/17 marketing year crop sizes for corn and soybeans are known, many in 
the trade are now turning their attention to the pace of consumption. The February 9 
USDA World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) projected total corn 
consumption at a record 14.62 billion bushels, up 7 percent from last year. Soybean 
consumption was projected at a record 4.108 billion bushels, up 4 percent from last 
year. Data driving these consumption totals include ethanol production, soybean crush, 
grain and oilseed exports, and feed and residual use.  
 
In order to update old-crop price expectations for the remainder of the marketing year 
the markets will follow weekly and monthly consumption data for signs that the pace of 
consumption is accelerating or that it may fall short of the WASDE projections. Exports 
and ethanol production data are updated weekly, crushing information is updated 
monthly, and expectations on feed and residual use can be updated quarterly with the 
grain stocks reports.  
 
A more rapid pace of consumption would imply that ending stocks for new crop corn 
and soybeans could ultimately be lower and would provide a bullish undertone for prices 
in advance of the 2017/18 planting season and during this key crop insurance spring 
price discovery period. Slower consumption levels would have the opposite effect – 
holding all else constant.  
 
Current price expectations are for new crop corn prices to fall 21¢, approximately 9 
percent to $3.40 per bushel. If realized this corn price would be the lowest since the 
2006/07 crop year. New crop soybean prices are expected to climb 45¢ from prior year 
levels to $9.40 per bushel.  
 
Exports 
The most recent WASDE projected 2016/17 corn exports at 2.225 billion bushels, 17 
percent higher than the 2015/16 marketing year. USDA’s February 16 Foreign 
Agricultural Service's Export Sales Report (FAS) indicated 868 million bushels of 
accumulated exports and 784 million bushels of outstanding corn export sales. The 
combined total is 1.652 billion bushels and is 63 percent higher than last year’s export 
commitments at this point in the marketing year, Figure 1. The strong year-over-year 
performance of corn exports relative to the WASDE projection for 17 percent growth is 
lead some in the trade to speculate that the corn export total could ultimately be revised 
higher. However, when examining the export pace, total commitments represent 74 
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percent of the WASDE projection and are in line with the historical average exported at 
this point in the marketing year (excluding 2015/16).  
 
With respect to soybeans, WASDE projected 2016/17 exports at 2.05 billion bushels, up 
6 percent from the 2015/16 total. The most recent FAS export data shows 1.526 billion 
bushels of accumulated exports and 375 million bushels outstanding. The combined 
total of soybean export commitments is 1.901 billion bushels, 24 percent above prior 
year levels. There remains speculation in the trade that the soybean export value could 
be revised higher later in the year if this year-over-year growth rates persists.  At this 
point in the marketing year, however, export commitments represent 93 percent of the 
WASDE export total and is only slightly below the historical average.   
 

 
 
Ethanol 
Ethanol production is currently forecast at 5.35 billion bushels, up 3 percent from the 
previous marketing year. USDA’s February 1 Grain Crushing and Co-Product 
Production report indicated 1.819 billion bushels of corn had been consumed for fuel 
alcohol production during the first four months of the marketing year (September to 
December). This total is 4 percent above last year’s pace and running one percentage 
point above the current WASDE estimate. Similarly, the Energy Information 
Administration’s February 16 (EIA) Weekly Ethanol Plant Production report showed 
year-to-date ethanol production (through February 3) of 24.5 million barrels for the 
2016/17 marketing year – 5 percent above last year’s level, Figure 2. However, the EIA 
total includes other products used for fuel ethanol production such as sorghum.  
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ning above prior year levels and revised their February WASDE 
estimate up 25 million bushels from January. If corn consumed 
for fuel ethanol production continues at the current 4 percent 
year-over-year gains it is not unreasonable to expect additional in-
creases in projected ethanol use by the end of the marketing year.

