
QuarterlyIdaho Farm Bureau

Winter Issue   •   Volume 25 Issue 1

Idaho Farm Bureau FederationIdaho Farm Bureau Federation

IMPACT REPORTIMPACT REPORT



2   |   Idaho Farm Bureau Quarterly

COVER:  Photo by Chris Banks

Volume 25, Issue 1
IFBF Officers

President....................................................Bryan Searle, Shelley
Vice President..................................Richard Durrant, Meridian
Executive Vice President/CEO...................................Zak Miller

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kyle Wade......................................................................Downey
Austin Tubbs...................................................................... Malad
Jason Fellows...................................................................Weston
Scott Steele................................................................ Idaho Falls
Doug Barrie................................................................ Idaho Falls
Travis McAffee................................................................... Howe
Darren Taber................................................................Shoshone
Rick Pearson..............................................................Hagerman
Rick Brune...................................................................... Hazelton
Cody Chandler................................................................ Weiser
Galen Lee........................................................... New Plymouth
Matt Dorsey.................................................................. Caldwell
Marjorie French...........................................................Princeton
Tom Daniel.............................................................Bonners Ferry
Tom Mosman.............................................................Craigmont
Mitchell Searle................................................................... Burley
Tess & Lance Zollinger.....................................................Preston

STAFF
Executive Assistant.....................................................Cara Dyer
VP of Operations................................................... Justin Patten
Operations Assistant........................................ Elly MacDonald
Director of Finance & Systems............................... Tyler Moore
Director of Member Benefits............................... Betty Inskeep
Project Manager..........................................................Ott Clark
VP of Member Relations & Commodities..............Brody Miller
Member Relations Assistant...................................Kayla Myers
Dist. I Regional Manager............................................Kylee Urie
Dist. II Regional Manager......................... Camron Hammond
Dist. III Regional Manager.......................................Zack Lanier
Dist. IV Regional Manager.............................. James Gallacci
Dist. V Regional Manager...................................Bob Smathers
Dist. V Regional Manager.................................Megan Parnell
VP of Governmental Affairs...............................Russ Hendricks
Director of Government Affairs........................Braden Jensen
Governmental Affairs Representative.................Dexton Lake
Boise Office Manager.....................................Anna Rose Byers
VP of Information....................................................Joel Benson
Project Manager.................................................Kristy Lindauer
Director of Publications............................................... Sean Ellis
Videographer.............................................. Jacob Christensen
Videographer....................................................... Brian Morgan

Printed by: Adams Publishing Group, Pocatello, ID

IDAHO FARM BUREAU QUARTERLY
USPS #022-899, is published quarterly by the 

 IDAHO FARM BUREAU FEDERATION,  
275 Tierra Vista Drive, Pocatello, ID 83201.

POSTMASTER send changes of address to:
IDAHO FARM BUREAU QUARTERLY

P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848.  
Periodicals postage paid at Pocatello, Idaho,

and additional mailing offices.
Subscription rate: $4.00 per year included 

 in Farm Bureau dues.

MAGAZINE CONTACTS: 
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

EDITOR (208) 239-4292 • ADS (208) 239-4279
E-MAIL: seanellis@idahofb.org
ADS: advertising@idahofb.org 

web: www.idahofb.org

Idaho Farm Bureau A MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT

Seeing how far the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation has 
come since its humble beginning in Murtaugh, Idaho, in 

1939 is amazing. As the largest general farm organization 
in the state today, we have never forgotten our purpose of 
being a grassroots organization that gives voice to Idaho’s 
agriculture industry. Whether a farmer or rancher is just 
starting out, or runs a multi-county operation, the Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation is a tool in their hands to network, learn, 
and make policies that affect all farms and ranches. We will be 
the first to admit our organization is not an island to itself. We 
work tirelessly to make connections with all other industries 
and organizations that build up Idaho communities. Making 
safe, nutritious, and affordable food on our store shelves is 
what we work for year after year. Recent studies have shown 
that an overwhelming percentage of Americans trust farmers. 
We hope to earn this trust each day.
 
In the pages of this magazine, you will find examples of some 
of the ways that Idaho Farm Bureau helps strengthen and 
promote the state’s agriculture industry. You will also see 
examples of some of the ways Farm Bureau gives back to 
Idaho communities. We hope this gives you an idea of how 
IFBF works throughout the year to benefit agriculture and the 
state overall.  

Bryan Searle
Idaho Farm Bureau President
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MEMBERS 
STRONG

90,056

The Idaho Farm Bureau Federation (IFBF) is a grassroots organization that represents
and supports farmers and ranchers in Idaho at the county, state, and national levels.

For over 80 years, the Idaho Farm Bureau has brought farmers and ranchers together to
discuss agricultural issues, create policy, and protect the rights of its members.

