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Pushing forward, with help from family, friends

Something for everyone at the 2024 
American Farm Bureau convention

Intention

Life has a way of challenging everyone, 
even the toughest and most talented 
among us. Sometimes, those crises that 

life throws at us can shake us to our very core.
During those times, sometimes all we can 

do is to keep pushing forward and resolve to 
find a way through.

It also helps to surround ourselves with 
a support group of friends and family who 
will stand with and encourage us as much as 
possible.

That was one of the main messages conveyed 
during Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s 84th 
annual meeting, which was held in Boise Dec. 
4-7. 

“Never give up. Never stop pushing,” Olym-
pic gold medalist Rulon Gardner told IFBF 
members during the conference. “Sometimes 
in life, things happen. You have to prepare for 
them and do your best.”

He should know. 
See SEARLE, page 7

Early in my professional career, a wise 
supervisor taught me a valuable lesson. 
During a team meeting, a few of us 

expressed concern about a directive we felt 
was unfair. 

In response, he made a simple but powerful 
remark. He asked us to consider the intention 
behind what we were asked before finding 
fault from our perspective. This was a pro-
found request, and it essentially meant that 
we should zoom out before zooming in on the 
issue.

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines 
intention as a determination to act in a certain 
way. 

Because human interaction is complex 
and nuanced, it is challenging to understand 
another's goals on a good day. Without un-
derstanding the intentions first, it can be darn 
near impossible.

The lessons of intention were taught to me 
earlier in life and have been reinforced contin-
ually in many subtle ways. A ready example 

See MILLER, page 6

I’m excited for the lineup at the 2024 
American Farm Bureau Convention as 
we explore New Frontiers together in Salt 

Lake City this Jan. 19-24. 
The convention has something for everyone.
Our general sessions will shine a spotlight 

on all the great work across Farm Bureau and 
celebrate the achievements of the next genera-
tion of leaders and entrepreneurs from events 

like the Ag Innovation Challenge to Young 
Farmer & Rancher competitions. 

Each general session will also feature in-
spiring keynotes that will help us look to the 
future.

On Sunday afternoon, we’ll hear from global 
futurist and best-selling author Jack Uldrich. 
While Uldrich can’t predict the future for our

See DUVALL, page 6
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COVER: American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall, 
center, addresses Idaho Farm Bureau Federation members Dec. 6 during 
IFBF’s 84th annual meeting. Joining him on stage during a “fireside chat” 
are IFBF President Bryan Searle, left, and Braden Jensen, IFBF’s director 
of government affairs. Idaho Farm Bureau Federation photo
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Photo by Sean Ellis
Wheat is harvested in a field near Ririe in 2022. Idaho set a record for 
total ag export value in 2022, according to USDA data. 

Idaho sets another 
record for ag export value

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Idaho set a record for total value of agricultural 
exports in 2022, according to USDA data released in late October. 
It was the third straight year the state set a record in that category.

According to a separate set of data released by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in early November, the state was on pace through the 
first nine months of 2023 to set another record for total ag export 
value.  

According to the USDA data, $2.89 billion worth of agricultural 
products from Idaho were exported to other countries in 2022. 
That was up 12 percent from the 2021 record of $2.57 billion and 
28 percent more than the $2.26 billion total in 2020, which was 
also a record at the time. 

“The monetary value of Idaho’s 2022 agricultural exports in-
creased by 12.3 percent, outpacing the overall U.S. increase of 10.4 
percent,” said Doug Robison, the Idaho president of AgWest Farm 
Credit. “Idaho’s export gains also outpaced the other Northwest 
states by a considerable margin.”

The Census Bureau data is released monthly and is based on 
what state a commodity is exported from, so it doesn’t capture all 
of Idaho’s farm product exports. 

For example, it doesn’t capture the wheat from Idaho that is 
exported out of Portland. But it does show trends and from a

See RECORD, page 11
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Photo by Jim Parker
Depredation from elk, deer and beaver has been a major concern for farmers and ranchers in Bear Lake County for many years. About 50 Bear 
Lake County farmers and ranchers recently met with Idaho Department of Fish and Game employees to discuss the issue.

MONTPELIER – Dozens 
of Bear Lake County farmers 
and ranchers had a direct and 
frank discussion with Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game 
employees Nov. 27 about wildlife 
depredation occurring in the 
region. 

About 50 people, almost all 
of them farmers and ranchers, 
attended the meeting, which was 
organized by Bear Lake Coun-
ty Farm Bureau and included 
several IDFG regional represen-
tatives. 

Damage to farms and ranches 
by elk, deer and beavers has been 

an ongoing problem for years in 
the county, said rancher Albert 
Johnson, president of Bear Lake 
County Farm Bureau.

While sportsmen have offered 
input to fish and game on wild-
life issues in the region, farmers 
and ranchers here feel their 
voices and concerns haven’t been 
heard as much and that’s what 
led to the meeting, Johnson said.  

“Farmers and ranchers don’t 
have a voice, it seems, equal 
to the amount of depredation 
they’ve sustained and the re-
sources they’ve put into wildlife,” 
he said. “We felt farmers and 

Farmers, 
ranchers discuss 

depredation with 
fish and game

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation
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other landowners needed to have a direct 
contact voice with fish and game.”

During the meeting, fish and game em-
ployees had a fluid, back-and-forth conver-
sation with landowners about depredation 
problems in the region. 

“There was communication that went 
both ways,” Johnson said. “There were a lot 
of gaps … that were closed.”

For example, he said, a lot of farmers 
and ranchers in that region didn’t know 
about certain opportunities available for 
addressing problems caused by beaver. 
And, at the suggestion of landowners, he 
said, fish and game officials realized some 
things they can potentially do preemptive-
ly to try to control wildlife depredation 
problems before they get out of hand.

Johnson said people representing every 
part of the valley ended up participating in 
the meeting. 

“I thought it was a pretty profitable 
session,” he said. “We received a lot of 
feedback from ranchers, a lot of phone 
calls after the meeting thanking us for that 
opportunity.”

During the meeting, fish and game 
employees went over the different re-
sources available to landowners to help 
them address wildlife depredation issues. 
For example, there are special hunts that 
can be held in certain areas experiencing 
significant depredation. That includes 
landowner permission hunts and special 
depredation hunts.

If all else fails, landowners can apply for 
reimbursement for depredation-related 
losses through a claims process. 

“These are challenging issues and 
sometimes we can’t 100 percent solve it,” 
said Zach Lockyer, IDFG’s regional wildlife 
populations manager. “It’s hard on you 
guys. We recognize that. That’s where the 
claims process comes in, to reimburse you 
for your losses.”

Beaver are not covered under that claims 
program, however, and fish and game 
employees described resources available to 
landowners to address problems caused by 
beaver.

“There is quite a problem with beavers,

not only in the canyon but in the meadows 
as well,” Johnson said.

“Beavers are kind of the bane of my 
existence right now,” said Kolby White, a 
senior conservation officer with IDFG. “As 
soon as you (see) there are beavers starting 
to do something, let me know and I can do 
something about it.”

Asked about wolves, Lockyer said 
although there have been sightings in the 
area, the predators are not established in 
the region.

“We’re under the mindset of when, not 
if, they get here,” he said. “We’re set up to 
not allow a high volume…of wolves to get 
established here.”

Fish and game employees told meeting 
participants they have received the mes-
sage about the wildlife depredation issues 
in the area and will do what they can to 
help landowners address them.

“We do feel your guys’ pain and suffer-
ing when you are going through some-
thing,” said White. 

Lockyer told Idaho Farm Bureau Fed-
eration later he felt good about how the 
meeting went.

“It was a good opportunity for us to 
engage with a group that we don’t get to sit 
down with as often,” he said. “There were 
good questions, good dialogue and I hope 
we get future opportunities to engage with 
that group again.” 

Photo by Sean Ellis
Regional representatives of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game discuss wildlife depredation issues with about 50 farmers and ranchers in 
Montpelier Nov. 27. Bear Lake County Farm Bureau President Albert Johnson, left, moderated the discussion. 

“These are challenging issues and sometimes we 
can’t 100 percent solve it. It’s hard on you guys. We 
recognize that.”
- Zach Lockyer, IDFG regional wildlife populations manager
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Continued from page 2

of intention to me is the relationship between horse and rider.
In my experience, a horse that trusts its rider will always give 

more effort and heart than a horse that reacts out of fear of its 
rider. 

When a rider approaches a horse intending to work together 
as a team, the horse learns that it doesn't need to understand the 
reason behind all the asks the rider may make of it. 

Exceptional horses trust their riders with their health and safe-
ty. This trust comes from the rider clearly outlining their intention 
for the horse and rider to achieve a task while ensuring the horse's 
safety in the process. 

Horses that do not understand that their rider's intentions are 

good tend to offer less effort because they feel the need to con-
serve energy to protect themselves from danger due to their lack 
of trust in their rider's intentions.

DUVALL

MILLER

Continued from page 2

farms and ranches, he can help us prepare 
for it. 

He will challenge us to look beyond 
what we can see today and anticipate 
what’s around the corner for agriculture so 
that we can succeed together.

We’ll close out our annual convention 
hearing from best-selling author and for-
mer associate athletic director of student 
counseling at the University of Michigan, 
Greg Harden. 

Over his career, he has counseled more 
than 400 student athletes who went on to 
careers in professional sports. You may 
have heard of a few of his former students, 
such as Tom Brady, Michael Phelps and 
Desmond Howard. 

I am sure his message about coaching 
and mentorship will be timely for all of us 
and inspire us as we head into a new year.

But you won’t have to wait for the gener-
al sessions to explore engaging content and 
enjoy fellowship across the Farm Bureau 
family at the annual convention. 

From farm tours to the Trade Show 
Experience, activities will already be in full 
swing for all on Saturday.

The national Program and Education 
Committee will be hosting their Com-
municate, Collaborate, and Influence 
(CCI) training again this year. The entire 
program is open to any Farm Bureau 

member interested in connecting with 
consumers and sharing agriculture’s story 
more broadly. 

They’ll be kicking things off Saturday 
afternoon with an inspiring message 
from the Cowboy Coach, Jon Anderson, 
who will share how faith and family has 
carried him through, both on the farm and 
beyond.

The Trade Show Experience will con-
tinue to be a busy hub all weekend long, 
so you’ll want to plan to spend extra time 
checking out all the exciting events there 
this year. 

We’ve got a full lineup planned at the 
Cultivation Center Stage. To name a few 
folks you will see there ... Tara Vander 
Dussen and Natalie Kovarik will be back 
with a live recording of their popular Dis-
cover Ag podcast. 

Amanda Nigg, better known as the 
FarmFitMomma, will join us to talk about 
the connection between mental health and 
physical wellbeing, and her wellness jour-
ney in the agriculture community. 

We’ve also got a great lineup of pan-
els and fireside chats planned, covering 
topics from engaging Gen Z consumers 
to strengthening links across the supply 
chain. 

You also won’t want to miss the live Fi-
nal Four competitions for the Ag Innova-
tion Challenge and the YF&R Discussion 
Meet.

If you notice a few barks when you’re 
walking around the Trade Show, you don’t 
need to have your hearing checked. We’re 
welcoming back the always popular and 
entertaining Purina Show Dogs. 

They’re a favorite for my grandkids for 
sure! These show dogs will join us on Sat-
urday to help celebrate the important role 
our four-legged friends play on the farm. 

Then, at our general session main stage, 
one top farm dog will be named the new 
Farm Dog of the Year. In the meantime, 
you can vote for the People’s Choice Pup 
on our social media channels.

Now, I’ve only been able to give a snap-
shot of all we’ve got in store at the 2024 
American Farm Bureau Convention. 

You can be sure we’ll have all our 
hallmark Farm Bureau events—from the 
Sunrise Service hosted by the Women’s 
Leadership Committee to the Foundation 
Flapjack Fundraiser. 

Plus, our team of policy experts and 
economists will provide insights on the 
policies and perspectives affecting your 
farms, ranches and agribusinesses for the 
next year and beyond with informative 
and engaging workshops throughout the 
weekend.

I hope you’ll visit the event website – 
annualconvention.fb.org – to learn more 
about these events and everything else we 
have planned for you as we get ready to 
explore new frontiers in Salt Lake City! 

‘It is fascinating how we 
can swiftly comprehend the 
intentions of government 

representatives by observing 
their actions.’
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Continued from page 2

Following his improbable gold medal victory over possible the 
greatest wrestler of all time – Russian Aleksandr Karelin – during 
the 2000 Olympics, Gardner came out on the surviving side of 
two incidents that nearly cost him his life. 

[See page 8 for a story about the convention and Gardner’s 
near-fatal accidents.]

Idaho Farm Bureau members also heard from other speakers 
during the conference about the importance of determination 
during crisis times, when ob-
stacles seem insurmountable.

One of the main pieces of 
advice they gave was the im-
portance of having a superior 
support system during those 
times. 

While that will mean dif-
ferent things to each person, 
the Farm Bureau family itself 
can serve as a support system 
during such trying times. 

My family benefited greatly from support from fellow Farm Bu-
reau members when we almost lost a son who was gravely injure 
after getting t-boned in his vehicle at an intersection back in 2014. 