Soybean Crush

Crushings are projected at 1.93 billion bushels, up 2 percent from 
the previous marketing year. USDA’s February 1 Oilseed Crush-
ings, Production, Consumption and Stocks report indicated 654 
million bushels of soybeans had been crushed during the first 
four months of the marketing year, 3 percent above last year’s 
pace. For the remainder of the marketing year crushings need to 
total 1.275 billion bushels to reach the WASDE goal. Relative to 
2015/16 levels, crushings for the rest of the marketing year need 
to average 2.2 percent higher year-over-year to reach the WASDE 
target. Given this information, the pace of crushings supports to-
tals at or slightly above USDA’s current projection. 
Feed and Residual Use of Corn

Current projections are for 5.6 billion bushels of feed and residual 
use of corn, up 9 percent from prior year levels. While there is no 
way to directly measure how much corn is fed to livestock, anec-
dotally feed and residual use is generally higher in big crop years 

and smaller in low crop years. Higher feed and residual use is also 
supported by expectations for additional animal production and 
higher inventory levels of beef cattle and hogs, Figure 3. 
The current challenge to meeting the WASDE projection is the 
relative value of wheat in the feeding ration. In parts of the U.S. 
cash wheat prices are well below those of corn resulting in wheat-
to-corn price ratios below 0.90 in Texas, Colorado, and Nebraska. 
Ratios at these levels may make wheat a more attractive feed input 
than corn for some livestock producers. USDA currently forecasts 
feed and residual use of wheat to grow by nearly 50 percent from 
prior year levels to 225 million bushels.
Implications

Consumption of corn and soybeans has been above last year’s 
pace in all categories and is projected to be record high during the 
2016/17 marketing year. The rate of consumption across all cat-
egories supports USDA current projections, but future revisions 
to consumption are possible if current growth rates endure for the 
remainder of the marketing year.
While the pace of consumption has been above prior year levels 
there remain headwinds. The strength of the U.S. dollar makes 
our products more expensive in export markets, and as identified 
in AFBF’s January 2017 Crop Market Update, Chinese retalia-
tory tariffs on ethanol and distillers dried grains could ultimately 
pose a challenge to expanding corn consumption in the immedi-
ate future.  
Additionally, even with record consumption, ending stocks of 
corn are at 30-year highs and ending stocks of soybeans are at 
the highest level in the last decade at 2.32 billion and 420 million 
bushels respectively. These headwinds will cap any upside price 
potential until more information on the South American crop size 
and planting intentions are known here in the U.S. 
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USDA recognized that the pace of ethanol production was running above prior year 
levels and revised their February WASDE estimate up 25 million bushels from January. 
If corn consumed for fuel ethanol production continues at the current 4 percent year-
over-year gains it is not unreasonable to expect additional increases in projected 
ethanol use by the end of the marketing year.  
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percent from prior year levels. While there is no way to directly measure how much corn 
is fed to livestock, anecdotally feed and residual use is generally higher in big crop 
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and hogs, Figure 3.  
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resulting in wheat-to-corn price ratios below 0.90 in Texas, Colorado, and Nebraska. 
Ratios at these levels may make wheat a more attractive feed input than corn for some 
livestock producers. USDA currently forecasts feed and residual use of wheat to grow 
by nearly 50 percent from prior year levels to 225 million bushels. 
 

 
 
Implications 
Consumption of corn and soybeans has been above last year’s pace in all categories 
and is projected to be record high during the 2016/17 marketing year. The rate of 
consumption across all categories supports USDA current projections, but future 
revisions to consumption are possible if current growth rates endure for the remainder 
of the marketing year.  
 
While the pace of consumption has been above prior year levels there remain 
headwinds. The strength of the U.S. dollar makes our products more expensive in 
export markets, and as identified in AFBF’s January 2017 Crop Market Update, Chinese 
retaliatory tariffs on ethanol and distillers dried grains could ultimately pose a challenge 
to expanding corn consumption in the immediate future.   
 
Additionally, even with record consumption, ending stocks of corn are at 30-year highs 
and ending stocks of soybeans are at the highest level in the last decade at 2.32 billion 
and 420 million bushels respectively. These headwinds will cap any upside price 
potential until more information on the South American crop size and planting intentions 
are known here in the U.S.  
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1LIMRA Life Insurance Consumer Studies, Facts About Life 2016. Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.  
*Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services LI169 (2-17)

www.fbfs.com

Are you one of the 30 million Americans who doesn’t have life insurance?1  
We can help. Contact your Farm Bureau agent today.