With a presence in every county in Idaho, Farm Bureau members educate and advocate
for agriculture by building relationships with elected officials, consumers, youth, and
other agriculturalists.

Idaho Farm Bureau is committed to strengthening relationships with other agricultural
organizations and elected officials to ensure that agriculture will continue to be viable
for future generations.

OUR MISSION:

“IDAHO FARM BUREAU  EMPOWERS IDAHO AGRICULTURE”

INTRODUCTION

 Photo Credit:
Todd Cook

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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4-H & FFA

CHARITABLE DONATIONS

BANQUETS & PICNICS

The Idaho Farm Bureau Federation, in conjunction with local county Farm
Bureaus, donated over $900,000 to local communities across Idaho.

C A R E S
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS

**Donations are based on 2023 Figures

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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IDAHO RANGELAND FIRE
 PROTECTION ASSOCIATIONS

UNITED WAY

IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY SUMMER
COMMUNITY THEATER

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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MAKE -A -WISH IDAHO

C A R E S
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF 

SOUTHEAST IDAHO
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®

Social Media At a Glance

FOLLOWERS REACH PODCAST DOWNLOADS

21,000 748K 28,664

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  P L A T F O R M S

SOCIAL MEDIA 
PRESENCE

NEWS MEDIA BI-WEEKLY PODCAST

Gem State Producer
Idaho Farm Bureau
Quarterly
Digital Newsroom
Press Releases
Capitol Reflections

idahofb.org

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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Emysha Brune
Twin Falls County

Rachel Wandell
Ada County

Brodee Wootan
Elmore County

Elizabeth Michaelson
Bannock County

Tannabe Cecil
Lost Rivers (Butte) County

Lucy Barney
Jefferson County

Rylee Roberts
Washington County

Larell Chandler
Washington County

Kacie Clyde
Latah County

Via Vachon
Bonner County

Ag Winners
Received

$3,000

Non-Ag Winners
Received

$2,000

2024 Idaho Farm Bureau 
Scholarship Recipients

Scholarships are provided by the IFBF Scholarship
Fund,  and Farm Bureau Insurance Company of  Idaho

®

®

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  

Y O U N G
F A R M E R S  &
R A N C H E R S
The Young Farmers & Ranchers program is for men
and women between the ages of 18-35.  The objective
of the YF&R program is to surface, grow, and develop
young Farm Bureau members and provide them with
opportunities and experiences to strengthen their
leadership and ensure effective Farm Bureaus.

2 0 2 4  A C H I E V E M E N T  A W A R D
The Achievement Award is designed to recognize those young farmers and ranchers that have excelled
in their farming/ranching operations and honed their leadership abilities to superiority.

CAMAS AND MIGUEL VILLAFAÑA

The Excellence in Agriculture Award spotlights young Farm Bureau members who are agricultural
enthusiasts but have not earned a majority of their income from production agriculture.

2 0 2 4  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  A G R I C U L T U R E

P A I G E  N E L S O N

2024-2025 YF&R LEADERSHIP

Mitchell Searle - Chairperson

Azdyn Bartschi - District 1 

Kyle & Maycee Noorda - District 2 

Zane Barckholtz - District 3 

Taylor & Justin Roberts - District 4

Trew Rice - District 5

VISION STATEMENT
For the next generation to be

prepared and empowered to lead
the future of agriculture.

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y  

University of Idaho
College of Southern
Idaho
BYU-Idaho

I D A H O  F A R M
B U R E A U
C O L L E G I A T E
C H A P T E R S

\

THREE LEVELS OF DISCUSSION
MEET COMPETITION

YF&R- Members 18-35
years old 
Collegiate- Members of
the three collegiate Farm
Bureau clubs
High School- Any high
school student who would
like to compete

D I S C U S S I O N  M E E T  W I N N E R
D E N T O N  P E R K I N S

Y F & R  A W A R D  P A R T N E R S

The Discussion Meet is a contest promoted by American Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers
& Ranchers Committee.  This contest is designed to simulate a committee meeting
where discussions and active participation are expected from each committee
member.  

2 0 2 4  D I S C U S S I O N  M E E T  W I N N E R S

E L I Z A  D U G A N
C o l l e g i a t e  D i s c u s s i o n

M e e t  W i n n e r

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  

L A R E L L  C H A N D L E R
H i g h  S c h o o l  D i s c u s s i o n

M e e t  W i n n e r  

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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2024 P&E High School Speech Competition Winners

Jacee Fuller - (1st Place-$1,000)
Brandon Little - (2nd Place-$750)
Emily  Sorensen - (3rd Place-$500)
Kimber Smith - (4th Place-$250)
Emily Gosman - (5th Place-$150)

The P&E Committee hosts a high school speech competition.  The top students from each of the five
districts came to Boise and presented their speeches at the Legislative and Commodities Conference.