Though life-flighted to the hospital and given no chance of 
living by doctors, he miraculously is here today.

That son, Ray, now serves as state chairman of IFBF’s Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Committee ,and Ray himself, during our 
organization’s recent meeting, encouraged others to keep pushing 
when things seem nearly impossible.

“I had a lot of support. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have been able to 
do it,” he said during the conference.

The Farm Bureau family is full of people from many different 
backgrounds and with many different talents and it was wonder-
ful to see those on full display during our recent annual meeting. 

For the first time, a Young Farmers and Ranchers conference 
was held in conjunction with IFBF’s annual meeting.

Young producers – those between the ages of 18 and 35 – were 
encouraged to learn from more experienced mentors who are 
Farm Bureau members. 

The organization has plenty of men and women who have been 
there and done that and can offer sound personal and professional 
advice that is based on real-life experience.

YF&R members were also encouraged to take advantage of the 
many opportunities the Farm Bureau organization offers people 
to become better educated and to serve.

The centerpiece of the IFBF 
annual meeting, of course, is to 
develop policies that support 
our state and its farmers and 
ranchers. 

Voting delegates from all 
the state’s county Farm Bureau 
organizations come together to 
debate and vote on proposed 
policies that have been devel-

oped at the grassroots level by actual agricultural producers.
Those proposed policies that pass the scrutiny of the delegate 

body are added to the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation policy book. 
This books contains our organization’s marching orders and 

serves as our guide during Idaho’s legislative process and through-
out the year. 

The reason Farm Bureau is so strong is because we are an or-
ganization that operates from the ground up. “From the Ground 
Up,” by the way, was the theme of the YF&R part of the confer-
ence this year.

During our recent annual meeting, we were blessed to welcome 
Zippy Duvall, a good friend and president of American Farm 
Bureau Federation. 

It was great to have our old friend in Idaho again and he made a 
point of letting members know that the true power of this organi-
zation lies in the county Farm Bureaus. 

SEARLE

‘The reason Farm Bureau is 
so strong is because we are 

an organization that operates 
from the ground up.’

Are our human relationships that different? 
It is fascinating how we can swiftly comprehend the intentions 

of government representatives by observing their actions. 
Some appear to have all the answers already prepared, and it 

seems they intend to impose their own beliefs and ideologies on 
all citizens, expecting them to comply without question. 

If anyone opposes their ideas or tactics, these individuals resort 
to bullying, demeaning, and dictating demands to their peers and 
constituents.

Others' intentions are to be in the spotlight and they will do all 
in their power to elbow and jostle to the front of every camera and 
reporter possible. These individuals find fault easily both in the 
efforts of legislation and even in the personality of their rivals. 

These individuals quickly say what is wrong but often struggle 
to offer real solutions in their perpetual campaign speeches.

Still others offer intentions to serve their constituents and the 
people of Idaho. They may not always be right, they may not al-
ways agree, and they may not even be likable. However, these are 
the ones that will at least listen and try to understand. 

These are the ones I deeply respect because they are the ones 
who will do the hard work to do the right thing regardless of 
the noise and insults. These people have intentions that are pure 
enough to be trusted even when they occasionally fail.

May we all watch the antics and efforts of our elected officials. 
We can all do our part to consider their intentions. 
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BOISE – Olympic gold medalist Rulon 
Gardner, who did the seemingly impossi-
ble during the 2000 Olympics, was a key-
note speaker during Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 84th annual meeting. 

“There are no better people in this world 
than farmers,” Gardner said during the 
convention, which attracted 450 Farm 
Bureau members from around the state. 
“This is probably the best time I’ve ever 
had speaking at a convention.”

Gardner, who grew up on a Wyoming 
dairy farm, achieved instant fame when he 
defeated Greco-Roman wrestling legend 
Aleksandr Karelin in the gold medal match 
during the Sydney Olympics. 

Karelin, known as the Russian Bear, was 
a living legend, having already won three 
Olympic and nine world championship 
gold medals. 

Before the match, Karelin had not lost 
in 13 years and no one had even scored 
a point on him in the past seven years of 
international competition. He was con-
sidered a lock for the gold medal in 2000 
and Gardner’s win is considered one of the 
greatest upsets in Olympic history. 

During the Farm Bureau convention, 
Gardner gave a spellbinding and often-
times humorous recount of his life and 
the events leading up to his match with 
Karelin. 

Gardner credited his time spent on the 
family farm for his determination and 
work ethic – “I didn’t fear hard work. My

life was spent working hard on the farm” – 
and he encouraged people to continue to 
persevere and never give up.

Following his Olympic victory, Gardner 
later survived two potentially fatal inci-
dents, one involving a snowmobile and the 
other a plane crash. 

“Never give up. Never stop pushing,” 
Gardner told Idaho Farm Bureau mem-
bers. “Sometimes in life, things happen. 
You have to prepare for them and do your 
best.”

His advice fit well into the overall theme 
of the Farm Bureau convention, which was 
held Dec. 4-7 in Boise and focused a lot on 
encouraging people to keep pushing, even 
when times are tough and obstacles seem 
insurmountable. 

Bingham County farmer Ray Searle, 
chairman of IFBF’s Young Farmers and 
Ranchers organization, recounted the time 
his vehicle was t-boned at an intersection 
by another vehicle and he was transported 
by helicopter to a hospital and then given 
no chance to live. 

After 20 surgeries and a lot of rehab, he 
did recover and he credited his turnaround 
to the family and friends who stood by 
him and supported him. 

“I had a lot of support. Otherwise, I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it,” Searle 
said. 

Fighting back emotions, IFBF President 
Bryan Searle, Ray’s father, said, “Moral of 
the story is, you can do hard things. I don’t 
care who you are. You can do hard things. 
It’s a story about a miracle.”

Bryan Searle also told convention par-
ticipants that Farm Bureau is a strong or-
ganization with a lot of tools that can help 
agricultural producers prepare for tough 
times and succeed in their professional and 
personal lives.

Experienced farmers and ranchers are 
one of those tools and can act as mentors 
for younger agricultural producers, he 
said. 

“Pick out mentors you can learn from, 
talk to them, ask them questions, learn 
from their experience,” Bryan Searle said. 

For the first time, a Young Farmers and 

Gold medalist 
Rulon Gardner 

speaks at 
Farm Bureau 
convention

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Olympic wrestling gold medalist Rulon Gardner was a keynote 
speaker during Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s 84th annual meeting, 

which was held Dec. 4-7 in Boise. Idaho Farm Bureau Federation photos

“Never give up. Never stop pushing. 
Sometimes in life, things happen. You have 

to prepare for them and do your best.”
- Rulon Gardner, Olympic Gold Medalist
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Ranchers convention was held in conjunc-
tion with the IFBF annual meeting. 

That event included young producers 
from the ages of 18 to 35 and they were 
encouraged to take full advantage of the 
educational and networking opportunities 
offered by Idaho Farm Bureau Federation, 
the state’s largest general farm organiza-
tion, which represents about 11,000 farm-
ers and ranchers around Idaho.

“Take advantage of the opportunities 
YF&R provides you to be a leader because 
you can be a good leader,” Bryan Searle 
told YF&R conference participants.

Nathan Ogden, who was the keynote 
speaker during the YF&R part of the con-
vention, told participants they can do the 
seemingly improbable if they dig in and 
commit to achieving it. 

Ogden, a paraplegic who broke his neck 
during a skiing accident, said people need 
to first figure out what their purpose is and 
then surround themselves with a support 
system, quit making excuses and push 
themselves to achieve their goals.

Supporting others and in turn being 
supported by them is the key, he said.

“That’s what the whole point of this 
Farm Bureau community is, to help each 
other,” Ogden said. “I feel sorry for the 
ones that aren’t part of this Farm Bureau 
organization because they don’t have this 
kind of support.”

American Farm Bureau Federation Pres-
ident Zippy Duvall visited Idaho to attend 
the IFBF conference and told members 
he is happiest when he’s out amongst the 
Farm Bureau family.

“The thing I enjoy the most is getting 
out to the states and meeting the grass-
roots,” he said. “It is humbling, it’s an 
honor and privilege to be with you.”

Duvall also said that while many 
challenges face the nation’s farmers and 
ranchers, “American agriculture is in a 
really good position … to move into the 
future and take on the new frontiers. The 
rest of the world is in a lot worse shape in 
agriculture.”

The main purpose of the annual IFBF 
meeting is to pass policy that supports 
the state’s agricultural industry. Voting 
delegates from all of Idaho’s county Farm 
Bureau organizations voted on proposed

policies during the convention’s House of 
Delegates session. 

Delegates, who are all farmers or 
ranchers, discussed, debated and voted 
on a wide array of proposed policies, 
everything from water to wolves to grizzly 
bears, dams, crop and livestock issues, 
education, the state’s open range law and 
taxes.

The policies are initiated at the county 
Farm Bureau level, discussed and vetted 

there, and then discussed, debated and 
voted on during the House of Delegates 
session. 

Policies that pass muster are included 
in IFBF’s policy book, which contains the 
organization’s marching orders throughout 
the year.

“This is your harvest,” IFBF Chief Exec-
utive Officer Zak Miller said in reference 
to the policy portion of the conference. 

TOP: Delegates from all of Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s county Farm Bureau organizations 
discussed policy proposals during IFBF’s annual meeting, which was held Dec. 4-7 in Boise.
ABOVE: Idaho Farm Bureau Federation county Farm Bureau presidents Val Hammond (Fremont) 
and Shaun Blaser (Madison) discuss an issue during IFBF’s 84th annual meeting.
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He also reminded meeting participants that Idaho Farm Bureau 
exists to empower agriculture. “That is our mandate. That is our 
job.”

Bryan Searle encouraged members to become or stay involved 
when it comes to ensuring common-sense laws supporting agri-
culture are passed and not ones that hinder the industry.

“If we don’t take part and get involved, guess who makes those 
laws?” he said. The answer: people who may not have the indus-
try’s best interests in mind. “The key is, we have to be involved … 
We won’t have an influence if we stay home and complain.”

“Let’s move forward … and let’s become involved,” Searle said. 
“It’s critical that we pass sound policy that will keep us in business 
as we move forward.” 

During the conference, Todd Argall, CEO of Farm Bureau Mu-
tual Insurance Co. of Idaho, told participants membership within 
the organization reached an all-time high of 81,752 in 2023. That 
was a year-over-year increase of 4 percent.

“Farm Bureau insurance is strong and we’re preparing for the 
future,” he said, adding that maintaining the strong relationship 
between IFBF and the insurance company is a major goal. “A 

strong Farm Bureau insurance company leads to a strong Farm 
Bureau federation and a strong Farm Bureau federation leads to a 
strong Farm Bureau insurance company.” 

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation photo
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation President Bryan Searle, left, receives a Navigator Award from American Farm Bureau Federation Vice President 
Scott Vanderwal in December. The award is given to state Farm Bureau organizations that meet membership goals. Membership within the IFBF 
organization reached an all-time high of 81,752 in 2023, a 4 percent increase over 2022.

Idaho Farm Bureau Federation voting delegates Dennis Lincoln, right, 
Patrick Fields, center, and Shane Alder discuss a policy issue during 
IFBF’s 84th annual meeting.
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RECORD
Continued from page 3

percentage standpoint, matches closely with USDA data that is 
released annually in the fall. 

The USDA data captures more of the state’s farm exports but 
it is not as timely as the Census Bureau data. However, both sets 
of data match closely when it comes to percentage increased and 
decreases.Both sets of data show that Idaho’s agricultural exports 
are on the rise and in record territory. 

According to the recently released Census Bureau data, Idaho 
ag export value through the third quarter of 2023 totaled $893 
million, which was 5 percent more than the 2022 total of $849 
million during the same period. 

The Idaho record for ag export value, according to the Census 
Bureau data, is $1.13 billion, set in 2022. 

Much of Idaho’s gain in total ag export value in 2022 was 
achieved due to higher commodity prices. In 2023, prices for 
many of Idaho’s top agricultural commodities are down signifi-
cantly compared with 2022, which means the 2023 gains are due 
more to volume increases. 

Farm-level dairy prices hit record levels last year and led Idaho’s 
ag export value gains in 2022. In 2023, dairy prices are much low-
er and it’s other ag categories that are leading the gains. 

According to the USDA data, a record $714 million worth of 
dairy products from Idaho were exported to other nations in 
2022. 

In 2023, according to the Census Bureau data, Idaho dairy 
export value is down significantly. But other categories are up 
substantially. 

That includes the processed vegetable category, which includes 
frozen potato products such as French fries. 

The fresh vegetable category, which is largely potatoes, is also 
up and a lot of that increase is related to the entire Mexico market 
being open for the first time to fresh U.S. potatoes. 

The U.S. Census Bureau data shows Idaho exports to Mexico in 
the prepared vegetables category, which largely consists of frozen 
potato products, totaled $55 million through the first nine months 
of 2023. That is up 259 percent compared with the same period 
last year.

Referring to the recent opening of the entire Mexico market to 
U.S. fresh potatoes, National Potato Council CEO Kam Quarles 
recently told Idaho potato growers: “The news has been increas-
ingly positive for a market that you just couldn’t imagine five years 
ago would be open to us. It’s a great thing for the industry.”