You bought insurance for your phone.  
What about your life?
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The House on Tuesday approved a Farm 
Bureau-supported resolution (H.J. Res. 44) 
to stop an Obama administration rule that 
would weaken the influence of local and 
regional officials on Bureau of Land Man-
agement decisions.
Dubbed “Planning 2.0,” the rule incorpo-
rates numerous Obama-era presidential 
and secretarial orders along with internal 
agency guidance and policy documents.
“The rule demonstrated a clear over-
reach by the BLM, in spite of the agency’s 
claim that the ‘primary goal of the pro-
posed rulemaking process is to improve 
the agency’s ability to respond to envi-
ronmental, economic and social changes 
in a timely manner,’” the American Farm 
Bureau Federation and 12 Western state 
Farm Bureaus wrote in a letter to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) and Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan (R-Wis.).

According to the groups, under the pre-

text of “climate change” and “landscape-
scale” management, the rule will lock local 
and state officials out of BLM’s decision-
making process, ultimately allowing “im-
plementation of unilateral management 
schemes, mitigation, adaptive manage-
ment and other internal agency pronounce-
ments.”
In addition, they wrote, Planning 2.0 flies 
in the face of the Federal Land Policy Man-
agement Act (FLPMA) of 1976, in which 
Congress recognized the importance of 
the public domain to the future of Western 
states. Through defined multiple-use prin-
ciples, Congress mandated that these pub-
lic lands be used to meet the country’s need 
for domestic sources of food, fiber, energy, 
timber and more.
FLPMA also recognizes state and local 
governments as cooperative agencies.
However, under Planning 2.0, BLM must 
work with cooperating agencies only “as 
feasible and appropriate given their inter-

ests, scope of expertise and the constraints 
of their resources.” (Sec. 1610.3-1)
“This language clearly devalues local in-
put. In addition, it subjects local recom-
mendations to bureaucratic scrutiny and 
bias, not congressional intent,” the Farm 
Bureaus wrote.
The groups also took issue with how Plan-
ning 2.0 was put in place.
“BLM did not fully evaluate the impacts 
on consumers, public lands-dependent 
ranching families, energy, mining, rec-
reation and rural communities across the 
American West. Additionally, new defini-
tions and requirements created by the rule 
exceed statutory authorities and multiple-
use mandates established by FLPMA and 
the National Environmental Policy Act,” 
they noted.
A similar resolution has been introduced in 
the Senate.

AmericAn fArm bureAu federAtion news
Farm Bureau Encourages House to Pass Regulatory 

Transparency Bill
In light of the significant amounts of writ-
ten, electronic and social media informa-
tion generated by regulatory agencies 
during and after regulatory actions, Farm 
Bureau is calling on the House to approve 
legislation that would ensure both the pub-
lic and Congress have increased access to 
federal agency communications beyond 
those published in the Federal Register.
 This type of electronic information can be 
vitally important public information. Such 
information can also fall outside the for-
mal or official rulemaking record. Because 
this type of information often can be found 

on the Web or in social media one day but 
gone the next, it is critically important that 
the agencies be required to protect this in-
formation. 
—  American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall wrote in a letter to 
House members, urging strong, bipartisan 
support for the Regulatory Integrity Act of 
2017 (H.R. 1004).
The bill would require federal agencies to 
maintain all public communications asso-
ciated with guidance, policy statements, 
directives, rule making and adjudications 
for a period of no less than 5 years. The 

measure also incorporates language that 
would prohibit agencies from advocating 
on behalf of their own proposed rules. The 
language comes from an amendment of-
fered by Rep. Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) 
that was included in the Regulatory Ac-
countability Act of 2017 (H.R. 5), which 
was passed by the House earlier this year. 
“We believe it is important for Congress 
to enact this legislation to require the head 
of each executive agency to make any and 
all information available to the public and 
Congress in a searchable format in a prom-
inent location,” Duvall wrote.