P R O M O T I O N  &
E D U C A T I O N  
P R O G R A M
The Promotion & Education program was created to
give opportunities to share agricultural experiences
on and off the farm, in local communities, and with
consumers.  If you are enthusiastic about agriculture,
the Promotion & Education program is for you!

P & E  P R O G R A M S
A R O U N D  T H E
S T A T E

Moving Ag to the Classroom-
MAC Trailer
Scholarships
High School Speech Contest
Photo Contest
Ag Days/Farm to Table Events
State and County Fairs

M O V I N G  A G  T O  T H E
C L A S S R O O M  ( M A C )

2 0 2 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  S P E E C H
C O M P E T I T O N

22024-2025 P&E LEADERSHIP

Lance & Tess Zollinger - State Chair

Shancy Lusk - District 1 

Owen & Jamie Scoresby- District 2 

Zane Moser- District 3 

Kristie Dorsey - District 4 

Jill Bruegeman- District 5

VISION STATEMENT
All will appreciate and

support Idaho
agriculture.

Pictured Left to Right:
Brandon Little, Kimber Smith, Emily Gosman, Emily Sorensen, Jacee Fuller

3 Trailers
5 Learning modules 
108 Days on the
road
Over 15,000 school
children taught by
MAC program 

M A C  S T A T S

The MAC trailer brings a fun and interactive experience for children to learn more about agriculture.  This
program was specifically designed for children in grades 1-5.  However, many of the visual aids could be
used for all ages.

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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2024
Promotion & Education
Photo Contest

Scenic & Best in Show
Pamela Payne

Generations
Jim Parker

Farm Kids
Mitchell Searle

People’s Choice
Britney Chandler

FARMING
Kirklan Oler

LIVESTOCK
Mitchell Searle

To share the beauty of Idaho agriculture and
the people who make the industry one of the
greatest, the Idaho Farm Bureau’s Promotion
& Education committee sponsored a photo
contest.  Winners were announced at the
annual meeting held in December.

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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The Ag Ambassador Leadership Program is designed to train and engage Farm Bureau members to be
leaders and to advocate for agriculture at the county, state, and national levels. This program requires its
participants to engage in a year-long training that develops relationship and communication skills to
effectively tell their story to elected officials and staff. The capstone of the Ag Ambassador Leadership
Program is spending time in Washington, D.C., at various agencies, AFBF, and congressional offices.
Participants are required to continue to advocate for agriculture and Farm Bureau policies upon completion
of the program.

SKILLS TRAINED ON:
TELLING YOUR STORY

STEPS TO TESTIFYING

SPEAKING WITH IMPACT

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

SOCIAL MEDIA DO’S AND DONT’S

MEDIA INTERVIEWING 101

PROFESSIONALISM IN SOCIAL SETTINGS

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

2024 AG
AMBASSADOR
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

AREAS EMPHASIZED
Agricultural Protection Areas 
Ag Labor
Breaching of the Lower 4
Snake River Dams
Lava Ridge Wind Project
Water Resource
Development Act
BLM Conservation and
Landscape Health Rule
Farm Bill - Raising Loan
Amounts due to Inflation

ELECTED OFFICIALS AND 
AGENCIES VISITED
Lt. Governor - Scott Bedke
Idaho State Representatives and Senators
(Mock Committee for Testifying)
H2A Consultant - Gem Ag Professionals -
Jenn Uranga
State Director of Ag for Senator Crapo -
Casey Attebery
Asst. Secretary for Water Resource &
Environment Committee - Dr. Tim Petty
Congressman - Mike Simpson
Congressman - Russ Fulcher
Senator - Mike Crapo
Senator - Jim Risch
Ag Workforce Coalition Panel

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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THE VISION OF
IDAHO FARM BUREAU
F O R  A L L  T O  R E C O G N I Z E  A N D
R E S P E C T  I D A H O  A G R I C U L T U R E
A S  E S S E N T I A L

9,995 IDAHO MEMBER
FAMILIES INVOLVED IN

FARMING OR
RANCHING

Focusing on local agricultural issues
Building relationships within
communities
Protecting agriculture for future
generations

Farmers and Ranchers
Pictured: Verl  Christensen Family,  Preston, Idaho

®

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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County 
Grassroots
Contacts