“It is a huge market,” Idaho Potato Commission CEO Jamey 
Higham told Idaho potato farmers Nov. 15 in Idaho Falls during 
the IPC’s annual Big Idaho Potato Harvest Meeting. “Mexico, I 
think, is our best opportunity for growth this year.”

Dairy, at $714 million, was the state’s top ag export in terms of 
value in 2022, according to the USDA data. 

Idaho also exported a record $307 million worth of beef and 
veal products in 2022, and $385 million worth of wheat.

A record $187 million worth of fresh vegetables from Idaho 
were exported in 2022, as well as a record $321 million worth of 
processed vegetables. Both those categories include potatoes. 

Idaho exported a record $161 million worth of feeds and other 
feed grains last year, as well as $73 million worth of processed 
grain products. 

The USDA data shows Idaho exported a record $1.75 billion 
worth of plant products in 2022 and a record $1.15 billion worth 
of animal products. 

The Census Bureau data show that through the first nine 
months of 2023, Canada is the top market for Idaho ag exports. 
Idaho exported $288 million worth of ag products to Canada 
through the third quarter, up 6 percent compared with the same 
period in 2022. 

Mexico through the third quarter of 2023 is the state’s No. 2 ag 
export market ($186 million, up 54 percent), followed by China 
($83 million, down 14 percent) and Japan ($51 million, up 15 
percent). 

Country Chuckles
By Jonny Hawkins
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

BOISE – Several awards were presented during Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation’s 84th annual meeting, which was held Dec. 4-7 
in Boise.

IFBF’s most prestigious award went to Robert and Linda Rider 
of Coeur d’Alene.

The Riders were presented with the Idaho Farm Bureau Fed-
eration President’s Cup Award, the organization’s highest honor, 
which goes to a person or individuals who have committed them-
selves to promoting agriculture. 

The Riders’ ranching operation centers around agritourism and 
providing the public a little taste of the ranching lifestyle. That 
includes guided trail rides with dinner, family barn nights, horse-
drawn wagon rides, children’s birthday parties and other group 
events.

Rider Ranch began incorporating agritourism into its operation 
almost 40 years ago, said Lida Rider.

“We’re done lots of those (types of events) over lots of years,” 
she said. 

“We get people from all over the United States,” Rider added.” 
We get to share a little bit of north Idaho with them and a little 
bit of what family ranching might look like. They always want to 
know how you live and what you do, so it’s fun to be able to share 
that with them.”

While presenting the award, IFBF President Bryan Searle 
described the Riders as “dedicated, hard-working servants. We 
appreciate who you are and what you represent.”

They have spent many years involved with IFBF and Koote-
nai-Shoshone County Farm Bureau.

“I have this passion that people should understand where their 
food comes from and Farm Bureau has been a great avenue for 
me to be able to do that,” Linda Rider said. 

For the first time, IFBF presented Defender of Agriculture 
awards. They went to Sen. Jim Guthrie, R-McCammon, and Rep. 
Jason Monks, R-Meridian. 

“We are so grateful to them,” said IFBF Vice President of Gov-
ernmental Affairs Russ Hendricks. “When the chips were down, 
they did not shrink. They really stood up and defended agricul-
ture.” 

“It should be me thanking you,” Guthrie told Farm Bureau 
members after receiving the award. “Having Farm Bureau support 
when you’re running legislation is incredible. Thank you for ev-
erything you do to keep Idaho, Idaho.”

“There are very few organizations out there that support con-
servative values like Idaho Farm Bureau,” Monks said. “You guys 
do such a valuable service. Thank you so much for what you do. 
We won’t be Idaho without you.”

Braxton and Jamie Crapo, who farm in Parker, were presented 
with IFBF’s Achiever Award, which recognizes young farmers or 
ranchers who have excelled in their farming or ranching opera-

Awards presented during IFBF annual meeting 

TOP: Sen. Jim Guthrie, R-McCammon, addressed Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation members during the organization’s 84th annual meeting. 
Guthrie was presented with a Defender of Agriculture award. 
MIDDLE: Robert and Linda Rider, center, of Coeur d’Alene were 
presented with the Idaho Farm Bureau Federation President’s Cup 
Award, the organization’s highest honor, which goes to a person or 
individuals who have committed themselves to promoting agriculture. 
Presenting the award Dec. 6 in Boise are IFBF President Bryan Searle, 
right, and IFBF Vice President Richard Durrant.
ABOVE: Kevin and Shelby Andrus, who ranch in Lava Hot Springs, 
received IFBF’s Excellence in Agriculture Award, which spotlights 
young Farm Bureau members. 
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation photos
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tion and honed their leadership abilities.
Achiever award contestants are evaluated on a combination of 

their farming operation’s grown and financial progress and their 
leadership both within Farm Bureau and outside of the organiza-
tion. 

Contestants give a presentation to a panel of judges, who ask 
them questions.

Kevin and Shelby Andrus, who ranch in Lava Hot Springs, 
received IFBF’s Excellence in Agriculture Award, which spotlights 
young Farm Bureau members who are agricultural enthusiasts 
but have not earned a majority of their income from an owned 
production agriculture enterprise in the past three years.

Competitors for the Excellence award are judged based on their 
understanding of ag issues as well as their leadership experiences 
and achievements. 

The Achiever and Excellence awards are both part of IFBF’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers program, which is open to Farm 

Bureau members between the ages of 18 and 35. 
Cole Lickley, who ranches in Wapello, won IFBF’s annual 

Discussion Meet, which helps young producers hone their public 
speaking and problem-solving skills during a competition that is 
meant to simulate a committee meeting rather than a debate.

The contestants, who moderate themselves and engage each 
other in a cooperative manner, discuss a pre-selected topic and 
are judged based on constructive criticism, cooperation and 
communication. 

The winners of the Achiever and Excellence awards and the 
Discussion Meet will compete during the American Farm Bureau 
Federation annual conference in Salt Lake City in January.

A special Collegiate Discussion Meet, which featured stu-
dents from University of Idaho, College of Southern Idaho and 
BYU-Idaho, was won by Rachel Wandell, a student at U of I. 

In both Discussion Meets, dozens of people participated at the 
district and state level. 

LEFT TOP: During its 84th annual meeting, Idaho Farm Bureau 
Federation presented awards to Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. 
of Idaho agents. IFBF’s Agent Recognition Program is designed to 
recognize Idaho Farm Bureau insurance agents who do an outstanding 
job of gaining new associate and regular members, retaining current 
members, and engaging with county Farm Bureaus to promote the 
Idaho Farm Bureau organization. The 2023 Agent of the Year award 
went to Matt Anderson, third from left, Rookie of the Year Award went 
to Brittney Smith, and Manager of the Year Award went to Ben Rae, 
second from right. Presenting the awards here are IFBF President 
Bryan Searle, right, IFBF CEO Zak Miller, left, and Todd Argall, CEO of 
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. of Idaho.
LEFT MIDDLE: Cole Lickley, who ranches in Wapello, won Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation’s annual Discussion Meet, which helps young 
producers hone their public speaking and problem-solving skills 
during a competition that is meant to simulate a committee meeting 
rather than a debate. He is shown here competing in the final round 
of the event.
LEFT: Rep. Jason Monks, R-Meridian, is presented with an Idaho 
Farm Bureau Federation Defender of Agriculture award during the 
organization’s 84th annual meeting. Presenting the award are Russ 
Hendricks, right, IFBF’s vice president of governmental affairs, and 
IFBF President Bryan Searle.
ABOVE: Braxton and Jamie Crapo, who farm in Parker, were presented 
with IFBF’s Achiever Award, which recognizes young farmers or 
ranchers who have excelled in their farming or ranching operation 
and honed their leadership abilities. Presenting the award are IFBF 
President Bryan Searle, right, IFBF Vice President Richard Durrant, 
second from right, Ray Searle, second from left, chairman of IFBF’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee, and Mitchell Searle, left, a 
member of the YF&R Committee.
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By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

MOSCOW, Idaho – Construction is underway on a $14 million 
facility that will house University of Idaho’s meat science program 
and provide the space it needs to continue to grow.

Hundreds of people involved in the state’s livestock and meat 
industry attended an Oct. 14 groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new facility. 

“Today’s crowd size is a real testament to the excitement for this 
project,” said Michael Parrella, dean of the university’s College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences. “This is a transformational facility.”

The 12,750-square foot meat science laboratory will be four 

times the size of the current facility that houses the university’s 
meat science program.

It will be called the Meat Science and Innovation Center 
Honoring Ron Richard in honor of the man who is credited with 
building the program into what it is today.

The old facility, which is a USDA-inspected facility, was built in 
the 1960s. 

The new one will be a modern meat processing facility designed 
to allow teaching, research, outreach, service and production to 
occur simultaneously, said U of I meat scientist Matthew Doumit, 
a senior associate dean at CALS. 

“The facility will be incredible,” he said. “What happens inside 
will be even more special.”

University of Idaho photos
University of Idaho’s College of Agricultural and Life Sciences held a groundbreaking ceremony Oct. 14 for the construction of the Meat Science 
and Innovation Center Honoring Ron Richard.

U of I breaks ground on $14 
million meat science facility
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He said the center will provide a space 
for youth, students and the community 
to learn about the livestock and meat 
industries and apply that knowledge. In 
addition, livestock producers in the region 
can have their animals processed there 
under USDA inspection, allowing them to 
direct-market their products. 

Employees from all segments of the 
meat supply chain will train there.

“Cutting edge research in meat quality, 
safety and product innovation will happen 
here,” said Doumit, who helped grow the 
program along with Richard, who passed 
away five years ago. 

Under Richard’s guidance, the program 
grew to new heights, Doumit said. 

“What really became a limiter was the 
facility,” he said. “Our current facility really 
has one processing area. You really are 
limited in what you can do in that facility 
because of the antiquated design and spac-
ing limitation as well. We’ve really grown 
the program and certainly outgrown the 
existing facility.” 

The meat science program is currently 
doing great work at the old facility but the 
new one will allow that work to expand, 
Doumit said.

“This new facility will allow teaching, 
outreach, public service activities, industry 
workforce training and research to all hap-
pen at the same time essentially,” he said. 
“It’s going to be a magnificent facility.” 

The U of I’s meat science program also 
provides a lot of outreach to industry. For 
example, since 2015 it has been conducting 
regular workshops for meat-cutters and 
meat processing workers employed by 
WinCo Foods. 

“One of the major problems in the 
industry is finding well-trained people and 
keeping them engaged in the industry and 
that’s part of where we come in,” Doumit 
said. 

University of Idaho meat science pro-
gram graduates have a 100 percent job 
placement rate, according to the university.

Ron Richard was the face of U of I’s 
meat science program and Vandal Brands 
Meats for three decades. His presence has 
been felt in Idaho’s livestock and meat in-
dustry for many years, according to people 
involved in the industry.

Several of his family members attended 
the groundbreaking. 

“Ron Richard shared a wealth of meat 
and livestock industry knowledge … with 

literally thousands of people, from youth at 
livestock shows or meat judging contests, 
to students, meat processors, livestock 
producers, community members and 
colleagues,” Doumit said. “He left a legacy 
of hard work, professionalism, innovation, 
mentoring, service, and Vandal pride that 
will continue to be hallmarks of the Meat 
Science and Innovation Center Honoring 
Ron Richard.”

“What I learned about meat science I 
learned in Ron’s class,” Jerome rancher 
Laurie Lickley, former president of the 
Idaho Cattle Association, said during the 
groundbreaking ceremony.

There are 8,100 cattle operations in 
Idaho and cattle and calves is the state’s 
No. 2 agricultural commodity in terms 
of total farm-gate revenue. Idaho has 2.5 
million head of cattle and the state’s cattle 
and calves sector brought in a record $1.9 
billion in farm-gate revenue in 2022. 

“Today’s groundbreaking was merely a 
vision when I was president of the Idaho 
Cattle Association back in 2016 that today 
becomes a reality, and in honor of our dear 
friend Ron Richard,” Lickley said … “On 
behalf of Idaho’s ranching families and the 
entire beef industry, we say thank you.” 

The new facility, which is slated to be 
completed in fall 2025, is located across 
from the university’s new Seed Potato 
Germplasm Laboratory.

“We’re standing here at the intersection 
of what I fondly refer to as ‘Meat and 
Potatoes Avenue’ … and who can’t get 
excited about meat and potatoes, a funda-
mental part of Idaho agriculture and our 
state’s economy,” Parrella said during the 
groundbreaking ceremony. 

“We’re standing here at the intersection of what I fondly 
refer to as ‘Meat and Potatoes Avenue’ … and who can’t 

get excited about meat and potatoes, a fundamental part 
of Idaho agriculture and our state’s economy.”

- Michael Parrella, dean, U of I College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

LEFT: Hundreds of people from across 
Idaho attended an Oct. 14 groundbreaking 
ceremony for University of Idaho’s new, $14 
million Meat Science and Innovation Center 
Honoring Ron Richard.
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A CREP field in Cassia County. 
Photo by Carolyn Firth

Enrollment dips in 
Idaho CREP program

By Steve Stuebner
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Water savings through reduced ground-
water pumping in the Eastern Snake 
Plain Aquifer (ESPA) region are 

needed more than ever in this rapidly growing 
area with some of the most productive farmland 
in the state.  
The latest findings on water volume showed the 
Lake Erie-sized groundwater aquifer has dropped 
to approximately 4.25 million acre-feet of water, 
compared to a temporary high of 7.1 million 
acre-feet of water in 2020, according to the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources. 