House Passes Resolution to Halt BLM Planning Rule
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FARM BUREAU COMMODITY REPORT

 Compiled by the idaho Farm bureau Commodity division

livestoCK priCes                                                    

1/20/2017

                                                   

2/22/2017 trend
Feeder steers
      under 500 lbs 130-179 134-176 + 4 to down 3
      500-700 lbs 120-165 117-160 - 3 to – 5
      700-900 lbs 105-138 105-133 steady to – 5
      over 900 lbs 95-125 95-118 steady to – 7

Feeder heiFers
      under 500 lbs 122-157 116-157 - 6 to steady
      500-700 lbs 115-143 106-142 - 9 to - 1
      700-900 lbs 100-128 96-122 - 4 to - 6
      over 900 lbs 97-118 94-109 - 3 to - 9
 
holstein steers
      under 700 lbs 65-80 70-81 + 5 to + 1
      over 700 lbs 68-88 70-81 + 2 to – 7

Cows
     utility/Commercial 51-71 45-67 - 6 to – 4
      Canner & Cutter 48-58 39-61 - 9 to + 3

stock Cows 700-1715 625-1425 - 75 to – 290

bulls
      slaughter 56-82 62-87 + 6 to + 5

bean priCes:
     pinto 28.00-30.00 28.00-30.00 steady 
     small red not established not established n/a
     Garbanzo 36.00-38.00 34.00-37.00 - 2.00 to - 1.00  

Grain priCes 1/23/2017 2/22/2017 trend
  

portland:   
    white wheat 4.56-4.73 4.76-4.86 + .20 to + .13
    11% winter 4.84-5.09 5.07-5.42 + .23 to + .33
    14% spring 6.79-6.94 6.57-6.87 - .22 to - .07
    oats 225.00 225.00 steady 

oGden:    
    white wheat 3.78 3.91 + .13
    11% winter 3.94 4.11 + .17
    14% spring 5.42 5.42 steady 
    barley 5.50 5.50 steady

blaCKFoot/
idaho Falls

  

    white wheat 3.65 3.60 - .05
    11.5% winter 4.15 4.40 + .25
    14% spring 5.15 5.15 steady 
    hard white 4.25 4.30 + .05

burley:   
    white wheat 3.57 3.51 - .06
    11% winter 3.44 3.57 + .13
    14% spring 5.22 5.17 - .05
    barley 5.00 5.00 steady 

meridian:   
    white wheat (cwt) 3.48 3.69 + .21

lewiston:
    white wheat 4.30 4.52 + .22
    h. red winter 4.99 5.16 + .17
    dark n. spring 6.62 6.52 - .10
    barley 96.50 96.50 steady 
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IDAHO HAY REPORT

5 YEAR GRAIN COMPARISON

MILK PRODUCTION

POTATOES & ONIONS

uSda market News, moses Lake, Wa   February 24, 2017
Compared to last week, Feeder Alfalfa firm in a light test. Trade slow with very good 
demand as supplies are in firm hands. All prices are dollars  per ton and FOB the farm 
or ranch unless otherwise stated. 

                       Tons       price           Wtd avg       comments
 alfalfa                                                           
    mid Square                                                    
       Fair/Good        300   125.00-145.00      131.67      Tarped    

    

alfalfa hay test guidelines, (for domestic livestock use and not more than 10% grass), 
used with visual appearance and intent of sale. Quantitative factors are approximate 
and many factors can affect feeding value.                                                          
                                                                        
              adF      NdF      rFV      TdN-100%    TdN-90%   cp-100%      
 Supreme      <27      <34      >185          >62            >55.9         >22        
 premium     27-29    34-36    170-185   60.5-62       54.5-55.9     20-22       
 Good        29-32    36-40    150-170    58-60         52.5-54.5     18-20       
 Fair          32-35   40-44    130-150    56-58          50.5-52.5    16-18       
 utility      >35       >44      <130          <56              <50.5        <16    

February 22, 2017

Potatoes
upper VaLLeY, TWIN FaLLS-BurLeY dISTrIcT, Idaho--- 754-796-769 
(includes exports of 3-3-3) ---movement expected to remain about the same.  Trad-
ing fairly slow.  prices Norkotah 70-80s higher, bales and Burbank 100s lower, others 
generally unchanged.  Russet Burbank U.S. One baled 10-5 pound film bags non 
size a mostly 4.50-5.50; 50-pound carton 40-70s mostly 7.00, 80-90s mostly 6.50, 
100s mostly 6.00-6.50; Norkotah U.S. One baled 10-5 pound film bags non size A 
4.50-5.50; 50-pound carton 40-50s 4.50-5.00, 60-80s mostly 5.50, 90-100s 5.50-6.00.