Legislators

Counties 
Review House 
of Delegates
Resolutions

State 
Resolutions
Committee 

Meeting

District 
Resolution 
Meetings

Farm Bureau member brings an idea for a resolution to a county

County board discusses and decides to form a resolution

Resolution goes to a district resolutions meeting for debate and

adoption

Counties discuss and vote on policy at the House of Delegates

Policy is then worked on in the Idaho State Legislature

POLICY
DEVELOPMENT

37  COUNTY  
FARM  BUREAUS  
REPRESENTING

44 IDAHO
COUNTIES

1,380 IDAHO
VOLUNTEERS IN

LEADERSHIP
POSITIONS

5 DISTRICTS
COVERING THE

STATE OF IDAHO

19 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

REPRESENTING
ALL REGIONS OF

IDAHO

Idaho State 
Legislature 
in Session

House of 
Delegates
Counties

Debate, Vote
On & Adopt
Resolutions

State Spring
Resolutions
Committee 

Meeting

District
Spring Policy 

Meetings

County
Policy 

Meetings

State 
Summer

Leadership 
Policy

Meeting

Counties
Finalize 

& Submit 
Resolutions

County 
Report Back

Meetings

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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H292 - THE AGRICULTURAL PROTECTION AREA ACT
The bill established a process by which interested and willing landowners can make an application
requesting the creation of an Agricultural Protection Area (APA) over their specified parcel of land to
keep it in production agriculture.  If approved by the county, such a designation would be for a term of
20 years.

SB1243 - PUBLIC LAND EXCHANGE - Grazing Permits
The bill provides an opportunity for a federal grazing permit, which is recognized in Idaho law as a
property right, to be converted to a state grazing permit following an exchange of land between the
federal government and the state.  This is important to ensure Idaho citizens are not unjustly
disadvantaged by a land exchange.

GRASSROOTS &
POLITICAL
ADVOCACY
2 0 2 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S U C C E S S2 0 2 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S U C C E S S

I d a h o  F a r m  B u r e a u  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  4 2  b i l l s  a n d  1 0  r e s o l u t i o n s  o r
m e m o r i a l s  o r  m o r e  t h a n  8 %  o f  a l l  l e g i s l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 4
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

91% SUCCESS PASS RATIO

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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105th
ANNUAL
CONVENTION
Held January 19-24, 2024

150 Idaho ATTENDEES
IFBF members from around the state attended the
105th Annual American Farm Bureau convention held
in Salt Lake City, Utah. That was 50 percent more than
normal.

Making the large Idaho turnout even sweeter was the
fact that the Big Idaho Potato Truck made an
appearance at the trade show and was a huge hit.  A
steady line of convention participants stopped to have
their picture taken in front of the giant spud. 

Idaho had strong representation in the Young Farmers
and Ranchers competitions with Braxton and Jamie
Crapo, who farm in Parker, competing for the
Achievement Award. Kevin and Shelby Andrus, who
ranch in Lava Hot Springs, gave their Excellence in
Agriculture presentation and Cole Lickley, who ranches
in Wapello, finished third in the Discussion Meet.

Members had the opportunity to participate in
educational workshops to advance their leadership skills,
gain deep insight into the trends and realities impacting
food production, and build stronger relationships with
other state and county Farm Bureaus.

American Farm
Bureau Federation®

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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06 IFBF Impact Report 2023-2024

LEGISLATIVE &
COMMODITY
CONFERENCE

HELD FEBRUARY 6-7, 2024

DAVID ANDERSON

DR. SCOTT LEIBSLE

TRENT VAN LEUVEN

JIM FREDERICKS
Director-Idaho Fish & GameIdaho State Veterinarian

2024 Teacher of the Year

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s annual Legislative and
Commodity Conference is one of the organization’s
signature events and an important way for IFBF’s grassroots
members to connect with legislators face to face.

The highlight of the conference was a dinner that allowed
farmers and ranchers to sit down with legislators  and
discuss important issues.

During the conference, Farm Bureau members visited the
Capitol Building and attended legislative committee
meetings.

Members of the organization’s various commodities
committees also met to discuss the latest issues affecting
their commodities.  This approach of connecting members
that are experts in specific areas helps Idaho Farm Bureau
have relevant policy that meets the needs of agriculture.

60 LEGISLATORS
199 ATTENDEES

Idaho Program Manager
American Farmland Trust

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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FUSION
CONFERENCE

2024

The Fusion conference was held in conjunction with the IFBF
annual meeting. Great speakers, breakout sessions and evening
events to bring together volunteer leaders from the Promotion &
Education and Young Farmers & Ranchers programs. You leave
the conference with new friends, new ideas and new energy for
your farm and Farm Bureau.
 

HELD DECEMBER 3-4, 2024
221 Attendees

Jessie Jarvis
Founder of “Of the West”

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

C O N F E R E N C E  P A R T N E R S

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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HELD DECEMBER 4-6, 2024

353 Attendees
       Resolutions added71

or amended to the IFBF
policy book

S P E A K E R S

85th Idaho Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

Rick Rigsby
Former award-winning
professor.
Internationally acclaimed
speaker.