The current volume in the ESPA is the second 
lowest level since the historic low in the drought 
year of 2016. 

Idaho’s Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP), first started in fiscal 2006, 
is specifically designed to reduce groundwater 
withdrawals from the ESPA. It’s one of many ini-
tiatives currently underway to reduce pumping 
and restore the aquifer to a sustainable level. 

Estimates indicate the ESPA is over-drafted by 
approximately 200,000 acre-feet per year.  

CREP is a partnership program between the 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the state 
of Idaho that provides incentive payments to 
farmers to idle marginal farmland and conserve 
groundwater. 

In Idaho, the state works with the Idaho De-
partment of Water Resources, the Idaho Depart-

ment of Fish and Game, local irrigation districts 
and conservation districts in a partnership. 

The FSA provides participants with rental 
payments and cost-share assistance as well as 
being in charge of advertising and marketing the 
program. The Idaho Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission manages the program, working di-
rectly with conservation districts and producers. 

If producers enroll in CREP, they must vol-
untarily idle farmland and stop irrigation use. 
They’re required to plant native grasses and 
plants in the place of a crop.    

CREP enrollment has dropped in recent times 
since producer contracts had to be renewed in 
2021, officials said. At its peak, nearly 20,000 
acres of farmland were enrolled in CREP, leading 
to water savings of about 40,000 acre-feet per 
year. 

Currently, CREP has about 10,225 acres 
enrolled in the program for a net water savings 
of 20,450 acre-feet. One acre-foot is the amount 
of water it takes to flood one acre of land to the 
depth of one foot. 

“A lot of producers felt that 15 years was a long 
time for their land to be under a CREP contract,” 
said Rob Sharpnack, CREP program manager for 
the Conservation Commission. “Some people felt 
that with current high commodity prices, they 
should be working the land again.” 

The FSA listened to comments from producers 
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at the end of the first contract period and reduced the contract 
period from 15 years to 10 years, Sharpnack noted.

“We haven’t had everyone re-enroll in the program,” he said. 
“We lost some big contracts, and we’ve had a lot of little ones 
taking their place.”  

The main issue is that farm commodity prices are more 
attractive to farmers than what they could receive through FSA 
payments under the CREP program, officials said. 

FSA and the state have tried to increase financial incentives 
for farmers in return for idling marginal farmland. But the 
commodity prices are still more attractive, officials say. 

“It is a great program,” said Bob Turner, executive director of 
the Idaho Ground Water Appropriators (IGWA). “They have 
raised their per-acre prices, but the prices that farmers can get 
for commodities like corn, potatoes and alfalfa are still more  
attractive.” 

IGWA members and groundwater districts across the ESPA 
are required to reduce groundwater use by a total of 240,000 
acre-feet of water per year under a 2015 settlement with the 
Surface Water Coalition, mediated by then-House Speaker 
Scott Bedke. 

In drought years, groundwater users have not been able to 
meet the annual target. That has put the settlement agreement 
on shaky ground. A new agreement between SWC and IGWA 
is expected to be forthcoming. 

In the meantime, ESPA water levels could continue to decline 
without intervention. 

The Idaho Water Resource Board’s ESPA-recharge program 
– diverting Snake River flows into recharge basins in the winter 
– has a goal of 250,000 acre-feet of water per year, on average. 

In good water years, the board has surpassed that goal. In 
drought years, it has fallen short. 

So all potential ways to reduce demand on the aquifer will 
help. 

Economic value of the ESPA   
The ESPA has tremendous significance to the communities 

of Southern and Eastern Idaho and the state. It is known as a 
sole-source freshwater aquifer that provides safe drinking water 
to more than 400,000 residents and 18 cities, irrigation water 
for more than 1 million acres of farmland, and water for many 
commercial and industrial businesses – from malt and barley 
plants to potato processing plants and cheese manufacturing 
plants.

The ESPA region produces about 21 percent of all goods 
and services within the state, resulting in an estimated annual 
value of $10 billion. Water is the critical element that supports 
everything. 

Turner said IGWA members are looking more at “soft” con-
versions of groundwater-to-surface water use to keep farmland 
in production vs. cutting back groundwater use. 

“That way you can stay in production and keep your crop 
mix when there is extra surface water available or storage water 
available for rent,” he said. “That’s the avenue of choice right 
now.”  
FSA officials and the Conservation Commission, meanwhile, 
will continue to work on increasing enrollment in CREP. 

“The conservation districts are aware of the program and 
support it,” Sharpnack says. “We occasionally will see a referral 
from one of them. The groundwater districts all are aware of 
the program and recommend it to their members. During 
the first contract period, some groundwater districts offered 
incentives to their members to enroll in CREP. That has been 
replaced by the state cost-share payments.”

There are more issues than just commodity prices with CREP 
enrollment, Sharpnack says. 

“Drought has been a big problem for us, making it difficult 
for us to establish contracts,” he said. “Another problem we had 
was a population explosion of voles. Voles would destroy some 
of the native plants, such as the Snake River Wheat Grass, in 
the CREP fields. Natural controls such as birds of prey, coyotes, 
foxes, and badgers all helped control the voles and mice while 
utilizing the CREP fields.”

CREP is a groundwater savings program, he noted. Many 
landowners who apply cannot demonstrate their groundwater 
usage on the acres that they hope to enroll for the four of six 
consecutive years required to enroll in the program, he said. 

Another issue: some producers don’t have a clear water right 
for the land that they wish to enroll in CREP. 

How the CREP program works
Federal and state funds are available to producers if they 

voluntarily enroll in CREP for a 10-year contract. Participants 
remove irrigated cropland from agricultural production and 
convert the land to native grasses, trees or other vegetation. 

This will reduce irrigation water consumption, improve wa-
ter quantity and quality in the Snake River and its tributaries, 
and provide wildlife habitat for terrestrial and aquatic species.

Land enrolled in the program voluntarily curtails the water 
right during the contract period in exchange for the annual 
rental payment and becomes active again after the contract 
period has ended.

The goal for CREP is to enroll up to 50,000 acres of farm-
land. Producers located in the following counties can sign up 
for the program: Ada, Bannock, Bingham, Blaine, Bonneville, 
Butte,Camas, Cassia, Clark, Custer, Elmore, Fremont, Good-
ing, Jefferson, Jerome, Lemhi, Lincoln, Madison, Minidoka, 
Owyhee and Twin Falls. 

If 50,000 acres were enrolled, that could lead to the reduction 
of 100,000 acre-feet of ground water use annually. 

The CREP program also has the potential to conserve energy 
and reduce the amount of agricultural chemicals and sedi-
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ment entering state waters from agricultural lands, FSA officials 
said. In addition, the program has the potential to improve 
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitat. 

To be eligible cropland must be located in the project area, 
meet cropping history criteria and be physically capable of being 
planted in the normal manner to an agricultural commodity, 
meet minimum irrigation requirements and be physically and le-
gally capable of being irrigated in a normal manner when offered 
for enrollment. 

Applicants must enter into a water use contract with the state.
Participants who enroll their land into CREP must agree to 

maintain and manage the practice according to an approved con-
servation plan for the duration of the contract length. 

Maintenance includes managing noxious weeds, pests, or 
other species. The participant agrees to not disturb the acreage 
during the primary nesting season of April 1—Aug. 1 after stand 
establishment.

How payments work
Under the Idaho Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer CREP, eligible 

participants may receive the following payments:  
•	 An annual rental payment is made by the FSA each October. 

Rental rates vary by county. 
•	 FSA cost-share payment of up to 50 percent of the eligible 

cost to install the approved conservation practices on new 
contracts.

•	 Idaho provides a 13 percent match of the FSA annual rental 
payment to landowners.

•	 On new CREP contracts, Idaho will cost-share $10 per acre 
for seed, one time, for conservation planting.

Minidoka County example
A Minidoka County producer elects to enroll 100 acres of irri-

gated cropland into a 10-year CREP contract. The federal rental 
rate for the land is $328 per acre per year. 

The Idaho match payment will be 13 percent or $42.64 per acre 
per year. The landowner’s rental rate payment would be $370.64 
per acre ($328 + 42.64), for a total annual payment of $37,064 
($370.64 x 100 acres).

For more information about the CREP program, contact Rob 
Sharpnack, CREP program manager, at (208) 944-3783 or rob.
sharpnack@swc.idaho.gov. 

Steve Stuebner writes for Conservation the Idaho Way on a 
regular basis.



January 2024  |   19

By John O’Connell
University of Idaho

MOSCOW, Idaho – Entomologist Armando Falcon-Brindis is 
eager to put his extensive background in pollinators, biological 
pest control agents, ecology and taxonomy to work for the benefit 
of Idaho’s farmers. 

Falcon-Brindis, a research associate with University of Ken-
tucky (UK), will join University of Idaho’s College of Agricul-
tural and Life Sciences in January as a new assistant professor of 
entomology and Extension specialist based at the U of I Parma 
Research and Extension Center.  

Falcon-Brindis was educated in Mexico, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in 2009 in animal science, a master’s degree in 2014 in 
environmental science and a doctoral degree in 2019 in natural 
resources management. 

His thesis focused on the ecology of trap-nesting bees and 
wasps in the Baja California peninsula. He’s also published on a 
host of topics such as the diversity of moths of Mexico, pollination 
ecology and diversity of wild bees, parasitism of corn earworm, 
solitary and parasitic wasps and bark and ambrosia beetles. 

Furthermore, he’s the co-advisor of a doctoral thesis focusing 
on the taxonomy and ecology of Scoliid wasps of North and Cen-
tral America.

“I like to understand why we have a certain pool of species in 
one area. What are those conditions making those species occur 
in a certain area?” Falcon-Brindis said. 

While with UK, he focused much of his research on insect pests 
affecting hemp production, as well as field crops such as soybeans, 
corn and wheat. In addition to using chemical pesticides, his ap-
proach to integrated pest management includes bio-pesticides and 
various biological control options. 

He can’t wait to oversee his own program and make research 
decisions with U of I. Hops, which are a significant crop raised 
near Parma, are in the same family as hemp, and Falcon-Brindis is 
curious to see if some of the same biological control methods he’s 
used for hemp will prove effective in protecting hops. 

“It will be great to do some experiments with biological pesti-
cides,” Falcon-Brindis said. “There are oils, bacteria and viruses 
that are currently being used and they can be a good option if you 
spray them at the right time.”

Falcon-Brindis is also intrigued about conducting research 
in mint, including trials involving pest-resistant mint cultivars, 
the use of natural enemies of mint pests and biological control 
options to quash pest populations.

Falcon-Brindis believes his background in native pollinators 
will be especially useful to growers of crops requiring pollination, 
such as alfalfa and tree fruit. 

Pollinators are in decline and USDA estimates 75% of food 
crops raised in the U.S. depend upon pollinators. Falcon-Brindis 
hopes to study ways to slow or reverse the decline of pollinators. 

“There’s a lot of research that already demonstrates that native 

bees and native pollinators are way better at pollinating and 
helping the plants set seeds and fruits compared with honeybees,” 
he said. 

Early in his tenure, he intends to evaluate the Treasure Valley’s 
agricultural landscape and surrounding native plant communities 
to understand the insect species that are present, as well as which 
ones are associated with specific crops. 

He’ll be using several statistical tools and new approaches to 
modeling to break down his data. 

He also has big plans for incorporating artificial intelligence 
into his research to improve efficiency and reduce labor. He’ll use 
drones to aid in the early detection of pests, crop diseases and 
crop stress. 

He also plans to use sensors for early detection of harmful in-
sects, as well as insect tracking and remote insect counting. 

He’ll be making the move to Idaho with his wife, Gabriela, and 
his 8-year-old daughter, Alessandra. 

“I wish for my research findings to improve people’s lives,” 
Falcon-Brindis said. “We’re so excited to move over there. I feel 
joy and excitement to start working and collaborating with col-
leagues.” 

Submitted photo
Entomologist Armando Falcon-Brindis, shown here, will join 
University of Idaho’s College of Agricultural and Life Sciences in 
January as a new assistant professor of entomology and Extension 
specialist based at the U of I Parma Research and Extension Center.  

University of Idaho hires new entomologist
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ANY NEW TRACTOR 
PURCHASE
Blackfoot &
Sugar City Locations

MEMBER BENEFITS

SIGNATURE SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE
Proof of a valid 
membership required

SAVE ON FAMILY FUN!
USE PROMO 

CODE: 2023ifb
WAHOOZFUNZONE.COM

For more information visit 
idahofbstore.com

JACKIE JOHNSON, 
Small Business & 
Employee Specialist

AFFORDABLE PROTECTION YOU 
CAN COUNT ON

shieldbenefits.com/ifbf

ON ELIGIBLE 
PURCHASES 
Print your certificate 
@idahofbstore.com

MOVIE TICKETS 
Available for purchase
@Farm Bureau offices

WE KNOW IDAHO BEST 
Find an Agent Today! 

idahofarmbureauinsurance.com

GREAT HEARING. 
GREAT BENEFITS. 
THAT SIMPLE.