Onions - Dry
Idaho aNd maLheur couNTY oreGoN--- 300-299-285---movement ex-
pected to remain about the same.  Trading slow.  prices lower.  Yellow Spanish hy-
brid u.S. one 50-pound sacks super colossal 6.00-7.00, colossal mostly 6.00, jumbo 
mostly 5.00, medium mostly 4.50-5.00; White u.S. one 50-pound sacks jumbo 
12.00-15.00, medium 10.00-14.00; red Globe Type u.S. one 25-pound sacks jumbo 
mostly 6.00, medium mostly 5.00.

Grain prices .................2/19/2013 ....................2/25/2014 ................... 2/20/2015 ..................2/22/2016...................2/22/2017
portland: 
white wheat .................... 8.64 .............................. 7.36   .........................no bid   ......................no bid   ...................4.76-4.86
11% winter ..................8.64-8.91      ...........8.47-8.57 ......................6.19-6.33..................... 5.33-5.49 ..................... 5.07-5.42
14% spring ....................... 9.26............................... 8.61 ...............................8.56 ......................... 6.02-6.12 .....................6.57-6.87
Corn ............................. 290.50-293 .....................no bid ..........................no bid ....................... 4.46-4.54.....................4.58-4.68  

ogden:
white wheat .................... 8.40 .............................  6.35 ............................. 6.20 ............................ 4.64 ............................ 3.91
11% winter ...................... 8.03 .............................  7.00 ............................. 5.46 ............................ 4.43 ............................ 4.11
14 % spring ..................... 8.60 .............................  7.77 .............................  6.16 ............................ 5.08 ............................ 5.42
barley ............................... 12.00 ............................  8.05 ............................. 5.85 ............................ 7.25 ...........................  5.50

blackfoot/idaho Falls:
white wheat .................... 8.00 .............................  6.10 ............................. 5.80 ............................ 4.45 ...........................  3.60
11% winter ...................... 7.52 ............................... 7.15 ............................. 5.38 ............................ 4.05 ............................ 4.40
14% spring ........................7.81 ..............................  7.41 ............................. 6.31 ............................ 4.80 ............................ 5.15

burley:
white wheat .................... 7.90 ..............................  6.08 .............................  5.75 ............................ 4.33 ............................ 3.51
11% winter ...................... 7.50..............................  6.81 ............................. 4.63 ............................ 3.69 ............................ 3.57
14% spring ....................... 7.90 ..............................  6.97 .............................  6.17 ............................ 4.58 ............................ 5.17
barley ............................... 12.25 ............................  7.50 ............................. 5.00 ............................ 6.00 ...........................  5.00 

nampa/meridian:
white wheat (cwt) ........ 13.08............................  10.50 ............................  9.15 ............................ 7.63 ............................ 3.69 
                  
lewiston:
white wheat .................... 8.48 .............................  7.02 ............................. 6.50 ............................ 4.90 ...........................  4.52
barley .............................. 231.50..........................  156.50 .........................  151.50 ........................ 126.50 ........................  96.50 

bean prices:
pintos ..........................35.00-35.00 ..................35.00-37.00 ..................35.00-37.00 ......................22.00 ......................28.00-30.00
pinks............................40.00-42.00     ......... 39.00-40.00 ................. 39.00-40.00 ......................28.00 .............................n/a
small reds ..................40.00-42.00 .......................40.00.............................40.00 ...................... 33.00-35.00 .................33.00-35.00
Garbanzo........................................................................................................................................32.00-35.00  ...............34.00-37.00
***

February 21, 2017
January Milk Production up 2.7 Percent 
Milk production in the 23 major States during January totaled 17.0 billion pounds, 
up 2.7 percent from January 2016. december revised production, at 16.8 billion 
pounds, was up 2.6 percent from december 2015. The december revision repre-
sented a decrease of 2 million pounds or less than 0.1 percent from last month’s 
preliminary production estimate. 
Production per cow in the 23 major States averaged 1,957 pounds for January, 37 
pounds above January 2016. This is the highest production per cow for the month of 
January since the 23 State series began in 2003. 
The number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was 8.69 million head, 
67,000 head more than January 2016, and 5,000 head more than december 2016. 