Matt Bingham
Regional Manager-
Valley Agronomics 

Logan 
Yearsley
Director, Member
Engagement-
American Farm
Bureau 

Norm
Semanko
Water law practice group
leader for Parsons Behle &
Latimer

Brett Stuart
Co-founder - Global
AgriTrends

Phil Bass
Associate
Professor — Meat
Science

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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PRESIDENT
Bryan Searle

VICE PRESIDENT
Richard Durrant

EXECUTIVE VICE
PRESIDENT, CEO

Zak Miller

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

DISTRICT 1
Kyle Wade

DISTRICT 2
Travis McAffee

DISTRICT 1
Jason Fellows

DISTRICT 1
Austin Tubbs

DISTRICT 3
Rick Brune

DISTRICT 3
Rick Pearson

DISTRICT 2
Doug Barrie

Meet the

DISTRICT 2
Scott Steele

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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S T A T E  O F F I C E
( 2 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 7 9 1 4

2 7 5  T i e r r a  V i s t a  D r i v e
P o c a t e l l o ,  I D  8 3 2 0 1

YF&R CHAIR
Mitchell Searle

B O I S E  O F F I C E
( 2 0 8 )  3 4 2 - 2 6 8 8

5 0 0  W .  W a s h i n g t o n
B o i s e ,  I D  8 3 7 0 2

DISTRICT 5
Tom Mosman

DISTRICT 5
Tom Daniel

DISTRICT 5
Marjorie French

P&E CHAIRS
Lance & Tess

Zollinger

DISTRICT 3 
Darren Taber

DISTRICT 4
Galen Lee

DISTRICT 4
Matt Dorsey

DISTRICT 4
Cody Chandler

Contact Us

idahofb.org

IFBF Impact Report 2024 Year End Review
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Get

IF YOU WIN OUR 

QUARTERLY DRAWING* 
$500

Get

WHEN A FRIEND YOU 

REFER PURCHASES A 

POLICY FROM US

$25

*You’re automatically entered into our $500 drawing when you refer a friend, even if they don’t purchase a policy. 
Scan the QR code for complete rules and restrictions. Above left: Jay from Inkom, Idaho, winner of our

3rd Quarter 2024 Refer A Friend, Get A Gift $500 drawing, with his agent, Derald Armstrong.

Country 
Chuckles

By Jonny  
Hawkins
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WHY WAIT: 
CALCULATE 
YOUR COVERAGE.

Do you have enough? Life changes – and so does the amount of life 

insurance you need. Check out our life insurance calculator, then 

connect with a Farm Bureau agent to discuss your options.

Scan to  
get started.

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. LI214-LS (10-24)
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Vexing 
vertebrates: 

Management
By Chris Schnepf
University of Idaho

In my January 2025 Gem State Producer 
column, I discussed the range of damage var-
ious vertebrates such as rodents, deer, elk, etc. 
can cause to forest trees. 

The next question people ask after figuring 
out what caused animal damage is, “how can 
I stop it?”

First, just because you have animal damage, 
doesn’t mean you have to do anything about 
it. Some mortality in regenerating conifers 
should be expected and accepted, especially if 
you are meeting stocking targets (e.g. 350-400 
live seedlings per acre) in spite of it. 

For example, deer and elk typically only use 
a few trees in a plantation to scrape the velvet 
from their antlers. Beyond that, here are some 
strategies to follow in assessing and managing 
forest animal damage.

Know the animal. You can never have too 
much information about the biology and hab-
its of an animal before you decide to manage 
damage. 

How often does it reproduce? What are its 
natural enemies? How far does it range? What 
are its habits during different times of the 
year? Are there animal signs you should be 
looking for before you even plant trees? 

For example, if you see frequent mounds 
of fresh dirt in a site you are looking to plant, 
you should think about knocking back pocket 
gopher populations (we do not have moles in 
Idaho forests). 

Another example: if you are planting trees 
on a site that serves as winter range for deer 
and elk, measures to reduce browsing may be 
warranted.

It is also important to know when the ani-

RIGHT: Leaving more snags can help hawks and 
other raptors reduce rodents. Photos by  

Chris Schnepf
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mals are causing tree damage. For exam-
ple, most of the repellants used to deter 
deer and elk damage are only effective for a 
limited time and you want that to coincide 
with when deer and elk are most likely to 
nibble on your trees. 

It never hurts to contact a local forester 
for their experiences with animal damage 
on sites similar to the one you are looking 
to plant on.

Direct control. For animals that have 
limited ranges, it may be possible to ad-
dress the problem by temporarily reducing 
the local population of responsible critters. 
There are many methods to do this, in-
cluding hunting, trapping, and toxicants 
(e.g. underground strychnine baits for 
pocket gophers). 

Such methods are generally more effec-
tive with small vertebrates such as pocket 
gophers, in part because they do not typi-
cally move around as far as other animals. 