REFERRAL CODE: IDBSFA23
Book your appointment today! 
877-914-1046 or visit 
greathearingbenefits.com/ 
farm-bureau/idaho

ON ELIGIBLE 
PURCHASES 
Print your certificate 
@idahofbstore.com

MOVIE PACKAGE 
Available for purchase
@Farm Bureau offices

CONSUMER LOANS &
INVESTMENT OPTIONS 

Visit idfbfs.com for more 
information

VIRTUAL 
HEALTHCARE 
Enroll Today!

konnectmd.com/idahofb

PRODUCT PACKAGED 
IN A #10 OR #2.5 SIZED CAN

Use Exclusive Discount 
Code: FBJ2022

Visit rainydayfoods.com or call 
208-847-3357 to place your order.

ALL NEW TRACTORS 
AND DECK SIZES

Find an authorized dealer  
GRASSHOPPERDEALERS.COM DATE NIGHT 

PACKAGE 
Available for purchase
@Farm Bureau offices

SUPPLIMENTAL INSURANCE 
BENEFITS 

Contact your local Farm Bureau 
Agent to learn more

EMERGENCY AIR 
TRANSPORT 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

PAINT AND 
SUNDRY ITEMS 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

PROPANE
"MEMBER ONLY PRICING" 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

DISCOUNTS ON 
EQUIPMENT, PARTS & 
MERCHANDISE

JOHNDEERE.COM/FARMBUREAU

ON AN INAUGURAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
Visit fewaglobal.org 
for more information. ACCOUNTS | LOANS | CREDIT CARDS

USE CORPORATE CODE 
IDAH832A 
greatwolf.com or call 
800-905-WOLF (9653)

BASIC JOB OR PRO 
JOB SUBSCRIPTION 
FEES* 
*some exclusions apply

For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

Proof of a valid 
membership required

130 NW Main St, 
Blackfoot, Idaho

PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS

Contact direct @ 866-335-8064 or 
visit thecandianpharmacy.com

USE CODE: IDFB

PROPANE 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

FERTILIZER 
SUBSCRIPTION
USE PROMO CODE: 
FARMBUREAU

SWARDYARD.COM

MATERIALS
*SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

PROPANE
 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

TITAN TELESCOPING 
FLAGPOLE KIT
w/ FREE Shipping
USE PROMO CODE: 
FARM BUREAU

flagpolefarm.com

PLUS FREE SHIPPING
Use Account Number: 
IDFRB at checkout.

DUNGAREES.COM

PAINT PURCHASES
Use Account Number: 
FA5500 at checkout.

EMERGENCY TRANSPORT
Don’t Pay a Penny for Medical 
Transportation-No Matter Who 

Picks You Up! 
Visit MyEvacu.com/ifb

DENTAL BENEFIT 
PROGRAM 
For more information 
visit idahofbstore.com

ENTER CODE: 
20066
sandiegozoo.org

$500 Exclusive
Cash Reward*

on an Eligible New Ford Vehicle!

*Visit FordRecognizesU.com/ 
Farm Bureau today for 
complete offer details!

VISIT THE 
IDAHOFBSTORE.COM 
FOR DETAILS

Walt Disney World® Resort, 
Universal Studios®, 
SeaWorld®, Six Flags®, 
Cirque du Soleil®,and so 
much more!

USE COMPANY CODE: KBFIFBF
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Register for Grainger online using 
IdahoFarm Bureau’s Grainger 
account number: 855920930

GRAINGER.COM/FARMBUREAU
Customer Service:  1-800-GRAINGER

STANDARD ROOM 
RATE
Use code: 00209550

BOOK NOW AT 
CHOICEHOTELS.COM

ONLINE PURCHASES
FREE shipping on 
orders over $75

idahofarmbureau.keyapparelstore.com

“BEST FLEXIBLE 
RATE”

Book online with Farm 
Bureau’s IHG Exclusive 
booking link found on 
idahofbstore.com

“BEST AVAILABLE 
RATE”

Use code:
8000002020

BOOK NOW AT 
WYNDHAMHOTELS.COM

AVIS BASE RATES  
WITH PAY NOW

Use Customer Discount 
number: A298812

Avis.com/IDFB 

CONTRACTED RATES
Use Customer Discount 
number: 0409226

CALL 1-800-654-3131 
to make reservations

ON CONSUMER 
RENTAL RATES AND 
MILEAGE  CHARGES

Use Customer Discount 
number: 56000127747
BudgetTruck.com/farmbureau

SHUTTLE TRANSPORT
Use Coupon Code: 
farmbureau23

saltlakeexpress.com

BUDGET BASE RATES  
WITH PAY NOW

Use Customer Discount 
number: Y775712

Budget.com/IDFB 

REGULAR RETAIL 
PRICE

Use Customer Discount 
number: CID2197

enterprise.com

“BEST AVAILABLE 
RATE”

Use Code: CPIDFARM

Book online with Idaho Farm 
Bureau’s Exclusive booking link 

found on idahofbstore.com

OFFICE, HOME & 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Register Now: 
IFBF.SavingCenter.net

MERCHANDISE
Use Promo Code: 
SSC15

SERPENTSKINCAMO.COM

VETERAN OWNED
MADE IN

USA
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LOCAL MEMBER BENEFITS PARTNERS

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

517 S Challis St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

102 Courthouse Dr, #D, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

725 S Challis St, Salmon, Idaho For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

519 Van Dreff St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

2342 Main St, Salmon, Idaho
For details and restrictions visit 

idahofbstore.com
11 Cooper Circle, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

1212 Shoup St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

532 Main St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

405 Main St, Salmon, Idaho

NO EXCEPTIONS

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

405 Main St, Salmon, Idaho

10%
DISCOUNT

ON ALL ROOMS 
WITHOUT EXCLUSION

20% OFF 
ANY DRINK

W/ PURCHASE OF 
BREAKFAST BURRITO

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

206 Van Dreff St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

104 S Idaho, Arco, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

215 S. Church St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

1269 E 17th St, Idaho Falls, Idaho

*THEN $5 OFF ONGOING MONTHLY 
3-ALARM OR 3-ALARM+ MONTHLY PLANS

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

104 S Daisy St, Salmon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

17 S State St, Preston, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

423 E Chubbuck Rd, Chubbuck, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Serving Southeast Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

305 Lander St, Pocatello, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

1942 N Deercliff Rd, Preston, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

60 S Beryl Ave, Victor, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

393 E 2nd N, Rexburg, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Idaho Falls • Pocatello 
Rexburg • St. Anthony

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

502 N Main St, Pocatello, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

402 W Custer, Mackay, Idaho For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

1547 S Midway Ave #B, Ammon, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

645 W Broadway, Idaho Falls, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

49 Main St, Rexburg, Idaho

WITH PURCHASE OF ONE EQUAL OR 
LESS VALUE

1/2 OFF AN ENTREE

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

160 S State St, Preston, Idaho 
55 E 50 S Malad, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

504 E Center St, Pocatello, Idaho 
153 N 2nd E St, Rexburg, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

274 W Hanley Ave, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
1603 E Sherman Ave, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

3380 E Mullan Dr, Post Falls, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Post Falls and Surrounding Areas

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

204 College Ave, St. Maries, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

940 W Ironwood Dr, Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho
95 W Centa Dr, Hayden, Idaho

927 E Polston Ave, Post Falls, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

1590 E Polston Ave Ste B, Post Falls, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

6th & Spring, Fernwood, Idaho
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For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Spokane, WA  
and Surrounding Area

on any purchase

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

219 E 3rd St N, Burley, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Serving Cassia, Minidoka, & 
Lincoln Counties

daily rate

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

125 6th St, Potlatch, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

246 3rd Ave S, Twin Falls, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

144 W 13th St, Burley, Idaho For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

800 N Overland Ave, Burley, Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

SERVING THE MAGIC VALLEY AREA

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

135 5th Ave S, Twin Falls, Idaho

MERCHANDISE PURCHASED IN GOLF SHOP

BUCKET OF RANGE BALLS
For details and restrictions visit 

idahofbstore.com
1880 E 8th N, Mountain Home, Idaho

CONCEALED CARRY & HOME DEFENSE 
FUNDAMENTALS COURSE

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Serving Southwestern Idaho

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

Serving the Treasure Valley

For details and restrictions visit 
idahofbstore.com

6400 S Maple Grove Rd, Boise, Idaho 
1808 S Locust Grove Rd, Meridian, Idaho

THE STARTUP OF A STORAGE UNIT RENTALWhat do you 

get when a 

chicken lays 

an egg on top 

of a barn?

LEVERAGE YOUR FARM BUREAU® MEMBERSHIP & SAVE
No matter what you need - from motors, genarators and tractor 
accessories to power tools, cleaning products and much more - count on 
Grainger. 
 
You’ll enjoy the convenience of shopping online at 
grainger.com/farmbureau. Plus, your Farm Bureau membership provides 
access to exclusive discounts and free shippoing on all standard orders! 
 
Choose from over 1.5 million products and a host of solutions to help 
keep your opperation running. 
 
Farm Bureau Member Prices 
It’s as easy as 1-2-3.

1.	 Head to Grainger.com/FarmBureau or call 1.800.GRAINGER
2.	Use Idaho Farm Bureau account number:  855920930
3.	Start saving!

Grainger.com/FarmBureau 
1.800.GRAINGER
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In the nearly 40 years I have worked as a forester in northern 
Idaho, I have heard perennial debates about the relative 
merits of fall vs. spring tree planting. 

In talking to forest owners, the traditional advice has been 
that fall planting can be risky, so plant in the spring after 
snow melts and that moisture has drained through the soil to 
the point of the soil being moist but not sodden. Spring tree 
planting is still the norm across most forest ownerships in the 
Inland Northwest.

The two primary reasons given for not planting in the fall 
have been: Risk of tree seedlings drying out in the fall and 
essentially dying before spring; and containerized seedlings 
(“plug seedlings”) not establishing sufficient roots into the soil 
surrounding the plug and becoming unplanted (“frost heav-
ing”) when cold weather cycles through the planting site. 

There can also be timing complications of fall planting 
regarding site preparation through herbicides and/or broadcast 
burning.

In recent years, reconsideration of fall planting has been 
growing. One of the most critical factors affecting whether 
planted tree seedlings survive and thrive is whether they can 
get adequate moisture throughout their first growing season. 

One of the biggest arguments for fall planting is more ample 
root growth for the seedling before the drier summer months. 

Tree seedlings (and many other northern temperate woody 
plants) have two seasons of most active root growth: fall and 
spring. If a seedling enters the summer drought season with 
one full spring of root growth, and maybe even some root 
growth from the prior fall, that seedling stands a much better 
chance of surviving their first summer after planting. 

Spring planting often does not allow for a full season of 
spring root growth. Other advantages of fall planting include 
getting seedlings established on sites that will likely be inac-
cessible due to snow in the spring, increased availability of 
planting labor, and less problematic seedling storage immedi-
ately prior to planting.  

Fall 
reforestation 
planting
By Chris Schnepf
University of Idaho

LEFT: Fall planting can stimulate rapid tree seedling growth when 
planned and implemented carefully. Kennon McLintock is shown 
here with a big larch leader. Photos by Chris Schnepf
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Fall planting is typically done in very 
late summer or early fall to get as much fall 
root growth as possible.

Can you only do fall planting on sites 
that get decent moisture in the fall? One 
of the most common concerns about fall 
planting is that if fall-planted seedlings 
do not get sufficient fall precipitation, the 
seedlings actively transpire (conduct pho-
tosynthesis) which means they are moving 
moisture through their leaves. 

If roots do not supply sufficient moisture 
to that process, the seedling could end up 
drying out and dying, particularly when 
the seedlings are not properly conditioned 
for fall planting, the site does not get rain 
in the fall, or the soils on the planting 
site do not store water well (e.g., coarse 
textured soils).

Fall planting will go best if seedlings 
are grown for that purpose. Typically, that 
means “hardening off ” tree seedlings, by 
changing watering and light regimens in 
greenhouse-grown tree seedlings. 

Containerized seedlings grown in a 
greenhouse, as opposed to bare root seed-
lings grown outdoors in beds, are usually 
preferred for fall planting because of the 
ability to manipulate seedling growing 
conditions. 

Even for seedling species such as pines, 
that have determinate growth (meaning 
they grow a certain amount in the spring 
and early summer, then naturally harden 
off mid-summer), some special growing 
may be needed to support a more robust 
root system for fall planting. 

The amount of frost heaving that can 
happen may be a bit exaggerated, but it can 
be reduced by planting seedlings deeply, 
mulching around them, and planting them 
early enough to get some fall root growth.

You will need to make some arrange-
ments well ahead of time with the nursery 
for seedlings if you want to plant in the 
fall, especially if you want adjustments in 
how those seedlings are grown to prepare 
them for fall planting. 

That may also mean paying a little more 
for those seedlings. If you want seedlings 
purposely grown for fall planting, you 
should start negotiating a contract with 
your nursery at least one year ahead of 
planting. 