2016 Annual Milk Production up 1.8 Percent from 2015 

The annual production of milk for the united States during 2016 was 212 billion 
pounds, 1.8 percent above 2015. revisions to 2015 production decreased the annual 
total 36 million pounds. revised 2016 production was down 76 million pounds from 
last month’s publication. annual total milk production has increased 14.4 percent 
from 2007. 
Production per cow in the united States averaged 22,774 pounds for 2016, 378 
pounds above 2015. The average annual rate of milk production per cow has in-
creased 12.7 percent from 2007. 
The average number of milk cows on farms in the united States during 2016 
was 9.33 million head, up 0.2 percent from 2015. The average number of milk cows 
was revised down 5,000 head for 2016. The average annual number of milk cows has 
increased 1.5 percent from 2007.
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5 YEAR LIvESTOCK COMPARISON

CATTLE  MARKET REPORT

CATTLE ON FEED   
...................................... 2/19/2013 ....................2/21/2014.....................2/20/2015................... 2/22/2016 ...................2/22/2017
Feeder steers
under 500 lbs ............... 142-207 ........................180-259 ........................235-367 ........................170-232 ....................... 134-176 
500-700 lbs ................... 120-175 ........................ 167-231 .........................200-310 ........................151-216 ........................117-160
700-900 lbs ................... 115-142.........................130-175.........................171-224 ........................134-168 ....................... 105-133
over 900 lbs .................. 92-131..........................105-152.........................155-195 ........................120-141 ........................ 95-118

Feeder heifers
under 500 lbs ............... 128-172 ........................170-237 ........................220-337....................... 150-225 ........................116-157 
500-700 lbs ................... 116-153.........................153-197.........................185-257 ........................137-179 ....................... 106-142
700-900 lbs ................... 107-134 ........................ 129-174 .........................162-217 ........................120-159 ........................ 96-122
over 900 lbs ................. 100-120 ........................101-144 .........................120-172 ........................123-136 ........................ 94-109

holstein steers
under 700 lbs ................ 75-110 ..........................98-128 .........................140-188.........................91-120 .......................... 70-81
over 700 lbs .................. 55-103 ..........................90-130 .........................120-175 ........................101-120 ......................... 70-81

Cows
utility/Commercial .......... 59-79 ............................70-97 ...........................85-120 .......................... 58-79 ........................... 45-67 
Canner & Cutter ............. 53-70 ............................60-94 ...........................79-105 .......................... 58-75 ........................... 39-61 
stock Cows ....................750-1425 ......................925-1425 .....................1200-2200 ................... 875-1700 ..................... 625-1425

bulls – slaughter ...........60-95 ........................... 70-111 ...........................97-139 ......................... 65-104 .......................... 62-87

February 24, 2017
United States Cattle on Feed Down 1 Percent
Cattle and calves on feed for the slaughter market in the united States for feed-
lots with capacity of 1,000 or more head totaled 10.8 million head on February 1, 
2017. The inventory was 1 percent above February 1, 2016.
Placements in feedlots during January totaled 1.98 million head, 11 percent above 
2016. Net placements were 1.93 million head. during January, placements of cattle 
and calves weighing less than 600 pounds were 380,000 head, 600-699 pounds were 
445,000 head, 700-799 pounds were 585,000 head, 800-899 pounds were 410,000, 
900-999 pounds were 116,000, and 1,000 pounds and greater were 45,000 head.
New placement weight categories are available this month. The new categories are 
800-899 pounds, 900-999 pounds, and 1,000 pounds and greater. Information for 
January 2017 and January a year ago can be found on page 5 of this publication. This 
additional information will be published monthly in the cattle on Feed report.

Marketings of fed cattle during January totaled 1.75 million head, 10 percent above 
2016.

Other disappearance totaled 53,000 head during January, 5 percent below 2016.