In undertaking these approaches, don’t 
get carried away. Most of these animals 
also provide ecological functions and ben-
efits. For example, snowshoe hares serve as 
food for lynx (and some foresters). Pocket 
gophers aerate the soil. 

Control just enough of the popula-
tion for just long enough to reduce their 
impairments to reforestation goals (e.g. 
removing porcupines only in areas where 
they are causing lots of damage). 

Also check with the Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game for any applicable state 
laws. 

Repellents. Some vertebrate damage can 
be abated using repellents. Repellants are 
most commonly used to reduce deer and 
elk damage to tree seedlings. There are two 
broad types. 

Area repellents repel by smell, whereas 
contact repellants repel by taste. Generally, 
the latter are more effective They work 
even better if they also have some area 
repellant activity. 

The key with repellants is to make sure 
they are applied and active when trees 
would be damaged. Sometimes repellants 
may need to be re-applied in the event of 
rain.

Physical barriers. Physical barriers are 
most commonly used to prevent deer and 
elk damage. For high value trees (e.g., a 
seed orchard), deer and elk can be fenced 

out of a site. But fencing is very expensive, 
so it is not commonly used in reforesta-
tion. 

Instead, the most common approach 
in the Inland Northwest is to stake rigid 
plastic mesh tubes over individual tree 
seedlings, The key in using these devices 
is to stake them well and follow up in the 
spring to make sure they are still posi-
tioned correctly after winter snow. 

Burying rigid mesh tubes a bit at the 
base of the seedling may provide some 
additional protection from pocket gophers 
and other rodents.

Habitat manipulation. In some cases, 
you can reduce problems by manipulating 
vegetation. For example, rodent damage 
can be reduced by eliminating vegetation 
for at least 3 feet around the base of tree 
seedlings. Small rodents are less likely to 
venture out onto bare dirt, where they are 
more visible to predators. 

Eliminating vegetation adjacent to the 
tree seedling also happily reduces soil 
moisture stress for the seedling. 

There has been some experimentation 

with attracting problem species to other 
sites away from trees by establishing food 
plots, but such efforts risk attracting more 
total animals than would otherwise be in 
the vicinity of the tree seedlings.

Aiding predators. You don’t always 
have to be the only one trying to reduce 
problematic vertebrates on your forest. Try 
to support predators of the species you are 
having problems with. 

For example, leaving more snags in your 
forest operations will aid hawks, owls and 
other “raptors,” which prey on rodents that 
damage trees. 

In some horticultural settings, managers 
even install artificial perches for raptors for 
this purpose. Leaving more coarse woody 
debris helps fishers, a top predator of por-
cupines and other rodents.

Damage correction. Browsing damage 
can sometimes be corrected. For example. 
If sapling trees develop multiple forks from 
repeated browsing, they can sometimes be 
pruned to a single vertical trunk, creating a 
more stable future tree. 

As with pruning wounds, do not paint 
wounds left from rodent feeding on the 
stem – it may actually trap moisture and 
foster decay. It is best to let the tree natu-
rally pitch and grow over wounds.

For more information. Ideally, one an-
ticipates animal damage before it happens. 
Some of the best strategies for dealing with 
animal damage are preventive. 

The “Internet Center for Wildlife 
Damage Management” (www.icwdm.org) 
is particularly useful in that regard but ex-
tension publication web sites (e.g. https://
www.uidaho.edu/extension/publica-
tions), the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game, and the Idaho office of the USDA 
Animal Plant Health Inspection service 
(APHIS) https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wild-
life-state-offices, are all good resources to 
get guidance on keeping vertebrates from 
interfering with forest management  
goals. 

Chris Schnepf is an area extension educa-
tor in forestry for the University of Idaho in 
Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai and Benewah 
counties. He can be reached at cschnepf@
uidaho.edu.

Rigid plastic mesh tubes are commonly 
used to prevent deer and elk damage to tree 
seedlings. 
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Ford F-150

*Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. $500 Exclusive Cash Reward on 
the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2023/2024/2025 Ford Maverick, Ranger, F-150, Super Duty or F-150 Lightning. This incentive is not available on Ranger 
Raptor®, F-150 Raptor, F-650® and F-750® Super Duty. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives.  
Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase or lease and take new  
retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by January 2, 2025. See your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: 
Claim in Smart VINCENT using #32286.

Visit FordRecognizesU.com/FarmBureau today for complete offer details!

Farm Bureau members receive a

$500 Exclusive  
Cash Reward*

toward an eligible new F-150®  Lightning® , 
Super Duty® , F-150, Ranger®  or Maverick® 

The Farm Bureau Exclusive Cash Reward* is now compatible with AXZD-Plans!
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Skyrocketing egg prices have reached record 
levels in some places, causing many consumers to wonder why. 