Currently, most nurseries selling tree 

seedlings to Idaho family forest owners are 
geared up for spring planting, since that is 
still the norm for most Idaho tree planting. 
Such nurseries may sell seedlings in the 
fall, but customers cannot control if or 
when seedlings will be hardened and ready 
for fall planting. 

Not all nurseries are set up to cus-
tom-grow seedlings for fall planting (the 
University of Idaho Pitkin Nursery does 
not do this currently).

Planting techniques for the fall are the 
same as spring. For more information 
on basic tree planting techniques, go to 
https://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/center-for-
forest-nursery-and-seedling-research/
pitkin/planting and click on “Plant Your 
Seedlings Right” on the right side of the 
page. 

There was also an excellent literature 
review recently on fall planting in Tree 
Planters Notes, an indispensable journal 
of North American tree planting titled, 
“Fall Planting in Northern Forests as a 
Reforestation Option: Rewards, Risks, and 
Biological Considerations” (downloadable 
at https://rngr.net/publications/tpn/64-2/
fall-planting-in-northern-forests-as-a-re-
forestation-option-rewards-risks-and-bi-
ological-considerations/?searchterm=-
fall%20planting).

Of course, getting the tree seedling in 
the ground is only one part of successful 

reforestation. If deer and elk are likely to 
be concentrated on the site, consider using 
tubes or repellents to keep them from 
munching on your tree seedlings (especial-
ly cedar!). 

If you are seeing lots of dirt mounds on 
the planting site, knocking back the pocket 
gopher population for a few years will 
likely save tree seedlings. 

Finally and most importantly, heavy 
vegetation competition probably kills more 
Inland Northwest tree seedlings than any 
other factor. For more information on 
that, see an excellent extension publication 
titled “Enhancing Reforestation Success 
in the Inland Northwest”, downloadable at 
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/publi-
cations/publication-detail?id=pnw0520 

Many forest owners find tree planting to 
be one of the most meaningful activities 
they engage in. If you have the right site 
and can get the right kind of seedlings, fall 
planting is a good option to consider. 

Thanks to Andrew Nelson and Kennon 
McLintock for review and comment.

Chris Schnepf is an area extension educa-
tor in forestry for the University of Idaho in 
Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai and Benewah 
counties. He can be reached at cschnepf@
uidaho.edu.

ABOVE: Greenhouse-grown tree seedlings 
are usually preferred for fall planting.
RIGHT: Rigid plastic mesh tubes can reduce 
seedling browse from deer and elk.
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I don’t want to leave 
I don’t want to leave my family to cover:
my family to cover:
• Mortgage debt
• Mortgage debt
• Monthly expenses
• Monthly expenses• Funeral costs• Funeral costs
• Kids’ college tuition
• Kids’ college tuition

I know you say I need life insurance,  
but do I really?

Yes! While the reasons for having life insurance vary from person to person, 
coverage is a smart move no matter what stage of life you’re in. Talk to your 
Farm Bureau agent about the many ways life insurance can help protect 

you and your loved ones.

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. LI193 (11-23)
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Visit: www.idahopreferred.com/find-local/

FARM AND FOOD FINDER & DIGITAL PROMOTION

Amplify your farm's visibility with the Idaho Preferred Farm + Food Finder.
Your offerings reach a broad audience seeking local products and
agritourism experiences. The Idaho Preferred website garners 2.1 million
unique views, highlighting our community's extensive engagement and
desire to find local ag products and on-farm experiences. 

This user-friendly tool connects your farm with consumers, farmers
markets, retailers, distributors, restaurants, and chefs. Through a
customized Directory Page, users access direct links to your website,
social media, recipes, blogs, and a crop calendar search for seasonal
updates. The platform digitally integrates with retail signage. Beyond
connectivity, the program provides producers with compelling
photography and videography assets, ideal for omni-channel marketing
across your website, ads, events, social media, newsletters, and more.

Celebrating 20 years, Idaho Preferred, a program of the Idaho State
Department of Agriculture, streamlines the discovery of Idaho-grown,
raised, and crafted products. More than a logo, it's a business-to-
business (B2B) ally, providing resources for producers to seize market
opportunities. Maybe you’ve spotted the distinctive blue and gold logo
on local products or in an Idaho grocery store. 

By displaying the logo, producers showcase their commitment to
providing locally grown, raised, and crafted products while amplifying
market visibility. As Idaho Preferred enters its third decade, it
steadfastly champions local businesses, guiding consumers to local
gems and aiding producers in market expansion. 

We actively support farmers, ranchers, and food crafters, championing
their Idaho-grown or crafted products across the local food supply
chain. Idaho Preferred is a driving force propelling success in Idaho's
agricultural community.

DID YOU KNOW...

MO TU WE TH
FR SA

January

AG Event Promo
 Community Calendar 

The Idaho State Dept of Agriculture has a
marketing department that helps promote,
connect, and educate farmers, ranchers,
growers, and food crafters? 

WHAT IS IDAHO PREFERRED?

Idaho State Department of Agriculture

Finding local  farms, food, and 
ag-artisan products has never been easier!

B 2 B  P R O G R A M  R E S O U R C E S

Discover the full list of program
resources and eligibiility criteria here:
https://idahopreferred.com/membership/

Producer Directory Profile Page
on the Farm + Food Finder Map
Logo Usage + Promo Signage
Business Strategy Sessions 
Digital Marketing E-Learning Lab
Photography and Videography

Retail Connections +
Campaigns 
Food Service Connections +
Programs
Trade Show Opportunities
Member Resource Portal

and so much more! 

1Q: COMMUNITY
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE,

& AGRITOURISM

SEASONAL & RETAIL CAMPAIGNS

2Q: CRAFT BEER,
HORTICULTURE, WINE,
DAIRY, POLLINATORS,

& AGRITOURISM

3Q: BEEF, ORGANICS,
FARMERS MARKETS,
IDAHO PREFERRED

MONTH, & AGRITOURISM

Our seasonal campaigns are curated to spotlight Idaho's diverse agricultural
products, syncing with themes like CSA and Organics Weeks to Beef Month and
Farmers Market Month. For program participants, this focused approach ensures
heightened visibility and consumer engagement, strategically aligning your
agricultural offerings with the seasonally relevant preferences of our audience for
maximum impact and growth.

4Q: RESTAURANTS, FARM TO
SCHOOL, HOLIDAY GIFT BOX,

& WINTER AGRITOURISM
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WEED OF THE MONTH

Water hyacinth is a free-floating plant that has
been determined to be the biggest invader in
the U.S. This aquatic perennial plant has
stolons – that is, the plant can spread by
broken plant parts, which can start new plants.
The main areas of concern are near any of the
1200 hot springs that exist throughout the
state. This plant has a very waxy cupped-
shaped leaf and produces a lavender and
yellow flower. It has been found in the Snake
River, in the Thousand Springs area, and is now
illegal to sell or grow. It is an emerged free-
floating plant, which means that it floats above
the water surface. The weed completely
covers the water surface, thus choking out all
other vegetation and creating great habitat for
mosquitoes. This not only removes food for
fish, but can cause problems with irrigation
and creates more stagnate water. Near-
freezing to freezing temperatures of up to 48
hours do not affect the Water Hyacinth stem
base survival, even with ice formation so be on
the lookout for them this winter! Don’t even
think about getting a boat into the water as it
will stop a propeller and plug up a jet boat.

In many areas, mechanical
harvesting/dredging is possible. As with
most noxious weeds, this one will most
likely not be noticed until it is a large,
serious problem. Once it reaches an
epidemic state, aquatically approved
herbicides may be used to control it when
it is actively growing. Application is very
difficult without an airboat. There are
numerous biological control insects that
feed on this plant. Always make sure that
your watercraft and trailer are free from
‘hitchhikers’ when you pull out of a launch
site to ensure that you are not going to
take this plant from one water body to
another. Never transport unknown plant
material or dispose of aquarium contents
in bodies of water. If you think that you
have it, call for proper identification and
consider environmental issues when 
trying to treat.

WATER HYACINTH

CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:

For more information on Water Hyacinth and
Idaho’s other listed noxious weeds go to the Idaho

Weed Awareness Campaign website at:
http://idahoweedawareness.org /

idahos-noxious-weeds/



January 2024  |   29

By John O’Connell
University of Idaho

University of Idaho Extension forage and small grains research-
ers are testing a seemingly counterintuitive theory that local farm-
ers could reap rewards by planting alfalfa varieties that weren’t 
bred to withstand Idaho’s cold winters. 

The team is in the first year of a planned three-year trial at the 
University of Idaho’s Aberdeen Research and Extension Center 
evaluating the planting of non-dormant alfalfa varieties — those 
that don’t enter winter dormancy — in Idaho as a means of 
improving soil health and fixing extra nitrogen to benefit future 
crops.  

Alfalfa is traditionally raised as a perennial crop that remains in 
production for four or five seasons, until declining hay quality and 
yields prompt farmers to remove it. 

As with most legumes, alfalfa can produce nodules on its roots 
where soil bacteria convert nitrogen from the atmosphere into a 
plant-usable form. 

UI Extension researchers Jared Spackman, Reed Findlay, David 
Callister, Jared Gibbons, Joseph Sagers and Tom Jacobsen antic-
ipate Idaho farmers stand to significantly increase nitrogen fixa-
tion by planting alfalfa varieties developed for warmer states, such 
as Arizona, that don’t have to expend energy late in the season to 
become winter hardy. 

The researchers explain that rather than thickening taproots 
and bulking up their crowns to avoid winter kill, the non-dormant 
varieties popular in warmer climates are free to focus energy on 
fixing more nitrogen. 

“The reason we’re doing this now is because alfalfa prices rose 
significantly over the last five years and fertilizer costs also rose 
significantly,” Findlay said. “We’re going to beat this thing at both 
ends of the stick.”

Non-dormant alfalfa raised in Aberdeen should yield a single 
season of three cuttings and die in the winter, providing growers 
with a cash crop while reducing future fertilizer costs. 

Findlay conducted a similar trial in Utah several years ago and 
found a non-dormant alfalfa variety bred to optimize nitrogen 
fixation, called Nitro, produced enough nitrogen to support either 
a barley or corn crop during the following season, as well as a full 
barley crop during the third season.  

In the current trial, Findlay and his colleagues are testing a 
variety related to the one Findlay previously experimented with, 
called High Nitro. They’re comparing it against Stratica, which is 
a Roundup Ready conventional alfalfa variety commonly raised in 
Idaho. 

“One of the things we’re interested in is if there is a nitrogen 
benefit of High Nitro versus Stratica,” Spackman said. 

To evaluate the ability of the two alfalfa varieties to supply 
nitrogen for fall or spring seeded barley production, the Extension 
educators will establish plots receiving multiple nitrogen fertilizer 
application rates including a non-fertilized check. 

Comparing both fall and spring alfalfa should help the re-
searchers determine how quickly nitrogen is released and made 
available to subsequent small grain crops.

The researchers will also evaluate protein levels, yield, energy 
content and digestibility of the hay varieties. Yields from the first 
two cuttings of both varieties were comparable.  

A secondary benefit of raising alfalfa for a single season is that 
it would allow small grain farmers to diversify their rotations, 
control weeds using different herbicides and break the cycle of 
disease. 

Furthermore, alfalfa killed by the winter cold would lend organ-
ic matter to soil. Idaho farmers often plant cover crops — crops 
grown primarily for soil-health benefits — to accomplish such 
results. Non-dormant hay would give farmers the benefits both of 
a cover crop and a cash crop. 

Findlay believes the timing is right for the research, given that 
the market outlook is for fuel prices, which are tied to fertilizer 
prices, to continue rising. 

“The higher fertilizer prices go, the more apt people are to look 
at different ways of farming,” Findlay said. “This study is really 
important to find out because I think it’s on us as researchers to 
figure it out before growers put the annual alfalfa in.” 

Photo by John O’Connell
University of Idaho Extension researchers harvest alfalfa raised as 
an annual crop for enhanced nitrogen fixation at the U of I Aberdeen 
Research and Extension Center. 

UI Extension researchers raise alfalfa 
as annual crop for nitrogen benefits



30    |   Idaho Farm Bureau Producer

Gov. Little’s Mexico trade mission strengthens 
trade opportunities for Idaho agriculture 

Governor Little recently led a productive five-day trade mission to Mexico. Alongside Governor Little, the Idaho State Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Idaho Department of Commerce, Idaho businesses and educational institutions, had the chance to engage 
with Mexican business leaders and government officials to promote Idaho products and grow exports.

The trade mission was an effort to reinforce Idaho’s longstanding partnership with Mexico and develop additional opportu-
nities for Idaho businesses. In 2022, Mexico ranked as the sixth largest export destination overall for Idaho and the second 
largest export destination for Idaho food and agriculture products. Mexico is also one of the most important economic centers 
in Latin America. Total Idaho exports to Mexico exceeded $202 million last year.   

“Throughout the trade mission, we forged valuable connections, reinforcing Idaho’s longstanding trade partnership with Mex-
ico. These interactions not only solidified the state’s economic ties but also paved the way for fresh opportunities in trade and 
investment, contributing to the ongoing enhancement of Idaho’s economy,” Governor Little said. 