February 15, 2017
uSda National agricultural Statistics Service (NaSS) released its cattle report 
January 31, 2017 which showed higher inventory numbers in many categories for 
the third consecutive year. The total cattle and calf inventory increased about 2 per-
cent from 2016. Increases were seen in 27 States. States with the largest increases 
in all cattle and calves include Texas (+500,000 head), missouri (+250,000 head), 
oklahoma (+200,000 head), and Kansas and colorado (+150,000 head each).The 
expansion was likely buoyed by a combination of strong cow-calf operator returns 
in 2014 and 2015 as well as improved pasture and range conditions in much of the 
plains region. Beef cow numbers were 3 percent higher than the same period last 
year, but milk cow numbers were virtually unchanged 
Total beef cows increased 3 percent, but a number of indicators suggest that 
although the expansion continues, the rate of expansion is slowing. heifers for beef 
and milk cow replacement are often used as barometers of herd expansion or con-
traction rates. heifers for beef cow replacement were 1 percent higher than last 
year but down from the 4 percent and 3 percent increases achieved in 2015 and 
2016, the first 2 years of this expansion. Heifers for milk cow replacement show 
similar patterns, registering at 1 percent below 2016 levels, but were positive for 
the first 2 years of the expansion. Producers also indicated that they expect only 2 
percent more beef heifers to calve during 2017, down from increases of 7 percent 
and 6 percent in 2015 and 2016. 
despite relatively cheap feed, returns to feeder cattle operations were negative, 
with losses widening during 2016. despite expected improvements in cattle feeding 
returns, feeder cattle supplies outside feedlots are above last year and prices will 
remain under pressure through much of 2017. Feeder cattle prices for 2017 are 
forecast to average $131-139 per cwt, down about $7 from 2016.
The number of cattle on feed in u.S. feedlots with a capacity of 1,000-plus head on 
January 1, 2017, was fractionally higher (cattle on Feed, January 27, 2017). cattle 
placed on feed in december 2016 were up 18 percent compared with december 
2015. This was the second consecutive month that there was a year-over-year dou-

ble-digit increase in cattle placements. It is likely that lower numbers of cattle graz-
ing on small grains pastures was a contributing factor to the relatively large increase 
in placements. Winter wheat planted area was lower than 2016 in most of the 
country, and the estimate of cattle grazing small grain pasture in Texas, oklahoma, 
and Kansas on January 1, 2017, was 5 percent below 2016. Fed cattle marketings in 
december 2016 were 7 percent above that of 2015, but the increased numbers of 
cattle on feed on January 1 2017, and the timing of their placement suggest that fed 
cattle marketings in the first half of 2017 will be larger than 2016. With 2 percent 
more cattle outside feedlots on January 1, placements in 2017 are expected to be 
above 2016. The timing of placements during the year will depend on a number of 
factors, including breeding herd decisions, producer decisions about winter wheat 
graze-out, and the availability of forage during the year. 

commercial beef production in 2016 came in at 6 percent above that of 2015. This 
is due to a combination of increased slaughter and slightly higher dressed weights. 
Weights were higher in the first half but fell below year-earlier as producers 
became more current with their marketings. Slaughter in 2017 is forecast higher as 
cattle placed in the later part of 2016 and first half of 2017 are marketed. Produc-
ers are expected to remain relatively current in their marketings during the year, 
which will limit increases in carcass weights. Beef production for 2017 is forecast at 
3 percent above previous-year levels. 
Fed cattle prices are expected to remain under pressure in 2017. packers’ margins 
are seasonally weak, which is will likely impact their willingness to bid up cattle 
prices over the next weeks. as increased supplies of fed cattle are marketed in the 
spring quarter, fed steer prices are likely to remain under pressure, averaging $106-
$110 per cwt during the quarter. Large supplies of fed cattle will likely continue to 
pressure prices during the second half of the year. Fed steer prices are forecast to 
average $109-$116 per cwt for the year, down from $120.86 in 2016.
economic research Service, uSda
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CLASSIFIEDS

Free 
ClassiFied ads 

For idaho Farm bureau members 
send to: dashton@idahofb.org

dashton@idahofb.org

Mail ad copy to:
FARM BUREAU PRODUCER

P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
or e-mail Dixie at:   dashton@idahofb.org

DEADLINE DATES: 
ADS MUST BE RECEIvED BY 

March 20  FOR NEXT ISSUE.