The short answer is bird flu, which has wreaked havoc on the 
nation’s supply of egg-laying hens. 

High egg prices have also led to chicken eggs becoming one of 
Idaho’s top agricultural commodities in terms of total farm-gate 
revenue.

From 2016 to 2021 in Idaho, the chicken egg category brought 
in between $30-50 million per year in farm-gate receipts. Farm-
gate receipts are what the farmer or rancher receives for their 
commodity. 

That made eggs a “medium” ag commodity in Idaho those 
years in terms of total farm-gate revenue. 

When egg prices first shot up in 2022, Idaho recorded $125 
million in farm-gate egg receipts, and in 2023 that total was $120 
million. 

USDA will release the official numbers for 2024 later this 
summer, but University of Idaho economists are estimating the 
number could be about $160 million. 

That means eggs could rank in the top 10 among Idaho ag 
commodities in terms of total farm-gate revenue, and possibly as 
high as No. 8. 

Eggs are currently selling at near-record levels across the U.S., 
leaving many consumers wondering what has caused them to 
spike.

“It’s definitely the bird flu for sure … and it’s across the country,” 
said Maria McIntyre, marketing manager for McIntyre Pastures in 
Caldwell, which sells about 5,000 dozen eggs a month directly to 
consumers through home delivery and an on-site retail store.

Fires at major egg-producing facilities in several states haven’t 
helped.

According to USDA’s weekly Egg Markets Overview on Jan. 
3, “In 2024, a combination of highly pathogenic avian influenza 
outbreaks and facility fires resulted in the loss of 39.9 million 
commercial table egg layers in 12 states….”

It appears high egg prices are a result of the usual suspect: tight 
supply and high demand.

According to USDA, 43 percent of the losses of egg-layers in 
2024 happened the last two months of the year, right when shell 
egg demand peaks, “resulting in record-high wholesale and retail 
prices.”

The USDA’s Jan. 10 Egg Markets Overview report had large egg 
shells selling at $8.97 per dozen in California. 

Demand for eggs has remained high since the holidays.
“Demand for shell eggs eased slightly in the immediate 

post-holiday period but remained atypically strong in contrast to 
past year trends when demand retreated from holiday highs into 
early January,” the Jan. 10 report states. 

Submitted photo
Farms that sell eggs directly to consumers, like McIntyre Pastures in 
Caldwell, shown here, have experienced increased demand as retail 
egg prices have taken off.

Why are egg 
prices so high?

“With more than 100 million birds 
affected … the current outbreak of 
highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) has been giving farmers 

and consumers headaches for 
nearly three years.”

− American Farm Bureau Federation  
Market Intel report
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MAKE THE CO-OP CHOICE

Precision agriculture,
fertilizer & seed

Propane, bulk fuel, oils
& lubricants

Farm supply, clothing,
boots, fencing & feed

McIntyre said McIntyre Pastures 
has not raised the price of their eggs, 
which has resulted in a large increase 
in customer demand.

“The demand is through the roof,” 
she said. 

Kaylee Tuning, co-owner of Bro-
ken Felloe Farms in Cascade, which 
sells about 300 dozen eggs a month 
directly to consumers, said demand 
for her farms’ eggs shoots up when 
the price of eggs at grocery stores 
increases significantly.

“We do see a higher demand when 
prices go up in the store,” she said.

Her farm has also not raised 
prices.

McIntyre Pastures has not been hit 
by bird flu and is being proactive to 
try to ensure it is not in the future, 
McIntyre said. That includes paying 
extra attention to things like feed 
rations to try to boost immunity and 
ensure their birds are as healthy as 
possible.

Just like a human, “The healthier 
the bird is, hopefully the less likely 

something would hit it,” she said. 
“We’re trying to be as cautious as we 
can.”

Broken Felloe Farms has also es-
caped bird flu, and it also takes steps 
to try to keep it that way. 

“We hope we never get hit,” Tun-
ing says. “We don’t lose sleep over 
it, but it is something we consider a 
lot.” 

According to a Nov. 15 Market In-
tel report by American Farm Bureau 
Federation, “With more than 100 
million birds affected … the current 
outbreak of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) has been giving 
farmers and consumers headaches 
for nearly three years.” 

It adds: “It is likely that egg prices 
will continue to show volatility relat-
ed to the impacts of HPAI.” 

RIGHT: Retail egg prices have reached 
record levels in some places, causing 
many consumers to wonder why. 

Submitted photo
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John Deere 6622 combine, 
222 header and trailer 
$5,000. obo. Stored inside.
Located in SE Idaho.Call or 
text Jon (208) 221 -2613.  