A total of 20 businesses and organizations made up the Idaho delegation, amongst these organizations included the Idaho 
Farm Bureau Federation. Trade missions have historically been an effective strategy for increasing exports, expanding business 
for Idaho companies and stimulating the economy, with this recent trip being no exception. Agricultural priorities on this trade 
mission emphasized market opportunities for fresh potatoes, onions, dairy genetics, cheese, dairy ingredients, bean seed and, 
malt. 

A major highlight of the trip was the visit to the Central de Abastos, the world’s largest wholesale produce market. Gover-
nor Little, Director Tewalt and delegation members visited with key importers of Idaho fresh potatoes and onions to further 
expand sales opportunities for Idaho suppliers. Idaho’s potato exports to Mexico increased over 60 percent from 2022 to 
2023. This represents a significant victory for Idaho and serves as a noteworthy example of how strategic market development 
efforts can effectively address crucial issues in fresh produce trade, ultimately creating opportunities for Idaho spuds. 
Other highlights included: 

 Governor Little met with Roberto Velasco Alvarez, Chief Officer for North America at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to  
 strengthen the bilateral relationship between Idaho and Mexico. 

 At the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CYMMIT), an international non-profit research and trai- 
 ning center, University of Idaho College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and various Idaho commodity groups   
 began discussions about research collaboration in wheat breeding, sustainability, and bean seed development. 
 
 Governor Little and delegation members met with Walmart de Mexico y Centroamerica to promote Idaho potatoes,  
 onions, cheese, health and body products, and cold chain monitoring technology to Mexico’s largest retailer with   
 more than 2,800 retail outlets in the country. 

 Governor Little promoted Idaho malt to Constellation Brands Mexico, the producers of more than 400 million cases of  
 beer annually in Mexico. 

“It was a meaningful experience to meet with our Mexican partners face to face and share the value of doing business and 
collaborating with Idaho companies, organizations, and state agencies. It was an honor to represent and showcase Idaho agri-
culture to our friends in Mexico as the Farm Bureau continues to empower the agricultural industry in the state,” said Braden 
Jensen, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation. 

This trade mission was an opportunity to address several trade constraints and was only the beginning of working towards 
removing barriers and opening doors for Idaho companies. While Idaho’s agricultural industry produces products and com-
modities that are amongst the best in the world, the ISDA remains dedicated to showcasing the state’s agricultural sector on 
the international stage.
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New name.
Same commitment
to your success.
Northwest Farm Credit Services is now 
AgWest Farm Credit.

Providing agricultural financial services, backed by a 
century of experience—to help you grow your legacy.

Contact your local branch
or visit AgWestFC.com
to learn more.

Loans and Investments
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Agricultural Profile
Canyon County

Photos by Joel Benson
The Omodt blueberry farm in Bonner County, shown here, is one of many very small farms located in the county. The county has a very diverse 
portfolio when it comes to the types of agricultural commodities produced there.

SANDPOINT – Bonner County ranks No. 3 out of Idaho’s 44 
counties when it comes to total number of farms, but most of those 
farms are very small compared to the statewide average.

For the most part, “It’s micro-farming on 10 acres or less,” says 
Fred Omodt, who operates a 5.5-acre blueberry farm near Sand-
point.  

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture, there were 1,213 
farms in Bonner County during the 2017 census year. The average 
size of farm in the county was 74 acres, much less than the statewide 
average of 468 acres. 

“Agriculture in Bonner County is on a small scale,” says Bob 
Smathers, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation’s regional field manager 
in north Idaho. “There are lots of small farms in the county, ranging 
from tomato, blueberry, ornamental trees and shrubs, and vegetable 
production to hay, some grain, cattle, and everything in-between.”

Omodt says the variety of agricultural commodities being pro-

Bonner County 
agriculture 

dominated by lots 
of small farms

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation
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There is a lot of high-value timber produced in Bonner County, which is home to several mills. 

duced in the county is very diverse but it’s just being done on a 
small scale.

“The number of small, agricultural niche type of stuff here is 
really impressive,” he says. “It’s small acreage and it’s very diverse. 
The variety of crops and products produced here is every bit as 
diverse as it is down in southern Idaho. It’s just not on as grand a 
scale.” 

There is a U-pick flower farm on 3 acres just up the street from 
the Omodt blueberry farm, as well as a small chicken egg farm 
and he says a lot of folks around there also grow truck crops for 
local restaurants and food co-ops in Moscow. 

There are several flower farms within a 10-mile radius of the 
Omodt blueberry farm.

There are also small operations in the county growing alpacas, 
sheep, goats, turkeys, hogs and other animals.

There are some big agricultural operations in the county, 
Omodt says, including a major hop farm, a big beekeeping opera-
tion and some sizable cattle operations.

“But for the most part, it’s small farming,” he says. 
There is also a lot of high-value timber pro-

duced in the county, which has 
sev- eral mills, and a lot

of Christmas trees are grown there, as well as trees for landscap-
ing. 

Hay is the main crop in the county when it comes to total acres 
and the ag census shows there were 21,602 acres of hay grown in 
Bonner County in 2017. A much smaller amount of wheat, oats 
and barley were also grown there.  

There is a considerable amount of cattle produced in the county, 
which includes a USDA inspected meat plant, and Smathers says 
the cattle market in the county provides a good market for feeder 
hay.

According to the census of ag, 98 percent of the farms in the 
county are family farms and 13 percent sell directly to consumers, 
significantly higher than the statewide average of 7 percent who 
sell directly. 

Because most of the farms in Bonner County are very small, 
labor is not as big an issue for agricultural producers there as it is 
in some other areas, Omodt says.

“We don’t have labor issues,” he says. “Most people here don’t 
run a big payroll.”

Population growth and the ensuing development pressure are 
starting to become issues and the development is leading to high-
er property values and thus taxes, Omodt says. 

However, the growth is bringing in customers to an agricultural 
base that for the most part makes its living off of selling to restau-
rants, food co-ops and directly to consumers, as well as through 
farmers markets. 

“It is providing customers,” Omodt says of 
the growth. “A lot of them are really into 
local or organically grown food.  
That’s a plus.” 

“[The growth] is providing customers. A lot of 
them are really into local or organically grown 
food. That’s a plus.”
- Fred Omodt, Sandpoint farmer
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Bale wagons: New Holland 
self-propelled or pul-type mod-
els, parts, tires, manuals. Also 
interested in buying bale wagons. 
Will consider any model. Call Luke 
208-880-2889

Kubota CB2574 4 in 1 Combo 
Bucket. Universal skid steer/ tractor 
quick connect with hydraulic lines. 
Heavy duty. Grapple, Grade, Load, 
Level. Like new condition $4500. 
208-599-0645 Mackay, ID.

Steffen Model 5510 hay handler. 
Grabs ten or twelve small bales. 
Good condition Challis, ID 208-
879-2939

Small livestock metal floor scale, 
electric.  Weighs animals or objects 
up to 500 lbs. Gently used for 
alpacas and hay bales. Diane 208-
407-2406. $800 CASH

Livestock Feeder Bunks-strong 
steel frame with black bunks out of 
heavy-duty poly plastic.  No cracks 
or breaks. Length-9 feet, each 
weighs about 50 lbs. At Tractor 
Supply they are $280.  Diane 
208-407-2406. Used at $100 each 
CASH

Goat or sheep feeder-wooden with 
solid wood roof/lid that opens for 
adding hay. Built for small herds 
and is strong to last. Diane 208-
407-2406. $60 CASH

2001 Pontiac GranPrix $2,000. 
2003 Pontiac GranPrix GT $2,000. 
Call Gerry 208-308-4438

1974 Ford Pickup 3/4 Ton BLUE, 
CLASSIC Long Bed. Engine is 

1985 Ford, 460 V-8. Auto Trans. 
Factory A/C Good condition. Some 
minor body work needed. 34, 654 
Actual Miles. Asking price $12,500 
with this AD. See on FB Market-
place for pictures, or send your 
email. Contact Jim  208-353-3771 
Cell/Text

Our Idaho family loves old wood 
barns and would like to restore/
rebuild your barn on our Idaho 
farm. Would you like to see your 
barn restored/rebuilt rather than rot 
and fall down? Call Ken & Corrie 
208-530-6466

8 weaving looms, from 2-10 har-
nesses, from 28 inches- 46 inches 
weaving width. Several have a 
bench. 208-452-4407 leave a mes-
sage. Fruitland, ID

Irrigation business. 2006 chevy 
truck, pipe press and complete 
inventory. Bob- Salmon, ID 208-
303-0842

Old violin that was made in the ear-
ly 1700s. It was broken in a wreck 
and has since been restored by a 
professional. The label inside says 
it was made by Antionia Stradivar-
ius. Also a hymn book pocket size 
dated 1891 N.Y. Please write to 
me at 551 Briarwood Chubbuck, ID 
83202.

Aussiedoodle female, 4.5 yrs., 
spayed.  Molly-black/white, non- 
shedding coat, 45 lbs.  Wants 
a country life, great in vehicles, 
on hikes/walks/runs obedient 
and smart.  Loves men and kids. 
Comes with kennel & food. Di-
ane-208-407-2406. $700 CASH

Paying cash for old cork top 
embossed bottles and some tele-
phone insulators as well as other 
vintage and antique items. Call 
Randy. Payette, ID. 208-740-0178

WANTED PAYING CASH FOR 
GERMAN & JAPANESE WORLD 
WAR 2 ITEMS. Rifles, pistols, 
swords, daggers, uniforms, hel-
mets, flags, medals, hats, scopes, 
binoculars, machine guns (ATF 
rules applies), etc 208-405-9338.

Pre-1970 Idaho License Plates 
Wanted: Also Revere Ware and 
Solar-Sturges Permanent cook-
ware, and old signs.  Will pay cash.  
Please email, text, call, or write. 
Gary Peterson, 115 E D St, Mos-
cow, ID 83843. gearlep@gmail.
com. 208-285-1258

Wanted old Idaho Patches! Farm 
Bureau, Farming, Hunting, Idaho 
Cattlemen Assoc, Idaho Fish 
and Game. Top Dollar Paid! Call, 
email, or text pics.  Rusty Kramer 
idahotrapguy@hotmail.com 208-
870-3217

4S Welding- Mobile welding for 

Bingham County and surrounding 
areas. Fencing, pipe, equipment 
repair, etc. Carbon and stainless, 
20 years of experience. Call Mike 
208-680-7372

If Rock Chucks & Varmints are a 
problem allow me to donate my 
services.  An accomplished marks-
man I hunt alone, safely targeting 
Rock Chucks and Diggers. Call or 
text, Rick Weidner 
986-888-7051. References Avail-
able.

Nat's Farm Yard Care- Brush hog-
ging, rototilling, scraping manure, 
and stump grinding. Servicing 
Bingham County, Power County, 
and surrounding areas. Text or 
leave a voicemail for Natalie 8am-
5pm M-F 208-917-2726

Ranch made items- Personalized 
Stainless Steel Shovels with your 
name stamped on it. Depend-
able Chain Oilers- for harvesters, 
planters, every chain on earth. 
Custom Portable Stainless Steele 
Tilting Bathtubs- With sliding seat 
for home care. Rocking Cowboy 
Piano-Chassis 21” wagon wheels. 
Weiser, ID call 208-550-4619

Classifieds
FARMING/EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
Non-commercial classified ads are free to Idaho Farm 

Bureau members. Must include membership number for 
free ad. Forty (40) words maximum. Non-member cost 

is 50 cents per word. You may advertise your own crops, 
livestock, used machinery, household items, vehicles, etc. 
Ads will not be accepted by phone, Ads run one time only 
and must be re-submitted in each subsequent issue. We 
reserve the right to refuse to run any ad. Please type or 

print clearly. Proofread your ad. Ads must be received by 
January 16 for the February Quarterly.

Mail ad copy to:
FARM BUREAU PRODUCER

P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
or email Kristy at knlindauer@idahofb.org

SERVICES

FOR SALE

Free Classified ads for 
Idaho Farm Bureau Members
Send to knlindauer@idahofb.org

AUTO
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Thank you for giving the
Gift of Blue!

Aberdeen
American Falls
Cascade
Clearwater Valley
Council
Hansen
Harrison
Highland-Craigmont
ID Tech. Career Acad.
Lighthouse Christian 
Melba
Middleton
Minico
Mountain Home

This is our biggest year yet! We 
gifted 132 Official Dress Jackets to

Idaho FFA Members. 

Thanks to: 

Culver’s of Idaho
D&B Supply

Chad Blincoe
Lori and Laura Moody
2023 Golf Supporters

Murtaugh
New Plymouth
North Gem
Notus
Payette
Ridgevue
Rigby
Rimrock
Salmon River
South Fremont
Wilder
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By Dianna Troyer
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation 

With modern farm families juggling myriad time commit-
ments, how could the schedules of seven households coordinate 
to get the workday started early at Big D Ranch Inc. near Kuna?

During 2016, Richard Durrant came up with a culinary solution 
that added yet another hat – that of breakfast chef – to the many 
he already wears as the ranch’s general manager, Idaho Farm 
Bureau Federation vice president, a volunteer with numerous ag 
organizations, and a member of the Kuna Fire Department.