Animals

sheba inu dog looking for country home. pros: 
neutered, not aggressive towards animals. 
smart, agile, fast, loyal, lovely. housebroke, 
likes kids, 25 lbs, rarely barks. Cons: sheds, 
sometimes leaves home without permission. 
doesn’t like nails trimmed., Caldwell, id 208-
407-2406.

Kiko meat Goats, registered purebred and 
commercial. raised for hardiness, breeding 
stock, meat and brush management. excellent 
recip, or candidates to add hybrid vigor 
to your lines. Check our site for current 
availability: www.kikogoats.org Kopf Canyon 
ranch, moscow, idaho. 208-669-9000.

Farm Equipment

36 pieces of 4 inch ball and socket $1000. 
2- thunderbird wheel moves with double 
drivers $3500 a piece or $6000 for both.  
butte County, id 208-243-0786.

J.d. 4430 tractor with duals and front 
weights 10150 hours, good condition. J.d. 
#40 manure spreader, 9:00 20 tires stored 
inside. hazelton, id 208-731-4181.

new squeeze chute, green, hand pull, $1,300. 
midvale, id 208-355-3780.

balewagons: new holland self-propelled or 
pull-type models. also interested in buying 
balewagons. will consider any model. Call Jim 
wilhite at 208-880-2889 anytime

Household

thomas playmate organ with color-Glo keys 
& foot pedals. excellent condition. will sell 
organ, bench, all the music for $250. ammon, 
id. 208-932-1298.

Miscellaneous 

14x40 Jet geared head metal lathe, 240v 
single phase 2 hp on stand. excellent 
condition. $4,000. moscow, id 208-882-0112.

IPM Solutions – rodent & fly control: safe, 
effective, cost efficient.  (208) 308-4418. 

used woodmaster lt45 outdoor wood stove. 
Comes with pump and draft fan. we will 
help with install. stove heats your home and 
hot water. works in conjunction with existing 
furnace or without one. please Call John 
208-781-0691. best heat ever!

Real Estate/Acreage

working hay/cattle ranch. all set up turnkey 
operation. house partially furnished. ready 
for you to move in. Good hunting. bonners 
Ferry area. no subdividing. 113.45 acres. 
$849,000. 208-267-7929.

40 acres near rexburg, id. land is cross 
fenced into 5 pastures, large shop, 4 bay 
equipment storage, 6 corrals with automatic 
waterers, 1300 sq. ft. older home. land 
can be divided into two 20 acre parcels. 
$495,000 208-313-0477. 

lot for sale - 1/2 acre Country lot. building 
lot or for new manufactured home. City 
water, Gas, utilities available. must obtain 
permits for water hook-up & septic system. 
shelley area. Call 528-5337.

Recreational

2005 Custom weld 21 ft jet boat. low deck, 
with dog house. 350 h.p. Kodiak motor, 2 
fish finders – stick steer 80 Minna Kota -15 
h.p. evinrude american turbine- 100 hours 
on boat. $45,000. meridian id. plus extras. 
208-870-3710.

Trailers

16 ft Gooseneck trailer by C&b manufacturing. 
dual axle, 8 tires with loading ramps. 
20,000# load rate. asking price $5,200. 
very low miles. heyburn, id. 208-431-7401.

Wanted

looking for one propane fridge for house. 
working order good.  208-368-7475.

will pay cash for used lapidary equipment. 
also buying rough material (rock) and 
possibly estates. located in southern idaho. 
Contact randy 208-749-1613 or mark 731-
7859. 

paying cash for German & Japanese war 
relics/souvenirs! Pistols, rifles, swords, 
daggers, flags, scopes, optical equipment, 
uniforms, helmets, machine guns (atF rules 
apply) medals, flags, etc. 549-3841 (evenings) 
or 208-405-9338.

Wanted

paying cash for old cork top bottles and 
some telephone insulators. Call randy. 
payette, id. 208-740-0178.

old license plates wanted: also key chain 
license plates, old signs, light fixtures. Will 
pay cash. please email, call or write. Gary 
peterson, 130 e pecan, Genesee, id 83832. 
gearlep@gmail.com. 208-285-1258   

our idaho family loves old wood barns and 
would like to restore/rebuild your barn on 
our idaho farm. would you like to see your 
barn restored/rebuilt rather than rot and 
fall down? Call Ken & Corrie 208-425-3225.