2024 Winkel Portable live-
stock loading chute. Kend-
all Koehn #208-431-0346 
koehnco@outlook.com

Sleep number queen flexfit 
bedframe with attachments. 
Used only 2 weeks. Asking 
$500 or best offer call or 
text 208-731-4181. 

Wood burning Snorkel stove 
for hot tub or water trough. 
$300.00 cash only. Good-
ing, ID  208-308-1537

Mobile Dimension Model 
127 VW Sawmill for sale.  
Rebuilt motor. Bonners 
Ferry. $10,000. Call 208-
267-7826

Wanted old Idaho Patches! 
Farm Bureau, Farming, 
Hunting, Idaho Cattlemen 
Assoc, Idaho Fish and 
Game. Top Dollar Paid! Call, 

email, or text pics.  Rusty 
Kramer idahotrapguy@hot-
mail.com 208-870-3217

I pay top dollar for any type 
antique advertising signs or 
promotional items. Will also 
buy complete estates or 
complete collections. Let me 
know what you have. I also 
do Classic Car appraisals 
and Antique appraisals. Call 
or Text Tom 208-867-9357 
I’m in Southern Idaho 

Wanted: WWI, WWII, and 
Vietnam war souvenirs 
(medals, daggers, flags, 
uniforms, etc.) Located in 
SE Idaho. Call or text 208-
201-3351 

Paying cash for old cork top 
embossed bottles and some 
telephone insulators as well 
as other vintage and antique 
items. Call Randy. Payette, 
Id. 208-740-0178.

Paying cash for unwanted 
fireworks, the older the 
better. I collect firecrackers, 
Roman candles, mortars 
and anything else aerial. I 
also buy old m-80s like fish 
and game used to hand out. 
Great way to repurpose old 

fireworks as they are disas-
sembled and used to create 
new ones.  
208-866-2112

4S Welding- Mobile welding 
for Bingham County and 
surrounding areas. Fencing, 
pipe, equipment repair, etc. 
Carbon and stainless, 20 
years of experience. Call 
Mike 208-680-7372.

Lake City Construction and 
Flooring. Here to help our 
neighbors in North Idaho 
with their new flooring and 
design. Vinyl, laminate, 
hardwood and engineered, 
we do it all. Commercial and 
Residential. Licensed and 

insured. Call for an estimate 
208-699-6534.

E&E Electric- Local Electri-
cal Business in Post Falls 
Idaho. We do Residential 
Commercial and Service 
work. Please call Eduard 
for free Estimates. 208-809-
6612

Attn: Farmers. Have a rock 
chuck problem? Retired and 
responsible, I put safety 
first. With 1,400 chucks shot 
in 2024 I’m deadly accurate. 
References available. Call 
or text Rick Weidner, 986-
888-7051. Donations are 
welcome. 

Classifieds
FARMING/EQUIPMENT

Free Classified ads for  
Idaho Farm Bureau Members

Send to knlindauer@idahofb.org

WANTED

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
Non-commercial classified ads are free to Idaho 

Farm Bureau members. Must include membership 
number for free ad. Forty (40) words maximum. 

Non-member cost is 50 cents per word. You may 
advertise your own crops, livestock, used machinery, 

household items, vehicles, etc. Ads will not be ac-
cepted by phone, Ads run one time only and must be 
re-submitted in each subsequent issue. We reserve 

the right to refuse to run any ad. Please type or print 
clearly. Proofread your ad. Ads must be received by 

February 17 for the March Producer.

Mail ad copy to:
FARM BUREAU PRODUCER

P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
or email Kristy at knlindauer@idahofb.org

SERVICES

FOR SALE
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TEE UP FORE
IDAHO FFA GOLF
TOURNAMENTS

SUPPORT THE FUTURESUPPORT THE FUTURE
OF AGRICULTURE &OF AGRICULTURE &
REGISTER TODAY!REGISTER TODAY!

Join us for a day with Idaho FFA, have fun, win exciting
prizes, and support our efforts to grow the next

generation of leaders who will change the world.

MAY 21, 2025MAY 21, 2025    || CANYON SPRINGS GOLF COURSE - TWIN FALLS|| CANYON SPRINGS GOLF COURSE - TWIN FALLS

JUNE 4, 2025JUNE 4, 2025    || UNIV. OF IDAHO GOLF COURSE - MOSCOW|| UNIV. OF IDAHO GOLF COURSE - MOSCOW

JUNE 18, 2025JUNE 18, 2025    || SHADOW VALLEY GOLF COURSE - BOISE|| SHADOW VALLEY GOLF COURSE - BOISE

JUNE 24, 2025JUNE 24, 2025    || SAND CREEK GOLF COURSE - IDAHO FALLS|| SAND CREEK GOLF COURSE - IDAHO FALLS

GROWIDAHOFFA.ORGGROWIDAHOFFA.ORG

EARLY BIRD CLOSES APRIL 30!