“It’s win-win-win for me personally as dad, granddad, and farm 
manager,” said Durrant, who cooks a hot breakfast and serves it at 
6:30 a.m. for about 20 eager eaters during the workweek.

The Durrants are an example of a modern farm family finding 
innovative ways to increase productivity. They just happen to start 
their day an old-fashioned way – eating a hot meal together.

Whatever he does, Durrant’s trademark humor hovers over the 
family business.

“It’s exciting to have a fourth-generation family farming oper-
ation like this – just so I can run it to torment people,” he said. 
“Seriously, though, we’re blessed that six of our seven kids are still 
working with me on the farm. Before I started doing this, by the 
time they got their kids off to school, the workday here was start-
ing at about 9. With everyone together, we get started at about 
7:30 when the kids get on the bus here.”

Big D Ranch Inc. produces sugar beets, corn, wheat, dry beans, 
alfalfa and mint on 1,500 acres. The family also operates a 2 mil-
lion bushel elevator and feed store for local farmers.

Durrant admits he has an ulterior motive other than starting 
the workday early.

“I get to start my day talking with the people who mean the 
most to me – and all it costs me is bribing everyone with break-

fast,” Durrant said, laughing. “Knowing they’re coming energizes 
me to get up at 5:30 – well, on some days I call it my ‘necessary 
evil.’”

Life lessons
He admits that along with nourishing his family’s bodies, he 

tries to feed their souls, too, sneaking in a few life lessons with his 
actions as much as words.

“The grandkids see adults working and know we have high 
expectations of them, too, to help out as they’re able,” he says. 
“After school I always have something waiting for them – picking 
pumpkins or flowers, raking leaves, shoveling snow. We’re not the 
type to sit around indoors playing video games or looking at the 
internet.”

Along with teaching a work ethic and to do your best, he points 
out the power of teamwork and building strong relationships 
despite differences.

“We all have different personalities – don’t serve eggs to some 
and never blueberries to another – but we all come together when 
we find common ground, making the ranch productive,” he said.

Their business model has been successful. In 2016, the Durrants 
were named the Western Idaho Fair Farm Family and two years 
later were selected as the Leadership Idaho Agriculture Farm 
Legacy Family.

Innovation and flexibility have always run in the Durrant 

“Off the farm, one of my goals is to 
advocate for a stable agricultural 
environment to enable farmers and 
ranchers to prosper and live an 
American dream.”
- Richard Durrant, Kuna farmer/IFBF vice president

What’s Richard 
Durrant cookin? 
Hot breakfast boosts productivity 

for modern farm family 

Photos courtesy of the Durrant family
At 6:30 a.m., Richard Durrant serves a hot breakfast he has made for 
his kids and grandkids, enabling the work day to start early at Big D 
Ranch Inc. near Kuna. 
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family, ever since Richard’s grandfather, 
Clarence, moved from Utah to Kuna in 
1946 to start Big D Ranch. Richard’s father, 
David, was 15 at the time. 

By 1953, the Durrants were raising 800 
chicks and supplying eggs to local restau-
rants and grocery stores. 

Farming heritage
By the time Richard was growing up in 

the family business, he was helping to care 
for 80,000 laying hens, 300 dairy cows, and 
farming 500 acres.

To shift to a less intensive and more 
profitable business model, the Durrant 
family eventually quit the egg business and 
launched a feed store where the chicken 
house once stood.

“You have to be flexible,” Durrant said.
All joking aside, Durrant said provid-

ing his children and grandchildren with 
many opportunities to continue their 
decades-long farming heritage is deeply 
gratifying.

“Off the farm, one of my goals is to 
advocate for a stable agricultural environ-
ment to enable farmers and ranchers to 
prosper and live an American dream,” he 
said.

While Durrant imparts life lessons in the 
morning, the obvious joy for the kids and 
their parents is eating a delicious breakfast.

Durrant gets a five-star rating from his 
family and chronicles his mouth-watering 
menus on his Richard Durrant Facebook 
page. Friends post messages that they “will 
be over soon” and want to become “his 
adopted grandchildren.”

He offers restaurant quality choices – 
omelets, burritos, oatmeal, fresh fruit, fried 
potatoes, pancakes, waffles, crepes, bacon, 
ham, sausage, breakfast casserole, even 
breakfast pizza.

His granddaughter Jaylee, a sixth-grader, 
said, “G-Pa’s hot breakfasts get me going – 
better than cold cereal would. French toast 
is my favorite. Starting the day here puts us 
in a good mood. He’s loving and makes us 
laugh.”

Simon, an eighth-grader, agrees with his 
cousin. “He seems to always make some-
thing new, like breakfast pizza. His break-
fasts give me energy for the whole day.”

Durrant said his crepes are a frequently 
requested entrée. The grandkids slather on 
syrups, chocolate or butterscotch sauce, 
fruit and whipped cream.

“My wife thinks I’m too generous, 
especially with the whipped cream – just 

because I buy it in cases,” he said, laughing. 
While he’s cooking breakfast, his wife, 

Denese, is getting ready for her job as a 
paraprofessional working with special 
education students at nearby Kuna Middle 
School.

“It’s the best way to start the day,” 
Durrant said after cleaning up.

Judging from all the Facebook photos, 
his appreciative children and grandchil-
dren would agree. 

ABOVE: The Durrant family gathers at 
Richard Durrant's table each morning for a 
hot breakfast.
RIGHT: Crepes are a popular entrée.
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Photo by Sean Ellis
Potatoes are harvested in a field near Firth in the fall of 2023. Total net farm income in the United States is expected to decline by 17 percent 
in 2023, following a record year in 2022.

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

POCATELLO – Total net farm income in the United States is 
expected to be down significantly in 2023, following a record year 
in 2022.

The latest farm sector income forecast by USDA’s Economic 
Research Service expects total net farm income in the U.S. during 
2023 to fall by 17.4 percent, or $31.8 billion, to a total of $151.1 
billion.

The U.S. set a total net farm income record of $182.8 billion in 
calendar year 2022, which was a 30.2 percent, or $42.4 billion, 
increase over 2021.

This year looks to be a different story, as declining farm-level 
commodity prices and rising production expenses bite into net 
farm income, which is a broad measure of profits and the farmer 
and rancher’s bottom line. 

“2023 is going to be a tougher year for the agricultural indus-

try,” said University of Idaho Agricultural Economist Brett Wilder. 
“For almost every ag industry, except for cattle and calves, it was a 
tighter year financially.”

These latest farm income forecasts are included in the “2023 
Farm Sector Income Forecast” released Nov. 30 by USDA’s Eco-
nomic Research Service. 

The report forecasts U.S. farm cash receipts, which is what the 
farmer or rancher receives for their commodity, will total $509.6 
billion in 2023. That would be a decrease of $25.2 billion, or 4.7 
percent, compared with what was a record high in 2022.

Total crop cash receipts are expected to decline by 4.4 percent, 
or $12.1 billion, and total animal and animal product receipts are 
forecast to decline by 5 percent, or $13 billion.

Most of the decline in farm cash receipts “is due to low prices 
received by farmers for their commodity products relative to 
2022,” USDA senior economist Carrie Litkowski said Nov. 30 
while detailing highlights of the report.

The USDA forecast expects total farm and ranch production 

U.S. net farm income will be down substantially in 2023
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expenses to rise by 3.5 percent this year, or $14.9 billion. The 
largest increase in expenses is expected in interest payments (up 
42.9 percent), and livestock and poultry purchases are forecast to 
be up 19.6 percent.

Total labor expenses for farmers and ranchers are forecast to 
rise by 3.9 percent.

Total spending on fertilizer is forecast to be down 14 percent 
in 2023, and fuels and oils and feed are also expected to decline 
in 2023 relative to 2022. Feed expenses are expected to decline 
by 2.5 percent from last year’s record total.

U.S. farmers and ranchers had record production expenses in 
2022. 

This year, they are expected to rise even further, at the same 
time that farm-level commodity prices are decreasing. 

Coupled with lower cash receipts, “These higher expenses 
would lower income,” Litkowski said. 

Adjusted for inflation, U.S. net farm income is expected to 
decline by 20 percent in 2023 relative to 2022.

Total direct federal government payments to farmers and 
ranchers are also expected to decline by 22 percent in 2023. 
Direct government payments are expected to total $12 billion in 
2023. 

Government payments to farmers and ranchers hit a record 
$45.6 billion in 2020 and most of those payments that year were 
related to pandemic-related assistance. They have decreased 
every year since. 

A bit of good news contained in the report is that overall farm 
sector equity is expected to improve by 6.9 percent, or $229.4 
billion, in 2023 and farm bankruptcies are expected to decline.

Farm bankruptcy rates have trended down in recent years and 
reached less than 1 per 10,000 farms in 2022, Litkowski said.

They are forecast to fall even further in 2023 based on filings 
through September, she added.

The next USDA Farm Sector Income Forecast will be released 
Feb. 27 and will update the 2023 forecast and provide the first 
forecast for 2024.  

Total U.S. farm cash receipts for many of the main agricultur-
al commodities produced in Idaho are expected to fall in 2023 
compared with 2022.

Milk receipts in the U.S. are forecast to decrease by 18.3 
percent, or $10.5 billion. Dairy is Idaho’s main ag commodity in 
terms of farm cash receipts and the state’s 360 dairies brought in 
about $4.2 billion in farm receipts in 2022.

However, U.S. farm cash receipts for cattle and calves, Idaho’s 
No. 2 ag commodity, are expected to rise by 16.6 percent, or 
$14.3 billion. 

Wheat receipts nationwide are forecast to decrease by 1.3 per-
cent and corn receipts are expected to decline by 10.6 percent. 

Cash receipts for vegetables and melons, a category that 
includes potatoes, are expected to decline by 2.4 percent in 2023. 
However, that estimate includes a projected increase of $600 
million in potato receipts in 2023. Potatoes are Idaho’s No. 3 ag 
commodity in terms of total cash receipts. 

Cash receipts nationwide for hay, Idaho’s No. 4 ag commodity, 
are forecast to increase by 8.6 percent, or $900 million. 
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USDA news release

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture recently unveiled 
a geospatial product called Crop Sequence 
Boundaries (CSB) that offers public access 
to national-scale visual crop rotation data 
for the first time. 

The new tool was developed by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) and Economic Research Service 
(ERS), two of the department’s statistical 
scientific research agencies. 

CSB is a cutting-edge map of agricul-
tural fields that provides crop acreage 
estimates and historical planting decisions 
across the contiguous United States. 

The open-source product uses satellite 
imagery and other public data to allow 
users to analyze planted U.S. commodities, 
enhancing not only agricultural science 
and research, but providing producers an 
innovative resource to help make farming 
decisions.  

“CSB gives farmers a chance to look at 
area farmland and see how remote sensing 
is capturing planting decisions,” said NASS 
Administrator Hubert Hamer. “Farmers 
will be able to use eight years of histori-
cal crop rotations to enhance their farm 
records or look at the management history 
of land that they might have recently start-
ed operating. They can also look at how 
their planting decisions compare in their 
regions.”

New farmers or farmers considering 
renting land could also use CSB to decide 
which crop to plant based on past rota-
tions, such as corn to soy, and researchers 
can conduct analyses at the field level, such 
as studying conservation practices for a 
particular field. 

The tool fills a gap between existing data 
sources, offering a more comprehensive 
picture and data in one place that is not 
provided by most other field-level prod-
ucts. 

CSB incorporates technological ad-

vances in satellite imagery and high-per-
formance cloud computing with Google 
Earth Engine. It is one of several tools that 
NASS and its partners have developed over 
the years to support agricultural analyses 
and to make data more accessible and 
valuable to the public. 

Kevin Hunt, a senior geographer at 
NASS, said having a representative field 
to predict crop planting and acreage for 
the upcoming season based on common 
historical crop rotations is beneficial as a 
supplement to producer-supplied data. 

ERS Economist Maria Bowman noted 
that ERS is using the product to study 
changes in farm management practic-
es, such as tillage or cover cropping, 
over time. This will help USDA agencies 
understand the impacts of conservation 
programs that provide financial support 
for these practices.

This product represents an automated 
and repeatable method for estimating 
fields from public data. 

“For researchers, CSB is useful because 
many farm decisions are made at the 

field level.” said ERS Administrator Spiro 
Stefanou. “CSB represents an advancement 
in agricultural research by using high-per-
formance cloud computing to promote 
competitiveness by making information 
on planting decisions more accessible to 
everyone.”

The CSB data sets for 2015 to 2022 are 
available for download and can be viewed 
at the state and county-level using an inter-
active map. 

This new tool supports strategies out-
lined in USDA’s recently released Science 
and Research Strategy, including improv-
ing and expanding new tools for under-
standing crop production to supplement 
other USDA spatial tools like COMET – 
Planner Global. 

USDA science is envisioning new ways 
to look at old challenges and everyday 
decisions to support our nation’s farmers 
and ranchers. 

For NASS data and access to CSB and 
other geospatial resources, visit www.nass.
usda.gov. 

Photo by Sean Ellis
A potato field near American Falls is irrigated July 10. A new geospatial tool unveiled by USDA 
offers public access to national-scale visual crop rotation data for the first time. 

USDA introduces geospatial data 
product to show crop rotation patterns
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